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Art. 1. The Hiftory of England from the Acceffion of James \. to the 


Revolution. Vols. VI. and VII, By Catharine Macaulay Graham, 


gto. 11, 10s. Dilly. 1781. 


HILE the prejudices and partialities of mankind are 
fuffered to operate (and it is well known that their 
operation can never be reftrained), it will be impoffible for the 
hiftorian, whofe narrative is confined to events in which every 
one fancies himfelf interefted, to give fatisfaction to all. 
The truth of this obfervation has been fufficiently experienced 


by the Authorefs of the prefent volumes. Thofe, who differ 


from her in the complexion of their political tenets, fail not to 
charge her with principles, which are not ofly notto‘be found ia 
her writines, even by implication, but which fhe inyariably dif- 


avows. This difingenuous procedure, at the fame time that it. 


is injurious to the individual, too frequently fuppreffes the fpirit 


of liberal enquiry, and has an indireét tendency to fap the foun-» 


dations of truth. 

In the Preface to the prefent volumes, the Authorefs not only 
explains the motives, but enters into a full vindication of her 
literary conduét, Her vindication is animated, and appears to be 
juft. The candid Reader will not be difpleafed with an extract 
from this part of her performance. 

* I well know what perfonat difadvantage I fet out wiih, from that 


impartiality which I had determined to obferve on the conduét of the 


different factions, which have haraffed the internal peace of this em- 
pire; and when I gave up the emoluments of favour, the counte- 
nance of the great, and the gratification of popular applaufe, on a 
Principle of public utility, I had fome reafon to expect elteem for my 
integrity and induftry, and efpecially as [ have never thrown any per- 
fonal abufe on any individual, in or out of power; nor have ever 
fullied my pen with thofe anonymous writings calculated to anguith 
Vor, ‘LXV, Dd the 
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the feeling heart, to fix an indelible ftain on the manners of Engliff. 
men, and to infli€@ the poignancy of mental fufferings not only on 
the defamed perfons, but on a!l thofe who are attached to them, ej- 
ther by the ties of blood, or the yet ftronger ties of affection. I have 
endeavoured, with the moft indefatigable pains, to make my Hittory 
ufeful to men of all conditions; and I am perfuaded that no mode. 
rate churchman, or honeft lawyer, can, on cool reflection, be of. 
fended with the hiflorian’s free obfervations on the conduét of men 
who have been the authors of much public and private mifchief, and 
whofe violent counfels, and difhoneft practices, have frequently dif 
turbed the peace, and endangered the liberties of the empire. If I 
have been jevere on mifgaided princes, and bad minilters, it is with 
a view only to the interefts of the people; and if all hiftorians would 
preferve the fame honeft rule, inflead of varnifhing, with falfe co- 
Jours, the vices of the powerful, it would, from that general defire 
whieh all men have of preferving fome degree of reputation after 
Ceath, form a kind of literary tribunal, productive of a very ufeful 
reformation in the condu@ of thofe favoured fons of fortune, on whofe 
good or bad qualities the happinefs and welfare of focieties depend. 
The candid and the generous will, undoubtedly, from thefe confi- 
derations, behold, without malice or refentment, the wicked or weak 
condutt of their anceftors reprefented in its proper light; and efpe- 
cially when they reflect that it wou'd be very unbecoming the cha- 
rater, and contrary to the duty of an hiftorian, to {pare even the 
memory of a parent, if he was found defeétive in thofe patriotic vir- 
tues which eminently affet the welfare of fociety. 

. £ Jf the warmth of my temper has occafioned me to be guilty of 
any petulancies in ‘my firft productions, they arofe from the inexpe- 
rience of the hiftorian, and the early period of life in which fhe be- 
gan to write hiftory ; but though | have been purfued with virulent 
invedtives, I have never yet been made acquainted with my literary 
faults. Criticifms formed with judgment and temper command at- 
tention ; but when perfonal invective fupplies the place of argument, 
and the reputation of authors are attacked in order to decry their 
writings, it is a very ftrong fymptom in favour of thofe productions 
againit which the battery of abule is levelled ; and in this cafe an in- 
dividual, in the full enjoyment of that internal fatisfa€tion which a 
faithful exertion of mental abilities affords the rational mind, mutt 
look down with contempt on the angry crowd, nor fuffer their fierce 
and loud clamours, in any refpect, to divert him from purfuing the 
grand object of his honeft ambition.’ 

Equally fpirited is her vindication of the glorious Sidney. 
The invidious and illibera] attacks that have been levelled at the 


character of that exalted patriot are frefh in the memory of 
every one. | 


Speaking of the noble ideas * on which Mr. Sidney, after his 


i. 





* Viz. ‘In the hopes either of regulating the Englifh monarchy on 
more corre&t principles, or of re-eilablifhing that mode of govern- 
mént, which, he conceived, would more naturally produce the fecu- 
rity of the fubject, and the honour of the nation. 
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teturn to England, joined the popular patty, our Hiftorian pro- 
ceeds : 

‘ Such fentimerts carried into praftice, and fealed with the blood 
of this illufrious Englithman, it is to have been imagined, would 
have rendered his memory facred to that country on which his writ- 
ings and heroic virtues have reflected luftre; but there is a fpirit of 
bitternefs, of rancour, of envy, and the worft fpecies of levelling 
gone forth among us, which even the crown of martyrdom cannot 
efcace. We are told, that when the Romans once beheld their Cato 
jn a fituation not quite agreeable to that confillent digsity which 

raced the public and the private virtues of this godlike man, they 
modeitly fiepped afide, and infead of triumphing over humanity, by 
proclaiming aloud this fmall blemifh in an exalted chara€ter, they 
turned their eyes from the wounding fight. ‘This was the generofity 
of ancient manner->; but what was the conduét of Enplifhmen on the 
affertion of the French minifter, Barillon, publithed near a hundred 
years after the martyrdom of their laft eminent patriot, that he had 
seceived two feveral fums from the court of France? Why, inflead of 
turning their eyes from the fcandalous page, or even of examining 
into the nature of an affertion which, inaccurately confidered, carries 
the form of an act fomewhat ceropatory to the honour of their here, 
they exuled fn the weaknefs of humanity, and confequently in their 
own fhame. In the fancied corruption of the moft perfect pattern of 
human excellence they found an authority for enormous deviations 
from common honeity, and by inculcating the doétrine of an irre- 
fitible depravity, and levelling every human character, they ima- 
gined they had, in fome meafure, conciliated reputation wiih the 
mammon of unrighteoufneis; for if every man is a villain in hrs 
heart, there can furely be no infamy. Thus whilft England has been 
confidered and refpeéted by foreigners as the mother of heroes, legif- 
lators, patriots, and martyrs, her own fons take a fatisfaction in con- 
vincing the admiring world, that they were under a profs miftake, 
and that England never produced any charafter confiderably above 
the ftamp of vulgar life; but there is a glaring impolicy as well as 
meéannefs and wickedaefs in thefe attempts. Let the man who fat- 
tens on the {poils of corruption, who wantons in the parade of ill- 
gotten riches, who feats on the bread of the deluded, let him fuf- 
fer the honeft man to reap that meagie harveit which he difdains; let 
him be fuffered to enjoy his poverty and his honeft fame; let him at 
leaft reft fecure in the fan@tuary of martyrdom, left by perfuading all 
Mankind that virtue is a non-entity, the markec fhould be ever-. 
flocked with villains; that the price of his commodity fhould be 
lowered ; and that abler politicians fhould attain the objet of his 
defires, for this he may be aflured, that all thofe eminent talents 
which are neceflary to conilitute a truly great man, could never fail 
of meeting with an unlimiied fuccefs in the ways Of a corrupt ad- 
vancement, 

* There is, undoubtedly, much of malice and of falfehood in the 
party-writings of our anceltors; but that general {pirit of levelling 
which pervades modern fociety, is a new circumftance of corruption 
among us, and takes its rife from an excefs of vanity, which is in- 
deed common to the human charaéter, but which owes its luxosiant 
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growth to circumftances which help to deftroy that humility which 
muft ever rationally attend on infignificance, and feduces every man 
into a falfe perfuafion of felf-importance. What with the oppor. 
tunity of puffing in the public newfpapers, a feather well adjufled, a 
title, a ribbon, unexpeéted riches acquired in the Ealt, or a fuccefs. 
ful monopoly, every individual becomes of confequence ; and when 
the mountains are levelled, the mole-hills will appear: but if with the 
breath of calumny and flander, if with the poifonous ink of detrac- 
tion, we fully the characters of the illuftrious dead, what hope can 
we reafonably entertain, that the prefent degeneracy of manners fhould 
not increafe with a rapid courfe through all fucceeding ages! The 
contemplation of a great character never fails to warm the young 
and generous {tudent into the noble attempt of imitative virtue, and 
helps to guard the mind againft the impulfe of felith paffions, and the 
contagion of example. It is indeed only by dwelling on the fublime 
beauties of heroic character, that we can difcover that amazing op- 
pofition of the hateful and the lovely in moral excellence and moral 
deformity, and that we can be animated into a paffion for difinte- 
refted virtue; but what patterns fhall we felect for the model of 
youthful emulation, if we admit of medern {cepticifm in regard to the 
reality of that virtue which we have Jong adored in the facred memo- 
ries of our forefathers; befides, it muft deaden all generous attempts 
to an exalted conduct, when one fuppofed error in the judgment, one 
failing of humanity brought to public view by accident, or private 
malice, fhall obfcure the luftre of a life of glory, and level a great 
character to the bafe ftandard of common humanity ; for as no indi- 
vidual, whilft he continues in a ftate of frailty, can be certain that he 
fhall always enjoy his underftanding free from any alloy of error, or 
any cloud of infanity ; or that he fhall every moment of his exifience 
bear the fovereign rule over his temper, his paflions, and his preju- 
dices; he will never, with all the labour and the forbearance necef- 
fary to build up an eminent virtue, be induced to purchafe that tran- 
fitory fame which may only ferve to render him a more confpicuous 
object of the contempt of «he multitude. 

‘ That a man of Sidney’s rank, acknowledged abilities, and un- 
ftained character, would have been received with open arms by the 
Englifh government, had he been willing to render his talents fub- 
fervient to his private intereft, and the giving ftrength and perma- 
nence to the prerogatives of the crown, or to forward the criminal 
defigns of the court, is, I think, a matter of fo felf-evident a nature, 
that all arguments tending to prove the pofition would be ufelefs and 
ridiculous, That Sidney had rejected the importunities of his fa- 
mily, and the invitations of his friends ; that he had refufed to avail 
him(elf of the advantage which attends great parts and endowments, 
to eftablith an intereft with the prefent government equal to what he 
had enjcyed with the laft, appears from the whole tenour of his con- 
diet, and from his letters of correfpondence ; and can the rankeft party- 
writer, who poffefles any particle of common fenfe, or any degree of 
modefty, deny that the firmelt principles of honour and integrity 
muft regulate the defires and inclinations of that man who, from mo- 
tives of confcience and opinion, could reject the opportunity of ace 
Guiring Ciftinction and riches in his own country, and fubmit toa 
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Macaulay Graham’s Hiffory of Englanas fo¢ 
yoluntary banifhment and precarious fubfiftence from the favour of @ 
foreign prince! ) ; 

‘ If I was addrefling a public renowned for candour and for dif-’ 
cernment, I fhould fay, that fuch a life as that of Sidney’s, fupported 
by his writings, and fealed with his blood, was more than fufficient 
to counterbalance any affertion which could be made in his disfavour = 
[ fhould obferve, that the inflexibility of his temper in matters in 
which he believed himfelf to be in the right, would not fuffer him 
meanly to fupplicate his own father for money, or in the fmallett 
point to recede from principle, though reduced to great ftraits and 
difficulties in a foreign country: I fhould affert, that it was more 
probable that Barillon might charge his mafter with money which 
was never paid, than that a man of Sidney's high fpirit and inflex'- 
bility of temper fhould be prevailed on to take money from the.court 
of France for any mean and difhoneft purpofe: but in the prefent 
flate of manners and opinions, 1 fhail exclude every fuppofition and 
every argument which might rationally be drawn from eftablifhed 
charaéter, and an incorrupt and active integrity, manifeited.by a long 
fucceffion of repeated aéts of forbearance, {clf-denial, and perfonat 
danger. I fhall allow in its fulleft latitude Mr. Barillon’s affertion, 
that Algernon Sidney, who had been fome years fupported in thofe 
extremities which his integrity had brought him into, by a penfion 
from the French King, received two feveral fums of money from the 
fame prince after his return to England, and ‘* I believe, fays the 
minifter, he may be gained to your Majetty’s fervice:”? but what was 
this fervice ? Was it betraying the liberties of his country to a foreign’ 
or domeftic tyrant? was it to increafe the power of France to the 
prejudice of his native country? No; it was to procure the diffolu- 
tion of a bafe and venal Parliament; it was to difband an army raifed 
on the defign of eftablifhing defpotifm in England; it was to pall 
down a minifter who had been the principal agent in concluding the 
King’s infamous money-negociations with the court of France, and 
who had been the promoter of corruption in Parliament, and of ar- 
bitrary power in the fate. ‘* The Sieur Algernon Sidney, writes Ba- 
rillon to his mafter, is a man of very high defigns, which tend fo the* 
re-eftablifhment of a republic: he is inthe party of the independents 
and other fectaries, and-this party were matters during the late 
troubles; they are not at prefent very powerful in Parliament, but 
they are ftrong in London ; and it is through the intrigues of the 
Sieur Algernon Sidney, that one of the two Sheriffs, named Bethel, 
has been elected.” Let that party, who inveigh againft Sidney for 
his prejudices in favour of a republic, fay if this conduct was a de- 
Viation from principle; and if not, what becomes of the affertion 
that Sidney was bribed by the-court of France? Does not bribery 
cOnfift in the engaging a man to do that for money which is not 
agreeable to his inclinations, his opinions, and his principles; 
and which he would not otherwife have done without it? If any 
part of Lord Howard’s evidence is to be credited, he faw Sidney 
take fixty guineas out of his pocket for the purpofe of forwarding 
the defigns of the popular party againit Cherles, It is highly pro- 
bable, that as the faélion in England, on whom Sidney had any in-‘ 


fluence, were compofed of Independents, the generality of whom 
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were ip mean circumftances, that great part of the money which hea 

different times received from the court of France, might have been 
expended in ufeful donations to fupport bis credit and his influerce 
with his partizans: but fuppofe it was really pocketed for his own 
ufe and emolument, there is fuffictent matter in the apology writien 
by himéelf, and publithed after his death, to jultify bim fully on tiis 
oint. After relating feveral atrempts which had been made to aflaf- 
inate him in bis exile, Sidney proceeds as follows: ‘* The afperity 
of this periecution obliged me to feek the protection of fome foreign 
prince, and being then in the vigour of my age, J had reputation 
enough to have gained honourable employments ; but all my defighs 
were broken by meffages and letters from this court, fo as none durft 
entertain me; acd when | covid not comprehend the grounds of 
dealing with me in {uch away, when I knew that many others who 
had been my companions, and given, as | thought, more juft caufes 
of hatred againft them than I had done, were received into favour, 
or fuffered to live quietly, a man of quality, who well knew the 
temper of the court, explained the myftery to me, by letting me 
know that I was diftinguifhed from the refit, becaufe it was known tha 

I could not be corrupted.” Ifa Fabricius fhould arife from the dead, 
and make any objection to Sidney’s having condefcended to accept, 
yn thefe circumttances of perfecution, a decent fupport from the 
bounty of a liberal monarch, we fhould attend with gravity to his 
fcruples, and endeavour to remove them by enterizg into the nature 
and exigencies of modern life: we fhould affert, that it was ajuft and 
competent knowledge of the value of external advantages, which 
gave the flamp of virtue to acts of forbearance: we fhould argue, that 
a total indifference to a ftate of poverty or affluence, as it in a man- 
ner annihilates all temptations to every fpecies of venal corruption, 
it in a great meafure weakens the merit of public and private in- 
tegrity; and that a man’s rejeGting, with a becoming contempt, every 
external advantage which wou!d naturally follow a deviation from 
principle, did not lay him under any obligation to refufe advantages 
which were in no manner connected with any fuch derogatory cir- 
cumftances ; and that thofe noble fentiments which led great minds 
to defpife the wages of iniquity, could be no rational bar to the re- 
ceiving emoluments and favours from the liberality, the oftentation, 
or the perfonal affection of an individual, who did not require any 
facritice of the niceft rules of honour, or the ftrigteft di€tates of prin- 
ciple. Arguments like thefe might, in all probability, have con- 
vinced the Roman conful, that the regard which Sidney paid to the 
alleviating his neceflities, when fuch an alleviation could be obtained 
without any deviation from principle or honour, rather heightens 
than decreafes the merit of his aéts of forbearance: but with what 
face of ferious argument can we encounter the overftrained delicacy 
of an,age, who, on all occafions where the detraélion of an illuftrious 
charaéter is not in queftion, acknowledge fuch a neceffity in the ar- 
ticle of money as to authorife every {pecies of venality, although at- 
tended with the moft deftru€tive confequences, and aggravated with 


the additional crimes of deception, treachery, and the breach of pri- 
vaie and public truit, 
§ This 
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‘ This ridiculous charge of corruption, though it has been the 
joudeft, has not been the oniy attack which has been made on the 
moral character of the illuftrious patriot, whore perfecutions and fufs 
ferings we have juft narraced. Mr. Hume, whofe partiality on the 
fide of the court in this part of his hiftory, is a greater difgrace to his 
admirable genius and profeurd fagacity than any cther page of his 
hiflorical writings, accules Sidoey of ingratitude, in having obtained 
2 pardon of the King, and then entering into meafares to dilturb his 
goverament. In all my refearches on this fubject, I have not found 
this pardon to be afcertained; and as i have before obferved, I can- 
not difcern any occaficn for fuch a particular pardon. The brutal 
Jeffries only reproached the prifoner wiih the grace he had received 
in the general act of indemnity, and in the letters of thanks which 
Sidney. wrote to the French minifter, who tranfacied this bufinefs of 
his return to England, there is only mention made of a paffport from 
the King: but provided that Sidney’s having received a pardon was 
a proved fact, whoever reads in his Apology the ftate of the cafe, 
will find that all the ingratitude and bafenefs lay on the fide of the 
king, who, with the arm ef injuftice aad opprefiion, perfecuted to 
death the man from whom his family had received tn their diftrefs 
perfonal obligations, and to whofe interpofition he owed the prefer- 
vation of his life.’ 

They who are defirous of having an intimate knowledge of 
our conftitutional hiftory, within the periods of 1660 and. 1682, 
will meet with every gratification they can reafonably hope for 
in the volumes befcre us. And though they are evidently 
written manu inimica tyrannis, the Hiltorian has avoided the ex- 
treme of advancing principles that are not fairly deducible from 
the nature of true government, and of the Englifh Conftitutioa, 
of which fhe is fo {trenuous an affertor. If, in the conclufions 
that are drawn from the feveral facts here related, fhe differ 
from fome of the more popular hiftorians that have preceded her, 
fhe fails not, however, to ftate the facts themfelves with preci- 
fion and candour. 

It were to be wifhed, that there had been more frequent re- 
ferences to the fources from whence her materials are felected. 
We are far from thinking, that even in thofe inftances in which 
the fountains of her intelligence are not immediately obvious to 
recollection, that her integrity will, by the candid and impar- 
tial part of her readers, be called into queftion. But it is to be 
remembered, that all readers are not candid and impartial, 
The deficiency we have noted might in fome meafure be fup- 
plicd by a faithful catalogue of the books that have been made 
ule of in this very important work—it would form a valuable 
Appendix to the concluding volume. 

lhe ftyle of this performance, though in general it be ani- 
mated and nervous, is not always uniform. It is too apt to 
take a tinéture from that of the Authors immediately con- 
lulted: and though it may be obferved that our Hiftorian 
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adopts: not the very words, yet fhe not uncommonly imbibes 
the manner of thofe from whom her facts are felected. With 
refpect to the flighter inaccuracies that might be pointed out, we 
confign them to the word-catchers, being of opinion with Mr, 
Hayley, that 

Tho’ critic cenfures on her work may fhower, 

Like faith, her freedom has a faving power. 

te An Advertifement, at the end of Vol. VII. informs us, that 

the Eighth Volume is in the prefs, and will fpeedtly be publifbed;— 
which, with the preceding ones, ang the Hiltorical Letters, will 
form a complete period of time, from the Accefhion of James 


the Firft, to the year 1741. C t..& 
ee ee ¢ 





Art. II. Fohnfon'’s Biographical Prefaces, COnTinueD. See 
our laft. 


RE eighth volume of this amufing work contains the Lives 

of Swift, Gay, Broome, Pitt, Parnel, A. Philips, and 

Watts. As it furnifhes little that is new,” we fhall pafs on ta 

the fubfequent volume, which opens with that well-known f{pe- 
cimen of ‘elegant Biography, the life of Savage. 

The only variation from the former copies of this work that 
we have noted, is in the following paflage. ‘ In the publica- 
tion of this performance (the Tragedy of Sir Thomas Over- 
bury) he was more fuccefsful, for the rays of genius that glim- 
mered in it, that glimmered through all the mifts which poverty 
and Cibber had fpread over it, procured him the notice and 
efteem of many perfons,’ &c, To foift in a ftigma upon a 
man fo many years after he has lain peaceably in his grave, has 
the appearance of fomething fingularly difingenuous and un- 
manly. Indeed, whenever Dr. Johnfon has occafion to fpeak 
of Cibber, it is with an acrimony that, in any other man, we 
fhould fufpe& muft have proceeded from perfonal refentment, 
Cibber’s dulnefs has been fo long the butt of ridicule with every 
pretender to wit, that we are furprifed any writer, who affects 
originality of fentiment, fhould condefcend to divert himfelf and 
his readers with fo ftale a topic. There is no pleafure, as Dr. 
Johnfon elfewhere obferves, in chacing a fchool-boy to his 
common- places. 

In charaQerizing Thomfon’s merit as a poet, his Biographer 
nearly coincides with the general opinion, As a man, hows 
ever, the reprefentation of his character is not fo favourable. 
In the early part of life, while friendlefs and indigent, he is 
reprefented as foliciting kindnefs by fervile adulation ; and when 
afterwards he had the means of gratification, it is infinuated, 
that he was grofsly fenfual. What authorities there are for the 


{ormer part of this character appear not: the latter, in oppofi- 
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tion to the fuffrages of the moft refpectable of his cotemporartes, 
refts folely on the teftimony of the unprincipled and profligate 
avage. 
We are told that * Thomfon, in his travels on the continent, 
found or fancied fo many evils arifing from the tyranny of other 
covernments, that he refolved to write avery long poem, in 
five parts, upon Liberty.” In this paflage the Biographer feems 
to have brought himfelf into a dilemma: either there are no 
evils arifing from the tyranny of arbitrary governments; or 
Thomfon was a man of no obfervation. To which will Dr. 
Johnfon fub{cribe ? 
' Of Hammond, he fays, * though he be well remembered as 
aman efteemed and carefled by the elegant and great, I was at 
firft able to obtain no other memorials than fuch as are fupplied 
by a book called Cibber’s Lives of the Poets; of which I take 
this opportunity to teltify that it was not written, nor, I be- 
lieve, ever feen, by either of the Cibbers; but was the work of 
Robert Shiells, a native of Scotland, a man of very acute un- 
derftanding, though with little fcholaftic education, who, net 
long after the publication of his work, died in London of a con- 
fumption. His life was virtuous, and his end was pious. The- 
ophilus Cibber, then a prifoner for debt, imparted, as I was 
told, his name for ten guineas. ‘The manufcript of Shiells is 
now in my poffeffion.’ ‘* His life was virtuous (De mortuis nil 
nifi verum, fays the Doétot’s able coadjutor, Mr. Crofts), &c.” 

In the above paffage the Doctor has advanced more than he 
knew to be true. Cibber’s receipt, which we are informed is 
{till extant, is for tcventy guineas, in confideration of which he 
engaged to ** revife, correct, and improve” the work, and ailfo 
to affix his name to the title-page. Cibber very punétually re- 
vifed every fheet; he made numerous corrections, and added 
many improvements, particularly in thofe lives which came 
down to his own times, and brought him within the circle of 
his own and his father’s numerous literary acquaintance, efpe- 
cially in the dramatic line, Befides inferting paragraphs, notes, 
anecdotes and remarks, in thofe lives that were written by Shiells 
and others (for the beft pieces of Biography in that collection 
were not written by Shiels, but by fuperior hands), fome of the 
lives, if we are not greatly miftaken, were folely of his own 
compolition, The engagement of Cibber, or fome other Eng- 
lifhman, to fuperintend and correét what Shiells in particular 
thould offer, was a meafure abfolutely neceflary, not only to 
guard againft his Scotticifms, and other defects of expreffion, 
but (what was worfe) his virulent Facobitifm, which inclined 
him to abufe every one who held principles different from his 
own. But enough of Cibber and Shiells, 

Hammond’s Elegies are thus characterized — 
¢ The 
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‘ The Elegies were publifhed after his death ; and while the 
writer’s name was remembered with fondnefs, they were read 
with a refolution to admire them. The recommendatory Pre. 
face of the editor, who was then believed, and is now affirmed 
by Dr. Maty, to be the Earl of Chefterfeld, railed ftrong pre- 
judices in their favour. 

‘ But of the prefacer, whoever he was, it may be reafonably 
fufpected that he never read the poems ; for he profeffes to value 
them for a very high fpecies of excellence, and recommends 
them as the genuine effulions of the mind, which exprefs a real 
paffion in the language of nature, ut the truth is, thefe ele. 
gies have neither paflion, nature, nor manners. Where there 
is fiction, there is no paflion; he that defcribes himfelf as a 
fhepherd, and his Nezra or Delia as a fhepherdefs, and talks of 
goats and lambs, feels no paffion. He that courts his miftrefs 
with Roman imagery deferves to lofe her; for fhe may with 
good reafon fufpect his fincerity. Hammond has few fentiments 
drawn from nature, and few images from modern life. He pro- 
duces nothing but frigid pedantry. It would be hard to find in 
all bis productions three ftanzas that deferve'to be remembered,’ 

Dr. Johnfon appears not to have recolle€&ted that Hammond’s 
Elegies, the two laft excepted, are taken almoft literally from 
Tibulius *. Confidered merely in the light of tranflations they 

have 





* To fave the Reader, who may with to fatisfy himfelf on this 
head, the trouble of fearching for the correfpondent paflages in Ti- 
bullus, they are as follow: Hammond’s firt Elegy is taken from 
Tib. B.z. Lb. + to re 38th line; his fecond from B. 2. E. 6.3; his 
3d from B. 2. L. 38th to the goth; his 4th from B. 3. E. Sos 
his 5th from Be I. *b. z.; his 6th from B. 2. E. 7.3 his 7th from 
B. 2. E. 3.3 his Sth from B. 3. E. 3.3 his oth from B. 3. E. 2.; his 
roth from 6. 4. E. 5.3 his rtth from B. 1. E.1t.; his 12th from 
B. 3. E. 7.5 his 13th from B, 1. E.1. Mr. Hammond has not, 
hnieen confined himfelf to a fervile tranflation; there is {carcely 
an elegy but contains fome flanzas, or fentiments at lealt, that are ori- 
ginal. Sometimes he interweaves a paflage from a different elegy 
from that which he is immediately copying, as in the following 
inftance, in the 13th elegy, which is taken from the firft of Tibal- 
lus, he introduces a compliment to the late Lord Chefterfield ; 


Stanhope, in wifdom as in wit divine, 
May rife and plead Britannia’s glorious caufe, 
With fteady rein his eager wit confine, 
While manly fenfe the deep attention draws. 


Let Stanhope {peak his liftening country’s wrong, 

My humble voice fhall pleafe one partial maid ; 

For her alone | pen the tender fong, 

Securely fitting in his friendly thade. 

Stanhoré 
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have a merit that tranflations rarely poflefs, Were it not for 
the Roman imagery, that is fometimes injudicioufly retained, 
no one, unacquainted with the originals, wou!d fufpeét that 
Hammond wrote not from his immediate feelings. To fay that 
‘it would be hard to find in all his produdtions three ftanzas 
that deferve to be remembered,” is certainly the height of pre- 


‘udice. The Do@or forgets, that although at his time of live * | 


the fubject of a love elegy may be totally uninterefting, it is 
not the cafe with every one, and we doubt not that at a cere 
tain period there are thofe who read them with greater avi- 
dity than even ** Lonpon,” or ** the Vanity oy Human 
WISHES,” 

Dr. Johnfon is at a lofs to tell why Hammond, or other 
writers, have thought the quatrain of ten fyllables elegiac. 
The character of elegy, he adds, is gentlenefs and tenuity. So 
Jong as fome of the moft violent and impetuous of the paffions 
are the fubjects of elegy, fo long will this be an imperfect and 
miftaken definition. 

The next life that offers itfelf is that of Collins: a writer 
whofe imperfections and peculiarities are Icft in the blaze of 
genius. But hear what Dr. Johnfon fays—* His didtion was 
often herfh, unfkilfully laboured, and injudicioufly feleéted. 
He affeéted the obfolete when it was not worthy of revival ; and 
he puts his words out of the common order, feeming to think, 
with fome later candidates for fame, that not to write profe is 
certainly to write poetry. His lines commonly are of flow mo- 
tion, clogged and impeded with clufters of confonants. As 
men are often efteemed who cannot be laved, fo the poetry of 
Collins may fometimes extort praile when it gives little plea- 
fure.’ . 

[To be continued. ] 





Stanhope fhall come and grace-his rural friend, 
Delia thall wonder at her noble gueft, 

With blofhing awe the riper fruit commenc, 
And for her hufband’s patron cull the beft. 


The two firft of thefe ftanzas are original, the laft is evidently bor- 
sowed from the following beautiful paffage of the sth elegy of the 
frit book of Tibullus : 

Huc veniet Meffala meus, cui dulcia poma 
Delia feleétis detrahet arboribus: 
Et tantum venerata virum, hunc fedvla curet; 


- Auic parer, atque epulas ipfa miniftra gerat. Cc 
: ¢@ b ee E e 
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Art. Ill. An Enquiry into the Authenticity of the Poems aferibed ty 


By W. Shaw, A, M. F. S.A. Author of the Galic 


Offian. 
1s.6d. Murray. 1781. 


Dictionary and Grammar. 8vo0. 


UR Readers need not be informed, that, at the firftt ap- 
pearance of the poems afcribed to Offian, fufpicions 


j-480.were entertained of their authenticity: and notwithftanding 


Dr. Blair produced a number of ftrong and explicit teftimonies 
to fupport the credit both of the author and the tranflator, yer 
there were fome “‘ fturdy” fceptics, who with little ceremon 
pronounced them to be forgeries, and hefitated not to declare 
publickly, that Offian and Macpherfon were the fame. ‘This 
declaration received great fupport from the well-known deci- 
fion of a very eminent writer, who reafoning on the zmprobabi= 
dity of fuch poems having been preferved through fo many ages 
by tradition only, boldly pronounced their prefervation, smpo/~ 
Gble. 
Phat intrinfic beauties the poems of Offian may poffefs, 
is no object of the prefent enquiry. Their merit, as ‘compof- 
tions, is however, with us, the principal reafon for fuppofing 
them to be, in a 
** bard of modern times.” ‘The belief of their being genuine 
hath been indeed declining of late very faft ; and it is the defign 
of the prefent pamphlet to deftroy it entirely. To effect this, 
it was neceflary to weaken the internal evidence, and totally to 
invalidate the teftimonies adduced in favour of the authenticity 
of Offian by Dr. Blair. [Vid. the ‘* Appendix” to his elegant 
*© Differtation.”” | 

Mr. Shaw’s knowledge of the Galic language is undoubtedly 
very great; and the proofs he hath afforded of it are incontef- 
table. In this view he is peculiarly calculated to inveftigate the 
prefent fubjecét with the accuracy and precifion of the critic and 
fcholar. What others have conjectured, he hath proved: and 
particular detection hath yiven credit to general fufpicion. ‘ I 
profefs myfelf, fays this Author, to be an enquirer after truth. 
- «++ Truth hath always been dearer to me than my country; 
nor /hall I ever fupport an_ ideal national honour founded on an 
impofture, though it were to my hindrance. I can fhew Dr. 
Johnfon, that there is one Scotchman who loves truth better 
than his country, and that I am a furdy enough morali/? to de- 
clare it, though it fhould mortify my Caledonian vanity. | 
think prgper to {peak in this clear and open manner, and prefix 
my mame,} becaufe I know that fome men imagine there is 10 
moral ‘turpitude in anonymoufly publifhing one thing in 4 
pamphlet, whilft they think and believe the contrary,’ 

When the authenticity of the poems of Offian was firft call- 


ed in queftion, the pretended original manufcript was - to 
ave 

















great degree at leaft, the produétion of a’ 
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have been left, for the fpace of fix weeks, at Mr. Becket’s fhop 
for the infpection of the curious. This MS. however wa 
never feen by any perfon, who was capable of reading it. If 
any MS. at all was left with the publifher, juft by way 
of a blind to the credulous, Mr. Shaw conjectures that it might 
have been fome Irifh MS.* and this conjecture is ftrength- 
ened by a very fingular circumftance which will be related 
hereafter. At all events it could mot be a MS. of the 
poems of Offian; ¢ for it is very well known (fays Mr. Shaw) 
that the Earfe diale&t of the Gaiic was never written nor 
printed, until Mr. Macfarlane, late minifter of Killinver, 
Argylefhire, publifhed in 1754, a tranflation of Baxter's Call to 
the Unconverted. Since his time there have been fome fongs and 
books of piety printed. This I can eafily prove, becaule no 
Earfe MS. ever was or can be produced. And although 
the Pfalms of David, and Confeffion of Faith, have been tran{- 
lated into Galic, it is well known that it is neither the Lar/e 
ipelling nor dialect; but written in the Jri/fh Galic. It was 
firft publifhed in 1694, and was verfificd by the Synod of Ar- 
oyle; but the beft executed pfalms are allowed to be done by 
the Romifh clergy of the North of Ireland.’ 

Mr. Shaw quotes a paflage from Col. Valancey’s Irifh Gram- 
mar, to prove that Mr. Macpherfon, inftead of tranflating from 
the Galic into Englifh, hath on the contrary tranflated his own 
Englifh into Galc. From this remarkable detection, Mr. 
Shaw fhrewdly hints, that * if ever Mr. Macpherfon intends to 
publifh a Galic verfion, he would do well to attend to the true 
orthography of the old Galic; efpecially if he wifhes to con- 
tinue the impofture.’ 

We mutft not pretend to purfue this Writcr in his attempts to 
overthrow the credit of Ojulian from internal evidence; never- 
thelefs we cannot quit this part of the fubject without prefenting 
our Readers with the following very curious remark : 

* The mythology of the Poems of Offian hath been raifed 
entirely on the fuperftition of the fecond fight, heightened by 
poetry, and the ftories of ghofts, apparitions, &c. &c. fo com- 
mon in the fifteenth century, which Mr. Macpherfon fo much 
affects to defpife: but to which, however, he is indebted for ail 
the materials he had, - 
© The other great fpirits to which allufions fometimes are 
made, is nothing lefs nor more than.the common Highland idea 
of the devil, who is believed to raife every ftorm, and go abroad 
with it. All thefe notions are ftill prevalent in the mountains, 
and a proper part of a mythology. In fhort, the whole machi- 
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, A manulcript was certainly left wich Mr. Becket; who declares 
that feveral perfons called to examine ii; and that he heard none deny 
1\g authenticity, 
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hery is nothing but the fuperftition of the Highlands, poetically 
embellifhed. 

‘ The Spirit of Zoda is ingenioufly tranflated from Treland 
into a Scandinavian God, taken from a tale, called AZuirarlach 
mor o Laiahan. Mr. Macpherfon, not perhaps knowing that 
Laidhan was the Irifh name of Leinfler, turns it to Loda, and 
Calls it a part of Scandinavia. The tale makes M/utrarlach a 
fort of monfter, and fometimes a knight errant engaging a 
windmmil!, and then a giant ftriding from hill to hill acrofs Erin, 
It afforded, however, to an author a good hint; and Mr. Mac. 
pherfon accordingly conjured it to the Spirit of Leda. This tale 
is common in the Highlands to this day.’ 

The Author of this Enquiry, after having obferved how eafy 
it is to produce a poem with fuch Galic epithets, as blue-eyed; 
white bofom’d, dark-brown hair, &c. and having tranflated a 
ftanza of it into Karfe, to impofe the whole for an original of 
“© other times” on the credulous and ignorant reader, relates a 
very fingular fact to ftrengthen his aflertion, w/z. that * in this 
manner a colleétion was made up and publifhed at Edinburgh, 
three years ago by Mr. Clarke, entitled The Caledonian Bards. 
It was reviewed in London, and adduced as an argument for 
the genuinenefs of Fingal. Mr. Clarke, when I charged him 
with it, confeffed that it was entirely made up! One of the 
poems of that collection is happily fet off with the title of The 
Words of oe. The author told me, that all he had for the 
ground-work of it was a fong called ‘furram na truaidhe, com- 
pofed on a late emigration of the Highlanders to America. In 
the fame manner the reft of the colleGlion was made up *.’ 

After an examination of the internal evidence of the authen- 
ticity of the poems afcribed to Offian, Mr. Shaw proceeds to 
the examination of external teftimeny ; on this head he is ful), 
clear, and explicit. 

Mr. Smith, the ingenious author of ** Galic Ant'quities” 
publifhed laft year, hath aflured us, that ** Mr. Macpherfon 
<¢ hath always been readie% to fhew his originals to the beft 
“¢ judges.” This aflertion Mr. Shaw flatly denies: and then 
obferves with refpect to himfelf, that Mr. Macpherfon had 
often promifed him a fight of thofe pretended originals, but 
never could be induced, after application to him at fix different 
times, to fulfil his promife. * There was always fome apology 
made ;—the MSS. were at his houfe in the country, of 
miflaid; or the key was loft; or I fhould fee them fome other 
time. Why did he promife to fhew them? And fince he pro- 
mifed, why not fhew them? Let the Public draw inferences. 
This is true. Let Mr. Macpherfon contradiét it if he can.’ 


— 





* Mr. Clarke hath juft publifhed an Aafwer :o Mr, Shaw’s Enqul- 
ry ;—which we have not yet perafed. 
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Mr. Shaw informs us, that in the year 1778 he fet out from 
London for the Highlands and Hebrides to colle& materials for 
his Dictionary. Every where he made the moft anxious enqui- 
ries about the poems of Offian, and with infinite folicitude . 
fought for fome of the originals, in order, if poffible, to remove 
the fcepticifm of his friend Dr. Johnfon, refpecting their au- 
thenticity, by atte/ied copies. But his enquiries were to no pur- 
pofe. He was mortified at his ill fuccefs ; and he who glowed 
with ambition to convert Dr. Johnfon, became himfelf an unbe- 
liever ! 

‘ When I travelled, fays Mr. Shaw, into the Highlands, I 
made it my bufinefs to fee as many as refided in the courtry 
of thofe gentlemen whofe names Dr. Blair hath made ufe of. 
Mr. Donald Macqueen, minifter of Killmuir in the Ifle of 
Sky, is the firft name who vouches for Mr. Macpherfon’s tranf- 
lation being ** a literal one”, and ‘‘ that the original was re- 
peated by numbers in every part of the Highlands,” This is 
the learned minifter who chofe to be filent when interrogated on 
this fubje&t by Dr. Johnfon ; and although he gave his figna- 
ture to Dr. Blair, as a voucher for their authenticity, to my cer- 
tain knowledge, he is not in pofleffion of a line of the originals ; 
although Jong in fearch of them, he wifhed to procure me fome, 
but knew not how...... 

‘ Mr. Donald Macleod, minifter of Glenelg, I thin, lodyed 
Mr, Macpherfon in his journey. He hath vouched alfo for 
the authenticity ; yet though i challenged him to produce three: 
lines of the original, he could not fhew one. 

‘ Mr. Niel Macleod, one of the minifters of Mul', vouched, 
but could not, although defirous of it, favour me with one line. 
He fent for different people, who he thought were poflefled of 
them, but they produced only the compoiitions of the fifteenth 
century. 

‘Mr. Macaulay, chaplain to the 88th regiment, is men- 
tioned alfo as a voucher. He knows juft as much of the poems 
a his above brethren. I have converfed with Mr. Macaulay on 
the fubject.’ 

The other teftimonies in Dr, Blair’s Appendix, are all quef+ 
tioned, or directly confuted by our Author: and he boldly 
challenges the gentlemen whofe names he mentions, to difprove: 
bis aflertions, or to make good their own. 

Mr. Smith in his Defence of the Authenticity of Offian, 
mentions ‘* Profeflor Macleod of Glafgow as a perfon who was 
allowed to compare fome books of the original with the tranf- 
lation :” and ¢ yet, fays Mr. Shaw, ina converfation with me 
in London, who promifed to purchafe any number of lines, not 
under fix, at the rate of two fhillings and fixpence each word, he 
Could neither repeat a fyllable, nor undertake to procure from 
| Mr. 





























































416 Shaw’s Enguiry into the Authentitity of Offian’s Poems, 


Mr. Macpherfon, although then in town, a fincle line. Thug 
fruitlefs hitherto has been every attempt to difcover a fingle 
ftanza of an original—excepting what hath been tranflated from 
the Englifh, to impofe it as a fpecimen of the original !” 

In our Review of Mr. M‘Nicol’s ** Remarks en Dr. John- 
fon’s Journey to the Weftern Iflands,” we quoted a paflage of 
which Mr. Shaw takes very particular notice, and in a manner 
of which we could not have formed the flighteft fufpicion. .We 
fhall beg the Reader’s indulgence for quoting it again, for the 
fake of relating a circumftance which happened in confequence 
of it, which it would be unpardonable to omit. 

‘ I thall not take up my time, fays Mr. Shaw, with making 
obfervations on the illiberalities and fcurrilitigs of which it is 
made up: but only will point out to the world fuch a frefh in- 
ftance of impofture as will aftonifh ; in which Mr. M‘Nicol tri- 
umphs as having proved the authenticity of Offian’s poems. 
The book was written on purpofe to eftablifh the genuinenefs 
of thofe poems. How far it hath fucceeded, appears from the 
following fraud, the only argument adduced. ‘* But as Dr. 
<¢ Johnfon may think it too great a trouble to travel again to 
“¢ the Highlands for a fight of old MSS. I fhall put him 
“© in a way of being fatisfied nearer home, If he will call fome 
“© morning on John Mackenzie, Efq; of the Temple, Secretary 
“to the Highland Society, he will find in London more vo- 
<¢ Jumes in the Galic language and charaéter, than perhaps he 
“¢ will be pleafed to look at, after what he hath faid. Among 
“* thefe is a volume which contains fome of Offian’s poems.” 
On reading the laft fentence, I was overjoyed that the originals 
of Offian were at laft difcovered, notwithftanding my own bad 
fuccefs in meeting with them. Being impatient to fee them, I 
accordingly loft no time in waiting on Mr. Mackenzie, and 
having looked over thefe volumes in MS. found no compo- 
fition of Offian therein. ‘They are MS. written in the 
Irifh dialect and character, on the fubjeé of Irifh and High- 
land genealogy.— There is every reafon. to believe, that this is 
the very MS. if any, that was left at Becket’s by Mr. 
Macpherfon fome time ago, with a view to impofe it as that of 
Offian, for I am credibly informed that this piece was fent to’ 
Mr. Mackenzie by him.’ 

If we are to credit Mr. Shaw, there feems to have been a ge- 
neral:combination among his countrymen, to fupport the repu- 
tation of Offian, at the expence of almoft ‘* every virtue under 
heaven !”” In their ideas, the very honour of Scotland is deeply 
interefted:in the difpute: and the higheft encomiums, beftowed 
upon its prefent ftate of letters, will not atone for the flighteft 
attempt to rob the ‘* bard of other times” of his ** bearded 


thiftle,” or his ** four grey ftones of the dufky heath !? . ; 
: ‘In 
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© In my tour in the Highlands, fays Mr. Shaw, a refpectable 
minifter begged I would fet about a tranflation of Fingal, and 
that he and others would undertake to prove it the compofition 
of Offian, and procure affidavits for that purpofe.’ ' 

‘A gentleman promifed to ornament a fcalloped fheil with 
filver, if I foould bring him one from the Highlands, and to 
fwear it was the identical fhell out of which Fingal’ uled to 
drink 1 

We fhould fuppofe this laft circumftance to be rather ludi- 
crous than ferious. But Mr. Shaw marks it with a very folemn 
interjection !—as much as to fay—‘* How Scotchmen—how my 
own countrymen_are addicted to lying /” 

But truth—TRUTH is our Author’s * dear delight !*—yea, 
as he himfelf affures us in page 37. ‘* it is dearer to him than 
his country!” We are not to wonder that he remained ‘* une 
corrupted e’en among” Scotchmen! ‘The fcalloped fhell is till 
without its fiver, and Finzal without its Earfe! 

We have now difcharged the duty of impartial critics, by 
prefenting the Reader with a general view of this pamphlet, to- 
gether with an enumeration of fome of the moft ftriking faéts 
that are produced in fupport of the Author’s appeal :—for an 
Appeal it may be jultly called ;—an appeal to the common fenfe 
and reafon of mankind; and above all, a direct and unambigu- 
ous appeal to gentlemen, whofe profeffions and characters in life 
would, we fhould imagine, fecure their integrity, and render 
them fuperior ro the meaner artifices of timid impofture, or the 
more daring affeverations of direét and pelpabl: falfhoo!, ut, 
what fhail we fay ? what can wethink? To fay the leaft, we are 
flaggered, To give the fofteft terms to our feclings, we are /hacked. 
There mutt be impofture :—there muft be felfhood fomewhere. 

General and diffufe reprefentations of the opinions, cuitoms, 
and manners of a people at large, may be given by one author, 
and may be controverted by another, without fubjecting either 
of them to the charge of intentional deceit. Candour will make 
due aliowance fer involuntary miitakes ; and fome apology may 
be made for prejudice itfelf. Objects viewed in various lights 
admit of various reprefentations ; and imagination will always 
give different colours and different dimenfions to what is not 
fixed in its appearance, nor definite in its limits. But in mat- 
ters of plain and unequivocal fact, there is no fcope left for 
the play of fancy. In /uch matters, fiction is impofition; and 
fo mifreprefent, is to fallify. 

The main object of the prefent controverfy is now reduced to 
avery narrow compafs. Can the editor of Offian produce the 
originals, which he pretends to have collected in the Highlands 
and Hebrides ? If he can, what reafon hath he to give for refuling 
them ? The world will no longer be fatisfied without them : 

Rey, Dec, 1781, Ee and 


a 
eels pe” 











418 Shaw’s Enquiry into the Authenticity of Offian’s Poems. 


and the only alternative left to Mr. Macpherfon, is, their im- 
mediate communication to competent and difinterefted judges ; 
or the infamy that ought ever to ftigmatize the character of an 
impoftor :—the contempt and execration of the wife and good ; 
and particularly of thofe who, having been deluded by novelty, 
or charmed by ingenuity, gave too eafy credit to his honour and 
veracity. 

Though we are ftaggered, we will not, as yet, fay, that we 
are convinced. We call on Mr. Macpherfon to ftep forward to 
vindicate himfelf from the opprobrium that will otherwife blacken 
his name, as long as Offian is heard of ; and for which all the 
beauties of Fingaland 7 emora can never make an adequate atone- 
ment. 

Let not Mr. Macpherfon affe& a contemptuous fuperiority to 
the accufations of his enemies. ‘* They accufe from envy”— 
it may be faid. So much the better for Mr. Macpherfon’s ho- 
nour: They are fooner anfwered, efpecially as their charges 
refpect fact and not fpeculation. But let him not talk of an- 
fwering by filence. ‘The Public will not be fatisfied at fo eafy a 
rate; nor will he himfelf wifh to difpenfe fo eafily with fo fe- 
rious a charge, if he hath the fupport of truth, or the fenfe of 
honour. If he is an honeft man, he ought not to bear it; and 
if he is a gentleman, he will not:—for affected indifference, 
like * ftubborn audacity, is frequently the laft refuge of guilt.” 

But Mr. Macpherfon is not the only perfon whofe credit in 
point of veracity is affected by this controverfy. ‘The names of 
feveral gentlemen are directly pointed out, who are declared to 
have been auxiliaries in the fraud. If Mefirs. Macqueen, Mac- 
Jeods, Macaulay, &c. &c. have truth on their fide, they will as 
openly repel the attack, as it hath been openly made, on their 
honour; and not fuffer the world to infer their guilt from their 
filence. : 

If Dr. Blair hath been made the dupe of artifice, he ought 
not to be too proud to confefs it. It will fhew a greatnefs of 
foul to difavow what he is unable to vindicate; and the world 
will forgive his credulity, when it is convinced that he had no 
fhare in the impofture. ? 

N. B. Mr. Shaw hath affurted that Do@tors Blair and Fergu- 
fon were concerned in a collufion, to impofe on Dr. Percy a 
pretended paflage of the original Galic of Offian, by making a 
young Highlander repeat before him fome lines, which ke de- 
clares were only a he sag ed Macpherfon’s Englifh, It is 
proper to obferve, that Dr. Fergufon hath pofitively denied the 


charge by a public advertifement. Mr. Shaw hath publicly ac- 
knowledged his miftake, fo far as Dr. Fergufon was faid to be 
acceflary to the impofition : but he {till avers the faé to be in 
the main true; and we have not heard that it was ever contra- 


dicted by Dr. Blair or Dr. Peicy, 


D..awne ART. 











oe a, 


es 


tt & Be 








( 419 ) 


Art. 1V. 4 new Tranflation of the Firft Epifile of Paul the Apoftle to 
the Theffalonians ; offered to the Public as a Specimen ot an in- 
tended Verfion of the whole New Teflament, with a Preface con- 
taining a brief Account of the Author’s Plan. By Gilbert Wake- 
field, Bb. A. late Fellow of Jefus College, Cambridge; and now 
Clafical Tutor. at Warrington Academy, vo, Od. Printed at 
Warrington by Eyres ; Sold by Johnfon in St, Paul’s Church yard, 
London. 1721. 


HE method which the Author hath adopted in this fpeci- 

men, and which he intends to purfue through his whole 
defign, if bis firft eflay fhould meet with proper encouragement, 
will be beft explained by the following extraéts from the Pre- 
face : 

‘ It is the Author’s purpofe always to follow the phrafeology 
of the old verfion, except where fome obfolete word or form of 
fpeech, fome grammatical inaccuracy, or fome perverfion of 
the fenfe, demands an alteration. 

‘ No regard will be paid to commfon divifions and fub- 
divifions of chapter and verfe, which are altogether arbitrary, 
and not unfrequently very injudicious, interrupting the con- 


_néftion, and obfcuring the fenfe; but for the conveniency of 


reference, they will be ranged in the margin. Other divifions, 
as the fenfe and feries of the fubjeé fhall dilate, will be fub- 
ftituted in their room, to relieve the eye, and accommodate the 
reader. 

© Where the idiom of the Englifh language requires the in- 
fertion of one or more additional words, not exprefled in the 
original Greek, fuch infertion will be notified, as in the old 
verfion, by the Italic character, to prevent all mifapprehenfion 
and complaint. 

‘ The Notes (affigning reafons for every deviation from the 
old verfion) fhall be as concife as perfpicuity will admit; and 
will be comprized in a feparate volume. 

‘ ‘The Author intends to proceed in his work leifurely and 
with deliberation, and to avail himfelf of every advantage, that 
the execution of it may be as complete as poflible. He will be 
extremely glad of any communications from his friends and 
other candid and learned men, who will condefcend to admini- 
fer to this ufeful undertaking. 

‘ No particular edition of the Greek Teftament will be ex- 
Clufively followed. In various readings, and efpecially thofe of 
controverted texts, the firft refpect will be paid to the number 
and authority of the manufcripts, not altogether difregarding 
the fcope and exigencies of the paffage. 1 fhall however be 
particularly circumfpe&t to adopt no readings, but what are 
Countenanced by the authority of fome approved Mos.’ 

Ke 2 Such 
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Such is the general outline of our Author’s plan. Asa fpe- 
cimen of his abilitics in executing it, we will prefent the Reader 
with his tranflation of the concluding part of the 4th chapter 
of the 1ft Epiftle to the Theflalonians, together with the Notes 
at the end, defigned to juftify his deviation from the old ver. 
fion. 

13. ‘But [ would not have you ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them who are laid afleep, that you grieve not your 
felves, even as the reft of mankind who have no hope: for 

14. if we believe that Jefus died and rofe again, fo will God 
alfo bring through Jefus them who are Jaid aflcep, as well 

15. ashim. For this we fay unto you by a direction from the 
Lord, that we who are alive, who remain unto the coming 
of the Lord, fhall not be beforehand with them who are 

16, laid afleep. For the Lord himfelf will defcend from 
Heaven, with a commanding fhout, with a voice of an 
archangel, and with a trumpet of God, and the dead in 

17. Chrift fhall rife firft. ‘Then we who are alive, who re. 
main, fhall be caught up together with them in clouds, to 
mect the Lord in the air; and fo fhall we ever be with the 

18, Lord. Wherefore encourage one another with thefe 
words.’ 

Notes. ©V.14. ree xountevtas dia te Incz—them which 
fleep in “Fefus, is neither agreeable to grammatical conftruction, 
nor the {cope of the paflage. ev Incz, not dia, would exprefs 
that meaning; as 1 Cor. xv. 18. And the Theffalonians had 
been converted but a fhort time, fo that very few, and moft 
probably none, had died in the interval between their conver- 
fion and the writing of this Epiftle, to be the exclufive fubjedt 
of their forrow and confolation. Befides, the Apoftle is ar- 
guing from the refurrection of Chrift as the pattern, pledge, and 
mediate inftrument of our own: fo that an oppofition is re- 
quired in the two correfponding claules, cw avtw, with him 
What fenfe can this expreffion have when Chrift is already rifen? 
suv often means as well as, in the fame manner as. So Gal. ili. g. 
The whole paflage may be thus exhibited at length: For if we 
believe upon good grounds, that ‘fefus died and rofe again, fo we 
muft believe, from confidering the defign of his refurrection 
that God will bring from among the dead, dy the inftrumentality 
of the fame ‘fe/us, thofe alfo who were laid afleep (i. ¢. all mane 
kind), as certainly as he brought him thence. 

— © V. 15. v Aopa, by @ word; i. e. by acommand or direction. 

OSacwuer, prevent, in this fenfe [i.e. to go before’, though a 

proper one, is become obfolete. 

© V. 16. xeAsvoparts, @ commanding foout feems to exprefs the 
exact meaning of the word Qwn—apyayysts—carmiyys a! 
without the article. » Xpisw might perhaps be better rendered 
through 
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through Chrift :—the dead fhall rife through Chrift firft: i. e. be- 
fore the living are caught up. ‘There is an oppofition between 
rootov and exesta. Ev hath frequently this fenfe. See John 
Xllle 35+ 

econ Reader, from this fpecimen, will form no un- 
favourable opinion of the Author’s abilities for the tafk he hath 
undertaken. We think, however, that he might have feleCted 
with more propriety fome other Epiftle of St. Paul, in order to 
have given more fubftantial proofs of his critical fkill and acute- 
nets) In the Epiftle he hath chofen the difficulties are fo few, 
that they may be furmounted without any extraordinary effurts 
of ingenuity, learning, or judgment. 

Mr. Wakefield’s (crupulous attention to the Greek Ariicles is. 
frequently affected : and it often gives the appearance of ftiff- 
nefs and formality to his tranflation. Nothing is gained by it 
in point of fenfe: and fomething is often loft in point of eafe 
and fimplicity. Paul and Sylvanus, and Timothy, unto the 
Church of Theffalonians’—inftead of the Theffalonians, is an 
aukward exprefion. ‘The pretence of precifion will not recom. 
penfe for the omiffion of the common particle. We feel the 
defect ; the verfe limps, and the ear is diffatisfied. B.. dick ' 





Art. V. An Effay on the Nature and Exiftence of the Material World, 
Svo. 35. fewed. Becket. 17381. 


HIS controverfy, though for a time it engaged the atten- 

tion of the Public, chiefly through the popular name and 

great abilities of Dr. Prieftley, yet being of a nature too abftru:e 

toentertain, and too equivocal to be decided, hath funk into ne- 

gett; nor do we imagine it in the power of wit, ingenuity, or 

learning, to revive its confequence, or again awaken the curio- 
fity which it at firft excited. 

Metaphyfics have no charms for the ‘ million.” A ftrange 
paradox may raife a foolifh wonder; and when it was given out, 
that Dr, Prieftley had written a very learned treatife to prove 
that man had xo foul, many were eager to fee how he eftablifhed 
his doétrine ; but, having purchafed his book, could not com- 
prehend his reafonings, or found them fo abftrufe as to require 
more ftudy than they had either time or inclination to beftow 
on them. As fome were tired of the ** Difquifitions” be- 
caufe they yielded no amufement to the idle and frivolous ; fo 
others were difappointed by them, becaufe they afforded no 
fanction for vice, and no confolation for infidelity. Though 
Dr. Prieftley’s metaphyfics made him bold, they did not make 
him fceptical : and though they induced him to reject the dog- 
mas of the fchools, they did not make him flight the difcoveries 
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The very ingenious and acute Author of the prefent Effay is 
a warm adv.cate for metaphyfical ftudies; and hopes, from the 
popularity which thefe ftudies have lately gained, that the dif- 
grace which generally attends them will be wiped off.— But not- 
withftanding the Author hath enlivened the fuoje& by a vein of 
wit, and cloathed it in very agreeable language, yet we 2re per- 
fuaded that even his Effay will have the fate of moft of the other 
pieces that have been publifhed in this inaufpicious contro- 
verfy. 
It is the purpofe of this effay to fet afide matter as one great 
fource of confufion. ‘ Tue ideal fyftem,’ fays the Writer, © is 
accounted an hypothefis unfupported by faéts. I adopt it trom 
the opinion, that it is the only fyftem of metaphyfics that con- 
tains nothing hypothetical; and give it my fupport becaufe of 
the modefty of its pretenfions: nev:r outftepping experience, 
and remaining in ignorance and doubt where this fails.’ 

This Effay is addrefl-d to Dr. Prieftley and Dr. Price, and 
the opinions of both, concerning MATTER, are combated with 
great fhrewdnefs and ingenuity. 

In attempting to expofe the abfurdity and contradiétion of | 
D,.. Prig@Ry’s hypothefis, he remarks, that according to the ge- 
nuine principles of it, when fairly examined, and fifted to the 
bottom, it contains the following conclufions, viz. That the | 
fubje&t. on which motion operates are phyfical points; that the 
bodies to be moved are motion itfelf; and that the externa] mat- 
ter he fo ftrenuoufly contends for, is no more than fyftems of 
agency without a fubjeét whereon to aét. On the impoffibility 
of reconciling thefe contradictions, our Author pufhes Dr. 

‘Prieftley with this alternative, viz. either to admit the real ex- 
iftence and folidity of matter; or that there is xo matter at all. 
© The dilemma, tays he, is unavoidable.’ 

We will fum up the Author’s arguments in fupport of his 
immaterial {cheme, by the following analyfis of them, founded 
on the nature of fenfation, which may be confidered as the bafis 
of bis reafonings againft the exiftence of a material world. 

I. No property of matter can refemble fenfation, otherwile 
fuch property of matter would poffefs fenfation. 

I]. It appears in faét that they do not poflefs it. 

(1.) Scents and founds do not refemble their refpedtive caufes, 
but are referable to motion. (2.) Colour is reduceable to the 
fame; and Ikewife (3.) folidity, or hardnefs. (4.) Figure, as 
difcernible either by fight or touch, is known only by a variety 
of ideas or impreffions being included in one perception. 
~ Jn the’ conclufion, the Author fays, * Like a true fage, I have 
endeavoured to point out the truth; to place it on an immove- 
able bafis, and feparate it from the idle fancies by which man- 


kind are led aftray. But though it belongs to the fage to = 
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the documents of truth, conviction depends upon capacity, and 
this the fage hath not to below. Like every metaphyfician, I 
am certain and clear in my opinions; yet I greatly fear, that to- 
gether with many other difcourfes on the emptine/s of the world, 
ali | have faid will be in vain. They will go every man a wan- 
dering after his own imagination. One will go to find perfume 
in a rofe, independent of perception ; a fecond to find coolnefs 
jathe brock: another to find folidity in the oak: this to find 
found in a fiddle-{tring : and that to fee colours in an evening- 
fxy. None will believe the word of a philofopher, that thete 
things are not what they feem: that it is in the mind only where 
fenfation dwells ; and that they ought to look up to this as the 
gle fource of pleafure and pain.’ 

On this Effay we can only beftow the general praife of great 
acutenefs ; and a wivacity feldom to be met with in metaphyfical 
writings. We will not rifque a farther opinion of its merits : 
becaufe in points fo fubtle it is hard to determine on which fide 
truth may be found, or whether it may be found on either. BR 
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Art. VI. The Library. ae zs Dodfley. 1781. 


N the reflections with which this well-written poem com- 
mences, the Author obferves the infufficiency of reafon, or 
retirement, to alleviate the heavier afflictions of human life: 


and he proceeds: 
* Not Hope herfelf, with her old flattering art, 
Can cure this ftubborn ficknefs of the heart; 
The Sou! difdains each comfort fhe prepares, 
And anxious fearches for congenial cares; 
Thofe lenient cares, which, with our own combin’d, 
By mixt fenfations eafe th’ affli@ted mind, © 
And fteal our grief away, and leave their own bebind ; 
A lighter grief! which feeling hearts endure 
Without regret, nor ev’n demand a cure. 
But what ftrange art, what magic can difpofe 
The troubled mind to change its native woes? 
Or lead us willing from ourfelves, to fee 
Ochers more wretched, more undone than we? 
This Books can do—nor this alone; they give 
New views to life, and teach us how to live; 
They foothe the griev’d, the fubborn they chaftife, 
Fools they admonifh, and confirm the wife, 
Their aid they vield to all; they never fhun 
The man of forrow, nor the wretch undone : 
Unlike the hard, the felfifh, and the proud, 
They fly not fullen from the fuppliant crowd 3 
Nor tell to various people various things, 
Bur thew to fubjeéts what they thew to Kings. 
Come then, and entering view this fpacious {cene, 


This facred dome, this noble magazine ; 
Where 








The Library. 


Where mental wealth the poor in thought may find, 
And mental phyfic the difeas’d in mind ; 

See here the balms that paflion’s wounds affwage, 
See coolers here, that damp the fire of rage; 

Here al:’ratives by flow degrees contrcul 

The chronic habits of the fickly foul ; 

And round the heart, and o’er the aching head, 
Mild opiates here their fober influence fhed.’ 

To follow this agreeable and intelligent guide through all the 
departments of the Library, would trefpafs too much upon that 
time which we are compelled to give to lefs grateful purfuits. 
Paffing by, therefore, the regions of Philofophy, Phyfic, and 
Law, we fhall make a fhort ftop with the polemical and contro- 
verfial divines : 

* Now turn from thefe, to view yon ampler fpace, 
There refls a facred, grave, and folemn race; 
There the devout an awful ftation keep, 

Vigils advife, and yet difpofe to fleep; 


cdicoheu T But controverfial authors lie befide, 


There might they long in lafting peace abide, t 


Who friend from friend.and fire from fon divide; 
Endlefs difputes around the world they caufe, 
Creating now, and now conirouling laws; 
Dull though impatient, peevith though devout, 
With wit difgufling, and defpis’d without ; 
Saints in defign, in execution men, 
Peace in their looks, and vengeance in their pen. 
Methinks I fee, and ficken at the fight, 
Spirits of fpleen from yonder pile alight; 
Spirits that prompted every damning page, 
With pontiff pride and facerdotal rage; 
Lo! how they ftretch their gloomy wings around, 
And lath with furious ftroke the trembling ground! 
They pray, they fight, they murder, and thev weep, 
Wolves in their vengeance, in their manners fheep; 
Too well they a& the Prophet’s fatal part, 
Denouncing evil with a zealous heart, 
And each, like Jonas, is difpleas’d, if God 
Repent his anger, or with-hold his rod.’ 
There is another race of beings to whom the Reader will like 
to be introduced : 
* But who are thefe? Methinks a noble mien, 
And awful grandeur in their form are feen, 
Now in difgrace:: What tho’ negleét has fhed 
Polluting duft on every reverend head; 
What though beneath yon gilded tribe they lie, 
And dull obfervers pafs infulting by ; 
Forbid it thame; forbid it decent awe, 
What feems fo grave fhould no attention draw: 
Come let us then with reverend ftep advance, 
And greet—the ancient worthies of Romance. 


« Hence, 
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* Hence, ye prophane! J feel a former dread, 
A thoufand vitions float around my head; 
Hark! hollow blatts through empty courts refound, 
And fhadowy forms with flaring eyes ttalk round ; 
See! moats and bridges, walls and caftles rife, 
Ghotts, fairies, demons, dance before our eyes ; 
Lo! magic verfe infcrib'd on golden gate, 
And bloody hand that beckons on to fate: 
‘© And who art-thou, thou little page, unfold ? 
«* Say doth thy Lord my Claribel with hold? 
“* Go tell bim ftrait, Sir Knight, thou muft reign 
‘* Thy captive Queen—for Claribel is mine.” 
Away he flies; and now for bloody deeds, 
Black fuits of armour, mafks, and foaming fleeds; 
The Gient falls—his recreant throat I feize, 
And from his corflet take the maffy keys; 
Dukes, Lords and Knights in Jong proceffion move, 
Releas'd from bondage with my virgin love ;—- 
She comes, fhe comes in aj] the charms of youth, 
Unequall’d love and unfafpe&ed truth! 

‘ Ah! bappy he who thus in magic themes, 
O’er worlds bewntch’d, in early rapture dreams, 
Where wild Enchantment waves her potent wand, 
Acd Fancy’s beauties fill her fairy land ; 
Where doubtful objects ftrange defires excite, 
And fear and ignorance affords delight. 

‘ But loft, for ever loft, to me thefe joys, 
Which Reafon fcatters, and which Time deftroys; 
Yoo dearly bought, maturer Judgment calls 
My bufied mind from tales and madrigals ; 
My doughty Giants all} are flain cr fled, 
And all my Knights, blue, green, and yellow, dead; 
No more the midnight Fairy tribe I view | 
Allin the merry moonfhine upling dew; 
Ev’n the Jatt lingering fiction of the brain, 
‘The church-yard Ghott, is now at reft again ; 
And all thefe wayward wandcrings of my youth, 

ly Reafon’s power, and fhun the light of Truth. 

‘ With Fiction then does real joy refide, 
And is our Reafon the delufive guide? 
Is it then right to dream the Syrens fing? 
Or mount enraptur’d on the Dragon's wing? 
No, ’tis the infant mind, to care unknown, 
‘That makes th’ imagined paradife its own ; 
Soon as reflections in the bofom rife, 
Light flumbers vanith from the clouded eyes; 
‘Ihe tear and {mile, that once together rofe, 
Are then divorc’d ; the head and heart are foes ; 
Enchantment bows to Wifdom’s fericus plan, 
And pain and prudence make and mzr the man,’ 

After the fpecimens that have been given, to fay what our 
fentiments are of this performance would be needlefs. The 


Reader will perceive it is the production of no common pen. 
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Art. VII. Runie Odes. Imitated from the Norfe Tongue. : In the 
Manrer of Mr. Gray. By Thomas James Mathias. y10, 1s. 6d, 
Becket, &c. 1781. 


ATHER with a view to gratify curiofity, than from the 

expeciation of communicating pleafure, has Mr, Mathias, 
we prefume, printed his runic odes. The wild and monftrous 
fyftem of ee mythology, though it may occahionally fur- 
nifh a fublime or magnificent image, yet when confidered as 
a fubject for modern poetry, contains little that can be intereft- 
ing. Should we be told that the tr “s ations of Mr. Gray are 
exceptions to this remark, we may afk wh at could not the ge- 
nious of Gray have given animation to? We with it not to 
be inferred, however, that we are diffatisfied with the attempts 
of Mr. Mathies: his tranflations being in general fpirited and 
harmonious. In proof of this we give the iollowing pailuge 
from his firft Ode, intitled, Ze Twill: ght of the Geds 5 or the De- 
firu€lion of the World: 


* Why does teauteous Lina weep? 
Whence thofe jorn notes in accent deep? 
For battle Odin gins prepare ; 

Alof: in diftant realms of air, 

Mark the murd’rous monfter * ftalk, 
In printlefs majefty of walk. 

Odin kens his well-known tread; 
The fatal fifters clip the thread : 

To the manfion cold he creeps—— 
In vain the. beauteous Lina weeps. 

‘ Glowing with paternal fire, 

Generous rage and fierce defire, 

‘See Odin’s offspring, Vidar bold, 

His fanguine courfe unfault’ring hold. 
Nought he fears the wolfith grin, 

Tho’ flaughter’s minions round him din; 
In vain ’gainft him, in fell accord, 
Giant forms uplift the {word ; 

He locks his foe in iron fleep, 

And tiamps the filial vengeance deep. 

* Think not yet the meafure full, 

Or the blade with carnage dull ; 

Lodina’s glory, heart, and hand, 

Joins the fight, and takes his fland. 

Lo! in many a horrid turn, 

Creft that gliftens, eyes that barn, 

The lordly ferpent rolls along, 

Nor fears the brave, nor heeds the ftrong: 
But hark, ’twas fate in thunder {poke ; 
Vidar deals the forceful ftroke, 





* The wolf Fenris, by whom Odin was flain. 
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Ibbetfon’s Differtations. 


Lays the death-doom‘d monfter low, 
And triumphs o’er his burnifh’d foe. 

‘ From the cavern deep and dank, 
Bonds that burit, and chains that clank, 
Proclaim the gricfly form canine, 
| Loofen’d from his long confine: 

Garmar * foams with rage and fhame; 
Garmar, to gods no feariefs name. 

‘ Signs abroad portentous low’r ; 

°Tis defolation’s fated hour: 
Fiery fhapes the ether wing ; 
Surtur calls, they know their king. 
Dark encircling clouds abforb 
The luitre of light’s central orb ; 
| Confcious flars no more difpenfe 
i Their gently beaming influence ; 

But buriting from their fhaken {phere, 
Unfubitant:al difappear. 
No more this penfile mundane ball 
Rolls thro’ the wide aereal hall ; 
Ingulphed finks the vaft machine. 
Who fhall fay, the things have been ? 
For lo! the curtain clofe and murk 
Veils creation’s ruin’d work, 

In the eighth line of the above quotation, the Tranflator has 
inadvertently admitted the fatal fifters clipping the thread of 
life, a fiction that properly belongs to the Mythology of Greece. 
In the laft Ode, alfo, intitled an Incantation, founded on the 
northern Mythology, is an impropriety of the fame kind : 

‘ While the midright torches gleam, 
Rivals of pale Cynthia's Beam. 

The Dialogue at the tomb of Argantyr has been more than 
once tranflated before. There is a well-executed tranflation of 
| itin a colleétion of poems publifhed a few years ago by Mr. Ste- 
| phens of Magdalen College, Oxford. See our Review, Vol. 
LILI. 263. 


* Immediately previous to the deftrution of the world, the Edda 
fuppofes, that the Stygian dog, named Garmar, will be unbound. C.t.6 
° ° 











thie O 








Art. VIL. A Differtation on the Fudicial Customs of the Saxon and 
Norman dge. by James Jbbeiion, Efq; Barrifler at Law. 4to. 

| 1s.6d. White. 1780. 

| Art. 1X. Difertation on the National Afemblies under the Saxon and 

; Norman Governments, with a Poitfcript addrefled to the Dean of 

Gioh@r. By James Ibbetfon, Efq. Barriiter at Law. 4to. 

2s. FPaulder 17816 


‘HESE Differtations are confiderably connected in their 
general object, and particular line of ftudy ; and may be 
looked upon as the natural fruits of a young Barrifter’s re- 
fearches 
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fearches into the cuftoms and inftitutions of early times. We 
fhould have pronounced the firft of the two, viz. the Differtae 
tion on the fudzcial Cuffoms, &c. to have iffued from the Ro- 
bertfonian School, did not Mr. Ibbetfon {peak of the fubjcé as 
being in its nature novel and peculiar ; whereas it could hardly 
appear very zovel to any perfon who has read and remembers 
(and it is impoffible for one who has once read to forget) Dr. 
Robertfon’s mafterly introduCion to the ‘ Hiftory of the Em- 
peror Charles V. with the proofs and illuftrations annexed to 
it.” 

The object of the fecond Differtation is to fhew the origin of 
national affemblies in this country, rather than the prefent con- 
flitution of Parliament. ‘The traces of general or national coun- 
cils and conventions, are indeed abundantly evident in our hif- 
tory; though they appear to have been differently conftituted 
at different periods, under the Saxon governments ftrongly 
verging to democratical freedom, and in the Norman times to 
Ariftocratical tyranny: till at length the introdu@ion of po- 
pular reprefentation, cherifhed and fupported by a fortunate co- 
incidence of events, reftored in fome meafure the richts of the 
people, and brought our conftitution to its proper po:fe. Thefe 


changes and thefe events Mr. Ibbe:fon has deduced with great- 


ingenuity. His ftile is animated and vigorous, his authorities 
are full and fatisfactory. 

Though Mr. I. is fufficiently fevere upon the unfriendly ge- 
nius of the feudal Ariftocracy, he will not fuffer any other 
writer to exaggerate its oppreffions. In his Poftfcript, ad- 
dreffled to the Dean of Gloucefter, he convicts the Reverend 
Polemic of a grofs miftake relating to the antient boroughs, and 
Jikewifle in aflerting that the military tenants were the only free- 
men of the realm, and that the tenants in /ocage were held in a 
ftate of flavery. ‘ The intention of thefe mifreprefentations 
(fays Mr. Ibbetfon) is fufficiently apparent, they evidently 
tend to invalidate the exiftence of political, and indeed of civil, 
liberty, beneath the feudal goverment, except in the inftance of 
the barons: to reduce the hufbandmen and the tradefmen to a ftate 
of villenage ; to deny the exiftence of the rights we at prefent 
enjoy, till they were wrung from the crown by the arms of its 
vaflals, and diffeminated by fimilar ufurpations of the commons: 
and finally by thefe infidious deductions to ftrengthen the Au- 
thor’s attack upon the privileges we feel, and the conftitution 


we revere,’ 
I & 








| 
} 








a ee 





en 








( 429 ) 


Art. X. Vindicie Flaviane: Or, a Vindication of the Teftimony 
given by Jofephus concerning ovr Saviour Jefus Chrift. By Jacob 
Bryant, Efq. S8vo. ts, 6d. Cadell, &c. 1780, 


« y T. mult be owned,” fays Dr. Jortin, with his ufual plea- 

fantry *, ** to have been a generous proceeding in Vof- 
fius, to take the weaker ffde on feveral occafions, and to be an 
advocate for thofe who ftood moft in need of affiftance; in 
which charitable behaviour he has been, and will be imitated.” 
We with that Mr. Bryant, the very Jearned Writer now before 
us, may not have fome concern in this remark and prediétion. 
The authenticity of the paflage in Jofephus concerning our Saviour 


‘Jefus Chrift, though it be found in all the copies of his Works 


now extant, has been, with great reafon, called in queftion by 
fome of the moft learned men and able critics of this and the 
two preceding centuries. Mr. Bryant, in the prefent publica- 
tion, has enumerated the following: Gifanius and Ofiander, ‘fa- 
cobus Salianus, Daniel Hetnfius, ‘facobus and Ludovicus Capellus, 
Boxhornus, Salmafius, Gronovius, Vorftius, Frenchemius, Tanaquil 
Faber, Sebaldus Snellius, Blondell, and Lardner. He might have 
added Le Clerc, Vitringa, Warburton, &c. On the contrary, 
it has been received as genuine, and defended by Cave, Huet, 
Fabricius, Whifton, Spanbeim, Daubuz, and many others. The 
Reader will find a very juft and impartial account of the argu- 
ment on both fides, with many judicious remarks, in Dr. Lard- 
ner’s Jewifh and Heathen Teftimanies to the Truth of the Chriftian 
Religion, Vol. 1. p. 150, and Preface to Vol. il. The laft 
writer in this country, profeffedly in vindication of the paflage, 
was Dr. N. Fortter, who, in a Diflertation publifhed at Oxford, 
174g, attempted, by an arbitrary alteration of the text, to ren- 
der it more confiltent with the known character and fentiments 
of fofephus. Dr. Lardacr, in the latter of the two places 
above referred to, has, in our opinion, given a fatisfaétory re- 
piy to bis arguments. 

Nir. Bryant has now ranked himfelf among the defenders of 
this celebrated paragraph; endeavouring to prove it genuine, by 
taking into contideration the character and circumftances of the 
hiftorian, together with © the temper of the times, and the difpo- 
hiion of the Jews, both when our Saviour lived, and when Jo- 
{ phus wrote,’ and by giving fuch an interpretation of the 
pailage itfclf, as may reader it confifent with his fentiments 
and fituation. © My purpoie,’ fays he, * is to fearch into the 
internal evidences with which this hiftory is attended : to con- 
lider the fituation of the Jews in general, and of Jofephus in 
particular, and of their difpefition towards our Saviour and his 
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miracles: and laftly, to fhew that there is nothing in the ac. 
count tranfmitted of Chrift, the Man of Wifdom, but what an 
hiftorian, fo fituated and circumftanced as Jofephus, may be 
f{uppofed to have given,’ 

In order to enable our Readers to judge of the merit of his 
arcument, and of the ability with which he hath fupported it, 
we fhall firft lay before them his tranflation of the paffage, and 
then give a few {pecimens of his reafoning in defence of it. His 
tranflation of the paflage, as corre€ted by himfelf in his remarks 
on the feveral parts of it, is as follows: 

© At this time ‘Fefus appeared to the world, a man diftinguifbed 
for his wifdom; if it be right to fpeak of him merely asa man. For 
‘he was a performer of wonderful works: a teacher of thofe who 
were well inclined to religion and virtue. And he won over to his doc- 
trines many of the native Fews, and - many of the Frellenife, who 
were of other countries. This was the perfon named Chrifl. And 
when Pilate, upon an accufation of the principal perfons among the 
‘Jews, had condemned him to be crucified, thofe, who had from the 
beginning fhewed their regard for him, /iill perfified in their affec 
tion. For he appeared to them upon the third day reftored to life, 
according to the predidtions of the facred Prophets; who had foretold 
this, and many other wonderful circumflances concerning him. And 
to this day there exifis a fect, who are from him denominated Chrif- 
tians.’ 

The learned Reader will perceive, by comparing this with 
the original, that in feveral places it is rather a paraphraie, than 
atranflation. Mr. Bryant fupports his interpretation by confi- 
dering each fentence apart, and endeavours to prove that there 
is nothing in the whole, but what may be fairly fuppofed to 
have come from the pen of Jofephus. We proceed to give 
fome {pecimens of his reafoning on the fubject. 

"Hy yap wapadckwy toyav montis: For he was a performer of 
wonderful works. © A Chriftian writer,’ fays Mr. Bryant, 
* would probably have fpoken of thefe works by the terms 
Savnaciov e'yov:? Dr. Lardner'*, in his Remarks on Dr. 
Forfter’s Diflertation above-mentioned, has brought inftanccs to 
prove, that the word raeaddZos in Jofephus has a precife and 
determinate meaning, and is equivalent to miraculous. He like- 
wife obferves, that Eufebius applies the term ragadofo¢ to the 
miracles of Jefus in the title of the chapter in which he intro- 
duces the paflage in queftion from Jofephus; and that in two 
different paflages of his Demonffratio Evangelica, he makes ule 
of the very expreffion, rapzdigwv mantis Foywv, when fpeaking 
of our Saviour, Mr, Bryant’s remark therefore falls to the 
ground; and it even becomes probable, that either Eufebius him- 





* Jew. and Heath. Tet. Pref, to Vol, Il. p. 9. 
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felf, 2 5 Tanaquil Faber fufpected, or fome other Chriftian about 


his time, compofed the paragraph under confideration. 
Aidaonxr.0$ ay eos ‘ray tov ndon TaANSn dexoutvor: literally, 
A teacher of fuch men as received the truth with pleafure. Mr. 
Bryant, in fupport of his interpretation, having repeated from 
Daubuz fome inftances of a fimilar phrafeology in Jofephus, 


 obferves that our Saviour and his Apoftles ufe the word dan Ser 





forthe Gofpe! doétrine, and that Jofephus * may be fuppofed 


to act as an hiftorian of Greece would have done, if he had been 
tomention Zeno the Stvic, and had defcribed him, as didoioxa- 
hes avSoumav, Twy ndovN +O Xarov, Hy TO Woe, DEKomeveerv.” 
But not fatisfied with this account of the matter, he proceeds 
ta inquire into the different fenfes in which the words, true and 
truth, are ufed in the Old and New Teftament, and in the 
Septuagint, and concludes that by +’ «a»57, Jofephus may be 
fuppofed to intend religion and morality in general. Upon this 
meeanatinn and reafoning we beg leave to remark, that we 
believe Mr. Bryant would find it difficult to produce a pailage 
from any writer, who was not a Chriftian, in which the Chrif- 


tian doétrine is ftiled +9 o&Andes, or wAiSeix; that it would 
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have been more to his purpofe to have produced fome inftances 
out of Jofephus, in which to aaydi¢ is put for religion, or mo- 
rility in general, than to have fearched for them in the Scrip- 
tures ; and that in the Scriptures, wherever war may be fup- 
pofed to fiznify religion, they intend the true religion, in oppo- 
ition to falfe ones, and are never equivalent in their fignification 
to morality, any further than juftice and integrity may imply 
aregard to moral obligation in gencral. 

By +o EAaAnvixev in the next fentence Mr. Bryant, as we 

ave fren; underftands the Helleniftz, that is, according to his 
Interpretation, the devout men mentioned Adts | it. 5. as oppofed 
to Teduics or mative Jews. [t is generally tranflated, Gentiles. 
And it has been ot} bjected, that we have no account of our Sa- 
viour’s making any profelytes among the Geatiles. Upon this 
lubje&t Mr. Bryant has the following note, which we recom. 
mend to the attention of the curious. 

* But after all, do we not go too fur in this notion? The 
principal object of our Saviour’s miffion was certainly the houle 
of Ifrael, But we cannot fuppofe that he excluded others, 
who believed and defired to be of his fold. What are we to 
think of the Centurion, whofe fervant was healed: and of the 
woman of Syrophenicia? St. John mentions a nobleman (avn 
CarsrAsnSy) of Cape rnaum, who believed, and all his houfe. 
Are we certain that be was a Jew? Even among the Apoftles, 
was not Simon the Canaanite originally a Gentile? By his fe- 
condary name aos is room to fuppofe jt. It is faid, Matth. 
W. 24. that our Saviour’s fare cent (not only thro ugh ; a!) fu- 
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dea, but) throughout all Syria: and they brought him all fick people 
that were taken with divers difeafes and torments—and he healed 
them. Were none of thefe believers? He wenc more than once 
acrofs the Lake into the region of the Gadarenes, and of other 
people half Pagan. Here he probably made fome profelytes. 

‘O Xpisce ovres wv. * By this,’ fays Mr. Bryant, * the aue 
thor did not mean, that he efteemed Jefus as the Meffiah; but 
only that he was the perfon called Chrift. We may form a 
judgment of his meaning from the manner of his ex preffing 
himfelf in another place, when he is {peaking of James, who 
was put to death by Herod. He ftyles him * ader@ov Ince rz 
Aeyoueve Xora: the brother of ‘Fefus, woo was called Chrift” But 
if we form a judgment from the manner of expreffion in the 
latter paflage, we fhould expect, in cafe the author’s meanin 
in the former had been what Mr. Bryant fuppofes it to have 
been, that he would have written Oztos tv 6 Agyomevos Xeisocs 
— The moft plaufible argument which our Author has advanced 
in favour of his interpretation is as follows: 

© It is neceflary to confider farther, to whom Jofephus ad- 
drefled himfelf in this hiftory. Does he not tell us, that he 
wrote principally for the Greeks; and in the next place for the 
Romans? To what poffible purpofe could it have been, if he 
had told either of thofe nations that Jefus was the Meffiah? 
They would not have underftood the term: and it would have 
ferved only to have embarrafled the hiftory. But of Chrift, 
whom they often ftiled Xeuscs, and Chreftus, they had heard.’ 

Even this reafoning is, in our opinion, more fpecious than 
folid ; and, indeed, includes in it a Petitio Principii. 

In the courfe of his obfervations on this part of the paragraph, 
Mr. Bryant takes occafion to confider the objection that has been 
made to the whole from the filence of Origen, and endeavours 
to prove, that he muft have had it in his copies of Jofephus. 
His reafoning on this fubjcct is too fingular to pafs unnoticed. 
There are two paflages in which Origen afflerts that Jofephus did 
not look upon Jefus as the Chrift. Mr. Bryant, having quoted 
one of thefe paflages +, argues thus: * Now it is to be obterved, 
that there is no part of Jofephus, excepting the paflage in aif- 
pute, from whence Origen could have made this inference, that 
the author did not look upon fetus as the Chriff. In this paf- 
fage the hiftorian fays, that he was the fame perfon as Chrift; 
and that a fet of people called Chriftians ftill remained: in 
which account he tacitly excludes himfelf from being of that 





* Antiq. L. 20. C. g. p. 976. 

+ Comm. in Matth. xiti. 55. In tranflating this paffage, he ren- 
ders tly Inctv nua, Fefus, whom we worfo.p. Whether this be 
through defign or carelefinefs it is equally unjuitifable. 
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number. There is not a fyllable elfewhere mentioned, from 
whence Origen could have made fucha deduction. He muft 
therefore, Of a certainty, have feen this hiftory of our Saviour. 
Mr. Bryant’s obfervations upon the other paffage in Origen 
are {till more extraordinary. We give them at length, as 
a ftriking inftance of the effect of prejudice, and the love 
of paradox, in confounding the ideas, and cafting an obfcurity 
over the reafoning of a man of fenfe and learning. 
¢ But let us proceed,’ fays he, ‘to a ftri&ture upon Jofephus, 
fimilar to that above, from another part of Origen. * This wri- 
ter, though he did not believe in fFefus, as the Chrif?, or Meffiah, 
yet when he was fearching out the caufe of the city’s ruin, and of the 
dejiruction of the temple, ought to have acknowledged, that all this hap- 
ened on account of their injuflice towards ‘fefus ; and of their having 
flain the Chrift, who had been foretold by the prophets. But he, ac- 
ceding in fome degree, though, as it were, unwillingly, to the truth, 
fis, that ail this evil came upon the Fews as a judgment fiom 
God, for their behaviour towards Fames the ‘fu/?, wha was the bro- 
ther of fefus, called Chrif?. For they put him to death, though he 
was confeffedly a man of the moft confummate virtue. If then he 
could attribute the deftruction of ferufalem to James, with how much 
more propriety might he have afcribed it to the death of ‘fefusChrift ? 
We find here, that Origen teems to blame Jofephus for not at- 
tributing the evils which the Jews experienced to Chriit, ra- 
ther than to James ; for he was a perfon of more confequence ; 
and their outrage to him more heinous. But how could he 
have expected any fuch thing from this hiftorian, if he had 
never {hewn that he was at all acquainted with Chrift; but only 
had mentioned his name incidentally ? Origen thinks the beha- 
viour of Jofephus upon this occafion ftill more ftrange, as Chrift 
had been foretold by the prophets. But the hiftorian muft have 
fhewn that he was acquainted with our Saviour’s character, or 
how could he have known that it was conformable to the pro- 
phecies which had preceded. When this learned father tells 
us, that Jofephus did not believe in Jefus, as the Chri/?, fome 
may perhaps think, very juftly in our opinion, ‘ that he formed 
his judgment from the words adeagos Inox te Aryoueva Xgise : 
which by a perfon who believed, would have been rather ex~ 
prefled Inos +s Xossx. From hence he may be thought to have 
concluded, that Jofephus was not a Chriftian. But St, Mat- 
thew ufes the fame terms, § Incas o Agyomevos Xeisos; and no 
one can fuppofe him to have been an unbeliever. Origen muft 
therefore have formed his opinion upon other grounds ; from theevi- 
dence of the hiftorian in the paflage, which is the fubjeé of debate, 
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he very Wo! ds of Orig ven, ‘O OaUrToc KUT OME ARS wy tw 1 
ws Xess, wherein he inti mates, that “Jofephus did net believe ; 

Telus, as the Chrift, thew plainly that the hiftorian did in bie 
degree believe, and that he had afforded evidence of his belief, 
This is manifeft paft all difpute. 

‘ We may then be affured that Jofephus had given an hif. 
tory of this divine perfon ; and Origen had certainly feen it, 
as is plain from what has preceded; otherwife he would not 
have blamed the hiftorian for not mentioning Chrift as th 
caufe of thefe calamities, but for not mentioning him at all, 
The firft was only a wrong inference, not fo much of Jofephus, 
as of his countrymen, and of little confequence. But the lat- 

r, had it been true, would have been a fatal omiffion, and an 
saiedoaalibe defeét ; for he who knew fo much of the Difci- 
ple, could not well be ignorant of the Mafter ; and fhould have 
taken proper notice of his character. All which in reality we 
find done. Origen therefore was acquainted with this paflage ; 
and as he tells us more than once, that Jofephus never ad- 
mitted Jefus to have been the Saviour of the world, he fhews 
ptainly how he interpreted the words ‘O Xessos autos uv. 

And when Pilate upon an accufation of the principal perfons 
among the fews, had condemned bim to be crucified, thofe who had 
from “the beginning fhewed their regard for him, fiill perfified in 
their affection ; for he appeared to them upon the third day reftored 
to life, according to the predictions of the facred prophets, who had 
foretold this, and many other wonderful circumflances concerning 
him.’ 

It has been juftly thought that the latter fentence could not 
have been written by any one who was not a Chriftian. Mr. 
Bryant, on the contrary, is perfuaded, * that many would have 
given a like teflimony, had they been calied upon, though they 
were not of the Chriltian community. For, fays he, ‘ all that 
we have here told us, is, that Jefus was an extraordinary pere 
fon, and wonderfully endewed: one who had this immunity 
above others, that his body was not confined to the grave, but 
was raifed upon the third day.’ Is this all that we are here 
told ? Is it a circumftance of no account that the refurrection 
of Jefus took place according to the predictions of the prophets, 

nd that they foretold many other wonderful ae concerning 
“nay ? Mr. Bryant, in fup port of his opinion, mentions, Herod’s 
fulpicion that he was Joon the Baptift —_— from the dead, and 
the repe aicd declaration of the people, * This is of a truth the Pro- 
phet,’ &e. Bat who does not fee the difference between the 
cafes ? Herod’s fulpicion arofe from an epinion which prevailed 
among tie nd that they who were put to death upon a reli- 
"gle us “account, would rife trom the d lead, and appear again upon 
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his miracles and doGrine, and not upon the fulfilment of the 
prophecies in him. Mr, Bryant further alleges that the mira- 
cles of our Saviour were unive rfaily credited by the Jews, and 
indeed that neither Julian, Celfus, nor Porphyry ever difputed 
them. True: but they afcribed. them to the avency of evil 
fpirits, or to the power of magic. If they had atcribed them 
to a divine agency, they muft have believed his divine mif- 
fion. 

The chief ftrength of Mr. Bryant’s argument upon this part 
of the paragraph is, we think, contained in the following quo- 
tation. Having obferved that ma iny of the Jews © were as inve- 
terate againft him, as his difciples were zealous in his caufe ;’ 
he goes on, © but there was a third fort between thefe two ox. 
tremes ; which confitted of a large party in the nation. Thefe 
faw the fanctity of his manners, the excellency of his doctrines, 
and were aftonifhed at his miracles ; and though they could not 

allow him to be the Chriit who was tocome, yet they efteemed 
him as fomething more than man. Many imagined that there 
were two different perfons pointed out in the facred writings ; 
the one a great prophet, a’ worker of miracles, and preacher of 
righteoulnefs; the other a victorious prince, who was to free 
them from the bondage of the Romans, and whofe dominion 
was to be over the whole earth, They thought that the for- 
mer character might be applied to our Saviour; though they 
were {till ftaggered. about many appearances, which they knew 
not how to reconcile. Such, I imagine, was Nicodemus, and 
Jofeph of Arimathea; fuch ‘alfo Gamaliel, ane: many of thole 
difciples who upon a time deferted their Maftcr*. Many of the 
firft converts after his death had been sro in this ftate of 
mind. Thefe, though they were not confirmed in their faith, 
et yielded to the evidence of their fenfes. In confequence of 
which they believed in part, and admitted the prophecies par- 
tially ; and had they been calicd upon to give an account cf 
Chriit, they would have afforded much the fame hittory as is 
given by Jofephus.” 

‘Such was the middle party among the Jews. It confifted of 
a fet of people in a fiate of fulpence ; who, though they were not 
enemies to the gotp: l, yet couid not bring themfelves to accede 
to it. Amongft the people of this clais we may j luce the 
Jewith hiftorian. He faw the truth, but ata diftance;: &e. 

There are many things in this ps lace to which jufi obj étions 
may be made. The greater part of it is aflertion aid conjec- 
ture, uniupperted by Widese e. Some of the Jews, no doubr, 
thought mote favour.>'y of Jefus than others. If he had ap- 
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peared merely as a reprover of vice, and a preacher of rightes 
oufnefs, many might have looked upon his miracles as inftances 
of divine power, and even believed his refurre&tion. But as he 
avowed himfeif to be the Meiffiah, appealed to his miracles in 
proof of his pretenfions, and maintained their truth in the pre- 
fence of his judges, and even to thelaft hour of his life, we 
cannot admit, that any of the Jews who were not convinced 
that he was the Meffiah, would efteem him fomething more 
than man; or believe that his character and tranfaCtions were 
foretold by the iacred prophets, and that he rofe from the dead 
according to their predictions. 

Inthe fequel of his difcourfe, Mr. Bryant, among other 
things, compares the cafe of Jofephus, fuppofing him to be the 
author of the paragraph, with that of Roufleau, who, notwith- 
ftanding the exalted terms in which he fpeaks of Chrift and of 
the Gofpel, continued an unbeliever, and returns a flight, 
and, in our opinion, a very unfatisfactory anfwer to the objec- 
tions that have been raifed againft the authenticity of the paf- 
fage in queftion, from its not being quoted by any Chriftian 
writer before Eufebius, or by Photius who lived in the ninth 
century ; and from the unnatural and irregular manner in which. 
it is introduced. There are other objections of no little weight, 
of which he has not thought proper to take any notice. Upon 
the whole, we cannot think that Mr. Bryant has fucceeded in 
his attempt to vindicate this juftly fufpected paffage, or that by 
the-prefent publication he will add, in any refpect, to the great 
reputation which he hath aequired by his other writings. We 
fhall clofe the Article with a judicious remark of Dr. Lardner 
on the fubjeét, which we recommend to the confideration, not 
only of Mr. Bryant, but of all thofe who are more inclined to 
defend fufpicious paflages in ancient writers, than to make a 
proper advantage of thofe which are unqueftionably genuine. 

To conclude, fays that excellent Writer *, ‘ it appears to 
me to be the wifdom and the intereft of Chriftians, to adhere to, 
and improve the genuine works of fofephus, and to maintain 
their integrity, inftead of attempting to vindicate the paflages +, 
which are fo juftly fufpected to be interpolations. 





* Jew. and Heath. Teft. Vol. II. Pref. p. xix. 

+ [he Door had been {peaking of the paflage in which mention 
is made of James the brother of Jefus, referred to in the quotation 
from Origen in the preceding part of this Article, as well as of that 
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Art. XI. An Effay upon Tune: Beimg an Attempt to free the Sca'e of 
Msfic, and the 7 une of Inftruments, from Imperfection. Illattrated 
with plates. 8vo. 68, Boards. Edinburgh, Elliot; Cadell, 
London. 1781. 


F thofe who receive delight from mufic, but without under- 
ftanding the principles of that fcience, were to be apprized 
of the dry and laborious means by which their entertainment is 
provided for them; they would fet a high value on the works of 
thofe who, like the prefent Author, fubmit to the drudgery of 


procuring the moft delicate materials for the mufical treat, 


They would learn that tneir fleeting and fhort-lived gratifica- 
tion is procured at the expence of fevere ftudy, and of long and 
laborious calculations. Swift’s ludicrous allufion to cookery, 
and applied by him to poetry, is more juftly applicable to mufic, 
and particularly to the labours of the Mufical Theorift :— 

‘* And here a fimile comes pat in: 

Though chickens take a monch to fatten, 

‘The guetls, in Jefs than hali an hour, 

Will more than half a fcore devour.” 

Among the difficulties which attend the due preparation of 
the mufical feaft, there are fome which concern the very ele» 
ments, or the eflential ingredients of which the treat is to be 
compounded. ‘Thefe form the fubject of the prefent work, and 
relate to what is called the fcale of mujfic; that is, the torés or 
notes of which every mufical piece is compounded. 

The imperfections of all seyed and wind.inftruments, as well 
as the caufes of thefe imperfections, are well known, and need 
not be here enumerated. ‘The violin, however, and inftruments 
of that kind, though they certainly have four, or more, fixed 
notes, have hitherto been confidered as exempt from thofe falfi- 
ties of tune which attend the others, whofe tones are all fixed. 
The Author, neverthelefs, obferves, that the zatural * tune of 
the violin’—meaning the tune of its open ftrings,—* is falfe in 
all the keys but one.’ His intention in the firft of the two parts 
into which he has divided this work, is to ‘ give rules, eafy to be 
followed by a performer on the violin, which will direét him 
towards perfect tune, and enable him to approach it as near as 
his induftry and command of hand will permit; qualifying him 
alfo to judge of errors with the utmoft precifion,’ 

In the fecond Part, the Author undertakes to give * fuch 
plans of conftru@ion for other inftruments, as will afford per- 
fect tune, in every key, free from all defect or excefs, even in 
the relations of the internal intervals of the fcale of mufic; the 
—- of which has hitherto baffled the moft anxious ef- 
ays.” 

_The Author accordingly begins with the violin; and, in ex- 
bibiting the true intervals of tune, fhews that the component 
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elements of the. octave confilt of major tones, in the ratio of 
8:93 Of minor tones, in the ratio of g: 10; and of femitones 
in the ratio of 15:163 -while the ratio of the comma is as 
80:81. 

Without topping to exemplify bis manner of a{certaining 
thefe intervals, we fhall confine ourfelves to the giving an ace 
countoft a few eafy experiments, which the Author prapofes aS exe 
amples of the manner of accurately tuning Comma—that great 
ftumbling-block of theoretical muficians—which conftitutes the 
difference between the major and the minor tone. Thefe examples 
will likewife exhibit the xatural imperfections of the violin. We 
fhall deliver them in our own words. 
~ Inaviolin, the four ftrings of which are accurately tuned fif:hs 
to each other, the firft ftring is not in perfect tune with the 
fourth: for let E on the fecond ftring be taken unifon with 
E on the open firft ftring, and be then founded with G on the 
third ftring ; fo fopped as to conftitute with it a major fixth: 
thes laft mentioned G will fenfibly differ from the G on the 
fame ftring, which is a true ociave to the open fourth ftrine; and 
the amount of this difference will be Comma. Or, experiment- 
ally, thus: | 

Uiing the full fhift (as furnifhing a more convenient pofition 
of the hand), witn the fecond finger on the fecond ftring found 
EF, unifon with the open firit firing; and then, with the firft 
finger on the third ftring, find a major fixth to this E. Now, 
if the note thus acquired (g) be founded together with G, on 
the open fourth firing (its octave below), it will be fenfibly too 
foarp; and the finger mult be flid upwards, or towards the nut 
‘of the violin, to produce a juft o€tave. Again: 

Sound B, with the firit finger on the fecond firing, fo as to 
make a pertect fourth with E, the open firft {tring ; and then 
found the fame 6 with D the open third ftring. ‘This laft in- 
terval, if the /cale of the fiddle were perfect, ought to de a true 


wa 





major fixth; but the two notes will be found to be fenfibly out 
of tune. On the other hand, if the firfi finger be moved a little, 
fo as to make this laft fixth perfect ; the former perfeét chord of 
fourth, made with the open firft fring, will, in its turn, be de- 
ftroyed : fo tuat thefe two concords cannot pofibly be ftruck in 
tune, from the fame pofition of the finger on the fecond ftring. 
—The interval, which deftroys the perteétion of thefe chorés 
is Comma.—We fhall add one more example, or experiment, In 
the Author’s own words: 

‘ Stop the third ftring in E, chord of fixth greater to the 
open fourth firing G3 and after the chord is accurately ad- 
jufted, carefully preferve the pofition of this laft found L, and 
take its octave with the fourth finger upon the fecond ftring.— 


‘This lat mentioned E, upon the fecond firing, will be found 
to 
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to be jlatter than the tune of the open firft tring, and the diffce 
rence is Comma. A fhocking difference « it is, ‘when thus 
brought into direct compzrifon ; "and it is not tobe doubted, 

but that a performer would hiwhk himfelf highly 2fronted if he 
were told, that he is often fo much, and fometimes much more, 
out of tune,’ 

Though thefe matters have been long known, and the pre- 
cife ratios have been determined by t theorifts ; yet it is certainly 
ufeful and agreeable to have the truth of them thus fa itisfaCtorily 
afcertained ‘by direct experiments: and although fome manage- 
ment and dexterity be required in preferving the fame pofition 
of the hand, in making thefe trials; thefe "expe riments, and 
others which we omit, may eafily, after a little practice, be re- 
peated by any performer on the violin ; who will be aff te ed, as 
we long ago obferved *, and as the Author likewife obferves, 
in the procuring of abe concords, by an attehtion to the 
third founds difcovered by Tartint. The Author afterwaids de- 
fertbes, and illuftrates by a drawing, a method of making thefe 
experiments on the violin more accurately, by means of a piece 
of brafs wire, previoufly foftened in the fre, wrapped round the 
fore-finger, and which is ufed us an occafional fret. 

After taking notice of the we!l-known errors tm the tune of 
the harpfichord, organ, and all the other inftruments whofe 
tones are fixed, and which often amount to more than comma ; 
he adds, that it may feem difficult £ to convict a violtn-per- 
former of fuch errors; for, it muft be acknowledved that the 
inftrument is capable of perfect tune: but the queftion is, whe- 
therever, in fact, perfect tune has been performed upon it? There 
is reafon to think it has not; and that the errors of the ef per- 
formers are very frequently not lefs, but {till greater, than thofe 
found in fixed inftruments.’ 

He adds, that * it will not probably be denied, that every 
violin-performer means to derive the pitch of his tune — the 
tune of the open ftrings in general ; elfe, why tune his fiddle to 
the pitch of other infiruments with which he is te perform in 
concert? or indeed why tune it at all ? 

‘ It feems likewife probable, that in performing any piece of 
mufic in the natural key-major, C, he means to take the tune 
of the fourth ftring as fifth of the key ; and that of the open 
third ftring as fecond of the key. If fo, then the open fecond 
and oven firft ftrings are both out-of tune to this key ; and the 
error is comma.. And i *, in fich circumitances, a performer 
ever admit the tune of thefe open ftrings, or their unifons, he is 
unqueftionably out of tune by comma.’ 











—<--—— 


* See M. Review, Vol. xlv. November 1771, pag. 3713 
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There is no difputing, adds the Author, © with a nimble. 
fingered performer, upon what happens during’ performance, 
We may fay, that we feel his errors; and he will anfwer, that 
it is, affectation to fay fo. The appeal then muft be made to 
fomething more permanent than the fleeting perception of a 
note, as it pafles in the act of performance ; and fortunately, or 
rather unfortunately, there is a large {tore of errors in the com- 
pofitions of the greateft matters.’ 

The Author accordingly gives a few fhort examples, in the 
natural key-major, C, taken from the works of Tartini, Co- 
relli, and Giardini; in which he affirms, that the performer is 
under the neceffity of ufing or ftriking fome of the open ftrings, 
though they are undoubtedly falfe, to the amount of comma. 
He will pardon us for obferving, that he might have made a 
better felection ; particularly with refpect to the examples from 
Tartini, in the two firft of which the performer, we imagine, 
ought, independent of the prefent queftion, to take both the 
paflages on the full frift; in which cafe, neither of the falfe 
tones of the open ftrings, E, and A, would be heard}. Cer- 
tain Arpeggios would, we think, have furnifhed the Author with 
more unexceptionable examples. 

To correct thefe errors, and to give to the violin that perfect 
tune of which it is undoubtedly capable, the Author pafles in 
regular order through all the 24 keys, major and minor; affign- 
ing to each major and minor tone and femitone its proper fta- 
tion on the finger board: thus paffing through an intricate and 
complicated maze, where few, we apprehend, will have the 
courage or perfeverance to follow him to the end; though his 
firft fteps, in the two natural keys at Jeaft, will, we hope, at- 
tract, as they deferve, the attention of thofe who laudably aim 
at excellence. Perfection is not attainable; but it is of ufe to 
have the exemplar fet before our eyes, to enable us to make ap- 
proximations towards it. 

In confequence of this £ refined regulation of tune,’ the Au- 
thor, belides the common /Larp, flat, and natural marks, adopts 
three others, which are occafionally to be placed on the begin- 
ning of the ftaff, and which refpectively denote the rife or fall 
of comma, 80:81; in the fame manner as the former are em- 
ployed to fignify the rife or fall of the /imma major, 128 : 135+ 
Thefe are, the acute mark, or accent (/ ), the grave (*), and 
the negative (° ); which laft has the fame effect with the natu- 
ral above mentioned. 





+ The Author feems to quote a foreign edition of Tartini’s work ; 
but the Englith performer, who is in poffeffion of the tave/ve Solos of 
Tartini, publithed here by Walth, will find the paffages referred to 


above in the third Sonata, fecond movement, bars 2d and gth. 
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In the fecond Part, the Author treats of the tune of the or- 
gan, and other inftruments of the fame kind ; which, he ob- 
ferves, will be found capable of being {reed from the two great 
defects to which the ordinary fiddle, unreformed, muft ftill be 
liable —* In the firft place, the organ can be freed from the ir- 
regularity in the connection of the keys :—becaule, being un- 
der no neceffity to attend to the tune of four fixed notes (the 
open ftrings), which govern the whole tune of the fiddle; in 
tuning the organ, we have it in our power, after deriving a va- 
riety of notes from one fixed tone aflumed as the ground of the 
whole, to fix all thefe feveral notes, and derive others from 
them. Secondly, it is not liable to the uncertainty of finding 
the true tune of any note in performance; becaufe, in tunin 
the organ, every degree of tune being deliberately adjufted, 
and fubjected toa great variety of check-examinations, may be 
fixed, and ftand ready for the performer.’ 

Here the Author fhews, that, inftead of 12 degrees of tune, 
in the Common computation of the oétave, there muft be no 
lefs than 44 furnifhed for putting the organ in perfe& diatonic 
tune. Although, fays he, ‘ it probably will feem amazing to 
fuch as are [con] verfant in the fubjeé, that this fhould be ac- 
complifhed by fo fmall a number of degrees ; there is no doubt 
mere performers will be alarmed becaufe it is fo great. Indeed, 
if no other method could be devifed than furnifhing a finget- key 
to each tone of the inftrument, we might give ourfelves up to 
defpair ; notwithftanding the affertion of thofe violin pertormers 
who, pretending to draw true tune from that inflrument, really 
undertake a tafk of much greater difficulty. Vor they muft not 
only take all thofe precife given intervals, varying according to 
the change of the keys, but alfo find them in an immenfe va- 
riety of proportions; for, in every different fituation of the 
hand upon the finger-board, the proportional diftance of the 
{top alters.’ 

According to this fyftem of the Author’s, never Icfs than 
three, but much more frequently four degrees of tune, or notes, 
belong to each of the prefent finger-keys of the organ: and the 
whole number conftitutes a feries or fyftem of notes, a// in per 


fect diatonic tune. 


The Author next gives the general plan of an organ, in 
which every found, compared with the key note, is in true diato- 
nic tune in all the keys; and fome hints are given relative to 
the manner in which this improvement may be reduced to prace 
tice. It is true, however, that a few falfe intervals, when 
compared with each other, ftiil appear among thefe degrees of 
tune ; which have been confidered as internal defects inherent 
in the very nature of tune, and which it is impoffible to remove ; 
though numerous attempts have been made to palliate thm. 
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The Author undertakes the folution of this difficulty with feem 
ing fuccefs ; and afterwards indicates fome curious properties of 
tune, which cannot with propriety be explained here, or indeed 


be underftood, without having recourfe to the work itfelf, and’ 


fludying it very attentively. 


[In one of his chapters, the Author confiders the do@rine of - 


the late Mr. Harrifon, concerning the conne@tion between my- 
fical ratios, and the properties of the circle. According to this 
fanciful theory, the elements of mutic are all reduced to equal 
tones and femitones ; each femitone being the exa® half of the 
tone. He fhews that this theory is founded only on a fancied 
analogy, which is contradicted by the moft decifive experiments, 
and the uncontrovertible do@rine of numbers. 

In an Appendix, the Author offers fome further hints refpe@- 
ing the practicability of realifine his fyitem, and of giving per- 
fect tune to fixed inftruments ; by employing a piece of mecha- 
nifm, confifting of a cylinder or barrel; by the turning of which, 
any of the pipes afligned to each finger-key may be occafionally 
opened or fhut; when, in confequence of the modulation into 
a new key, a change of any of the degrees of tune becomes ne- 
ceflary. He fhews, that an organ may be conftruécted upon this 
plan, that fhall have no more pipes than the prefent inftru- 
ments; which, fays he, © are furnifhed with more than triple 
the number of pipes to each finger-key that this refined fyf- 
tem of tune requires; and this, too, for the fole purpofe of ob- 
taining variety of nezfe; for pure and diftinét tone being the true 
Materia Mujica, a\\ other differences of found, in contradiftinc- 
tion to this, deferve no better epithet ’ [appellation]: ‘ and 
#f it has been thought worth while to jabour for variety of 
found, true iune is certainly a nobler object to excite inge- 
nuity.’ 

After this account of the prefent performance, we fcarce need 
to add, that it is the work of a perfon well acquainted with the 
fubject, and the produce of much labour and ingenuity. The 
Author appears to have accomplithed his principal objeét—the 
fhewing how the orgzn may be put into perfect tune, in all the 
keys ; provided that no infuperable difficulties attend the mecha- 
nical, Or, what we may call, the executive part of his fcheme. 
With regard to the violin, we apprehend that the ear mutt be 
the performer’s principal guide, and that few, as we have al- 
ready hinted, will be found who will fubmit to the tafk of per- 
fecting themfelves in his rules refpecting that inftrument; and 
fewer itill who will be able ftricitly to execute dy thefe rules. 
The complaifance of the car, as we may call it, undoubtedly 
fcreens the {maller defects of the common diatonic feale, in fixed 
inftruments, from the notice both of the performer and the 


hearer; fo that pleafure, and even rapture, are produced A 
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mufic formed on that fcale: and with refpect to the performers 
on the violin, violoncello, &c. there can be little doubt that 
the y continually, we may almoft fay inftinctively, ufe a tem- 
srament, when the modulation requires it, by which all fen- 
ible or offenfive difcordance is avoided ; or play i in perfec tune, 
in the judgment of the ear, according to circumttances. The 
Author’s labours, however, more particularly with refpect to the 
organ, highly merit the attention of thofe who are inclined to 
fivour improvements in fcience, or who afpire after the duxury 
of perfec? tune; and we hope they will incite fome good mecha- 
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Art. Xll. Biegrapbical Anecdotes of William Hogarth ; and a Cata- 
jJogue of his Works, chronologically arranged ; with occafional 
Remarks. $8vo, 3s. fewed. Printed by and for [the Author] 
J. Nichols. 1781. 


HE unrivalled merit of Hogarth, in that original walk to 
T which his genius pointed him, hath been long determined 
by that ceneral voice of the Public, trom which there lies no ap- 
peal. ‘I’he warmeft encomiums have been beftowed on him by 
the beft writers, in their beft works: but, independent of their 
applaufe, his own performances wowld have fecured his reputa- 
tion with the prefent age, and tran{mitted it to a more diftant 
period, 

When a man hath diftinguifhed himfelf by any extraordinary 
efforts of genius, and gained the fummit of popular fame, we 
naturally wifh to be acquainted with the moft interefting cir- 
cumitances of his life and character: and even thofe circum- 
ftances, which may be trifling in themfelves, and which by no 
means would bear to be recorded, did they refer to perfons of 
little fame, yet, when connected with a character that hath ex- 
cited our ran: or with works that we have contemplated 
with delight, they derive a kind of adventitious confequence 
from their relation, and are fought after with infinitely more avi- 
dity than greater matters of lefler men. 

No writer feems more defirous (and we know few more ca- 
pable) « af gratifying the c curiolity of the Public in this line of 
enquiry, than the in genious and induftrious Author of thefe 
*‘ Biovraphical Anecdotes.” He may be thought to be too mi- 
nute in his relations: and many of the relations themfelves may 
be deemed cither dull or trifling. But Mr. Nichols accommo- 
dates himfelf to various clafles of readers; and there are many 
who are entertained with what affords no amufement to others ; 
and woo would think the Author deficient in his plan, by omit- 
ting what thofe, who confule nothing but their own particular 
tulle, would pronounce tedious and redundant. wi 
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The prefent performance is acknowledged by the Author tg 
be fo incompact and disjointed as to need fome apology. His 
numerous engagements would not afford him leifure to arrange 
his materials by that regular method which was neceflary to 
make his work a complete and finified narrative. But, * con- 
fcious (fays he) that thefe fheets, rude and imperfeét as the 
are, may ferve to promote a publication lefs unworthy of its 
fubject, he difmiffés his prefent work without any labeured apo- 
logy for the errors or repetitions that may be deteéted in it; 
claiming, indeed, fome merit on account of intelligence, but 
not the jeaft on the {core of arrangement, or compofition,’ 
+» Notwithftanding this modeft conceffion of the Author, this 
little work is by no means fo deficient in point of arrangement 
and compofition as he himfelf hath reprefented it: though if it 
were move fo, the very curious particulars, and judicious as wel! 
as eritertaining remarks Communicated by it, would amply re- 
compenfe for the defect, 

From the preient narrative we fhall fele& thofe * Anecdotes’ 
which are moft calculated to afford entertainment to the ge- 
neral clafs of our Readers, and to ferve as a fupplement to the 
Account of this eminent Artift, given, from Mr. Walpole, in 
our Review for March )aft: and fhall infert a few of Mr. 
Nichols’s obfervations as a fpecimen of his judgment and 
tafte. 

* Hogarth * is faid, by Dr. Burn, to have been the defcendant of 
a family originally from Kzrby hore in ¥’efimoreland: and I am af- 
fured that his grandfather was a plain yeoman, who poffeffed a {mall 
tenemest in the vale of Bampton, a village about 15 miles north of 
Kendal,in that county. He had three fons, The eldeft affifted his 
father in farming, and fucceeded to his little freehold. ‘The fecond 
fettled in Troutbeck, a village eight miles north-weft of Kendal, and 
was remarkable for his talents at provincial poetry +. The third, 
who had been a fchoolmafter in the fame county, went early to Lon- 
don, where he was employed as a corrector of the pre's, and appears 
to have been a man of no inconfiderable learning. A Didtionary in 
Latin and Englifh, which he compofed for the ufe of fchools, fill 
exiftsin MS. He married in London; and our hero and his fifters, 
Mary and Aane, are believed to have been the only produdt of the 
marriage. 

‘ William Hogarth was born in 1698, in the parith of St. Bartho- 
lomew, London, to which he was afterwards, as far as lay in his 
power, a benefactor. The outfet of his life was, however, unpro- 





* Hogart was the family name; probably a corruption of Hogherd. 

+ A curious account of this provincial poet, and particularly of a 

remarkable dramatic exhibition of his on the banks of Windermere, 

called ** The Deftru€tion of Troy,” is inferted in this narrative. 

The account was given to Mr. Nichols by the ingenious Mr. Walker, 
the Lecturer on Natural Philofephy. 
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mifing. ‘* He was bound, fays Mr. Walpole, to a mean engraver 
of arms On plate.” His mafter, it ince appears, was Mr. Gamble, a 
flver-fmith of eminence, who refided on or near Snowhill}.. . ‘+ His 
apprenticefhip was no fooner expired, fays Mr. Walpole, than he en- 
ered into the Academy in S¢. Vartin’s Lane, and fludied drawing 
from the life, in which he never attained to creat excellence. It was 
chara@ter, the paflions, the foul, that his ecnius was given hiia to 
copys” 

‘To a man, who, by indefatigable induftry, and uncommon 
frength of genius, has been the artificer of his own fame and for- 
tune, it can be no reproach to have it faid, that at one period he was 
norrich. [It hath been afferted, and we believe with good founda- 
tion, that the fkill and afliduity of Hogarth were, even in his fervi- 
tude, a fingular affiftance to his own tamily and that of his mater, 
Ithappened, however, that when he came on his own hands, he cer- 
tainty was notrich, The ambition of indigence is ever productive of 
difrefs: fo it was with Hogarth, who, while he was furnifhing him- 
felf with materials for fubfequent excellence, felt all the contempt 
which penury could procuce. being one day diftreffed to raife fo 
trifling a fum as twenty fhillings, in order to be revenged of his 
landlady, who ftrove to compel him to payment, he drew her as ugly 
as poflible, and in chat fingle portrait gave marks of the dawn of fu- 
perior genius.’—This, we are well informed, is all apocryphal. Ho- 
garth was never in fuch diitrefs as he is here faid to have experienced. 
In the earlier part of his life, he was happy in the kind regard of his 
relations, and wanted for nothing. 

‘ How long he continued in obfcurity, we cannot exactly learn ; 
but the firfl piece in which he diftinguifhed himfelf as a pazarer, is 
fuppofed to have been a reprefentation of an affembly at Wax/ead, 
the feat of Lord ‘Tylney, in Effex [where the picture is ftill pre- 
ferved |. 

‘ From the date of the earlieft plate that can be afcertained to be 
the work of Hogarth, it may be prefumed that he began bufinefs, on 
his own account at lea(t, as early as the year 1720, 

‘ His firt employment feems to have been the engravipp of arms 
and fhop-bills. The next ftep was to defign and engrave for Book- 
fellers, and here we are fortunately fupplied with dates. Twelve 
folio prints, with his name to each, appeared in ** Aubry de la’ Mo- 
traye’s Travels,” in 17233; feven {mall priats (two of them charaée- 
riftically bis own) tor * Apuleius's Golden Afs,” in 17243; thirteen 
head-pieces to ‘* Beaver’s Military Punifthments of the Ancients,” 
and five {mall prints for the tranflation of Ca/andra, in 1725; feven- 
teen for the 12mo edition of Hucibras (with Butler’s head) in 17263. 
and a variety of prints and frontifpieces between 1726 and 1733. 

“No fymptom of genius, Mr. Walpole fays, dawned in thefe 
Plates. His Hudidras was the firft of his works :hat marked him as 
aman above the commen; yet, what made him then noticed, now 
furprifes us to find fo little humour in an undertaking fo congenial to 
bis own talents.” 


_— 


} He lived in Cranborn Alley, Leicefter-fields. R. 
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‘In 1730, Mr. Hogarth married the only daughter of Sir Fam, 
Thornhill, by whom he had no child. This union, indeed, a : 
ftolen one, aud confequently without the approbation of Sir ae 
and his Lady, who, confidering the extreme youth of their day ita 
then barely eighteen, and the flender finances of the hufband, - yet 
an obfcure artilt, were not eafily reconciled to the match. Soon 
after this period, however, he began his Harlct’s Progre/s; and was 
advifed to have fome of his pictures placed in the way of his fathers 
in-law. Accordingly, one morning, Mrs. Hogarth undertook to con. 
vey feveral of them into the dining-room. When he arofe, he en- 
quired from whence they came; and being told by whom they were 
introduced, he cried cut, ‘* Very well; the man who can produce 
fuch reprefentations 2s thefe, can alfo maintain a wife without a por- 
tion.”—All this, hawever, we have reafon to look upon as founded 
on mifinformation, Hogarth, at this time, lived with his wife under 
her father’s roof, in perfect good underitanding with Sir James; who 
kindly faid, his houfe ‘* would hold them all.” 

* In 1732, he ventured to attack Mr. Pope, in the plate called 
TasrE; containing a view of the gate of Burlington-houfe, with Pope 
whitewafhing it, and befpattering the Duke of Chandos’s coach. This 
plate was intended for a fatire on Mr. Pope, Mr. Kent the archites, 
and the Earl of Burlington, But Mr. ‘Hogarth being as apprehentive 
that the pen of the poet was as pointed as the graver of the artift, re- 
called the impreilions, and deftroyed the plate. 

‘ Soon afver his marriage, Mr, Hogar‘ had Summer-lodgings at 
South Lambeth. Waving a natural tafte for gardening *, and being in 
intimacy with Mr, Zyers, he contributed very much to the improve- 
ment of The Spring Gardens at Vauxhall; and firft fuggefted the hint 
of embellifhing them with paintings, fome of which were the pro- 
duétion of his own comic ¢ pencil. 

‘In 1733, his genius became confpicuoufly known. The 3d 
fcene of his **.Harlo:’s Progrefs” introduced him to the notice of the 
Great. Ata Board of Treafury, which was held a day or two after 
the appearance of tnat print, a copy of it was fhewn by one of the 
Lords, as containing, among other excellencies, a ftriking Itkenefs 
of Sir Fohu Gonfon {. It gave univerfal fatisfaction; from the Trea- 
fury each Lord repaired to the print-fhop for a copy of it, and Ho- 
garth rofe completely into fame. 

‘ The familiarity of the fubje&t, and the propriety of its execution, 
made the ** Harlot’s Progrefs” tailed by all ranks of people. Above 
twelve hundred names were entered on his fubfcription-book. It was 
made into a pantomime, and reprefented on the ilapge, Fan-mounts 





_* This is a miftake. Mr. Hogarth had no tafte for gardening; 
and was entirely ignorant of it, in all its branches, R. 

+ Among the paintings at Vauxa/] were the ‘‘ Four Parts of the 
Day,”’ either by Hogarth, or from his defigns. Of thefe the ‘ Kven- 
ing” and ‘* Night” are ftill exiting. They were painted by Hay- 
man, from Hogarth’s defigns. R. 

t The magittrate entering with his myrmidons, whofe vigilance om 
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were likewife engraved,” containing miniature reprefentations of ail 
the fix plates. 

‘The ** Rake’s Progrefs” was publified in 17353 and ** though, 
perhaps, {uperior, had not, as Mr. Waipols obferves, fo much fuccels, 
from want Of novelty; nor is the print of the Arreft equal in merit 
tothe others. ‘fhe curtain, however, was now drawn alide, and his 
genius ttood aifp layed in its fuli luftre.” 

‘he novelty and excelicnce of Hogarth’s performances foon 
tempted the needy artift and print-dealer to avail themfelves of his 
defigns, and rob him of the advantages which he was entitled to de- 
rive from them. Lt his was partic ubeily the cafe with “* The Midnighe 
Converfation,” ** The Rake’s” and ‘* Harlot’s Progreffes,” and 
others of his ae wo:ks. ‘lo put a itop to depredations like thefe, 
on the property of himfelf and others, and to fecure the emolument 
refulting from his own labours, he applied to the Legiflature, and 
obtain ed an A&t of Parliament t, 3 Geo. if, cap. 38. to velt an exclu- 
five right in Defigners and Engravers, and to re: ‘rain the multiplying 
ef copies of their works without the confent of the artift.... After 
Mr. Hogarth’s death, by Stat. of 7 Geo, Ill. cap. 38. the Legifla- 
ture eranied to his widow a further exclufive term ‘of twenty years in 
the property of her hufvand’s works. 

‘In 1745, Hgarth fold about twenty of his capital piftures by 
auction ; and in ‘the fame year acquired additional reputation by the 
fix prints of Marriage a la ‘Mede.— 

© Soon after the eace of Aix la Chapelle, he went over to France, 
and was taken into cutlody at Calais, while he was drawing the gate 
of that town, a circumftance which he hath recorded in his picture, 
entitled, ** O, the Roaft Beeef of Old England!” publifthed March 
26, 1749. He was actually ca ried before the Governor as a fpy; 
and, after a very {trict examination, committed a prifoner to Grand- 
fire his Landlord, on his promiling that Hogarth thould not go out of 
his hou‘e, till he was to embark for E noland. ‘Vhis account he him- 
felf pave to his friend, Mr. Gofiling, i at Caz terbury, at whofe houfe he 
lay the night after his arival *. 





© Some 





* At the conclafion of this narrative, Mr. Nichols relates this ac- 
cident more circumiantially, on the aut iediierad ofan eminent Enolifa 
Engraver, who was abroad whet nit happened. fayman the painter, 
and Cheere, the ilatuary, were of the fame party. 

© While Hogarth was in France, wherever he went, he was fure 
to be diffatisfied with all he faw. If an elegant circumftance, either 
in furniture or the ornaments of a room, was pointed out as deferv- 
ing his approba:ion, his narrow and conitant reply was—‘* What 
then? but it is French P ” In the ftreets, he was often c! -amorouily 
tude. A tattered bag, or a pair of fik flockings with holes in them, 
drew a torrent of imprudent language from him. In vain did my 
informent advife him to be more cautious in his public remarks. He 
laughed at all juch admonition, and treated the offerer of it as a 
polillanimous wreich, uaworthy of refidence in a free country, mak- 
ing hin the but of his ridicule 
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© Soon after this pericd he purchafed a houfe at Chifrvick; where 
having now iacrificed enough to his fame and fortune, he afually 
paffed the greateit part of the fummer-feafoa, yet not without oiling 
occzfionally his houfe in Leiceffer-Fields. 6 

* In 1753, he appeared co the world in the character of an Author 
and publithed a quarto volume, entitled, ‘* The Analyfis of Besaty. 
written with a view of fixing the fluctuating Ideas of Tafe.” in 
this performance he thews, by a variety of examples, that a curve js 
the line of beauty, and that round fwelling figures are moft pleafing 
to the eye; and the truth of his opinion hath been countenanced by 
fubfequent writers on che fubjeg. 

‘In this work, the leading idea of which was hieroglyphically 
thrown out in a frontifpiece to his Works in 1745, he acknowledges 
himfelf indebted to his friends for afliftance, and particularly to one 

entleman for his corrections and amendments of at leaft a third part 
of the wordixg. This friend, I am affured, was Dr. Benjamin Hoad- 
dey, the Phyfician, whocarried on the work * to about a third part 
(chap. ix.), and then, through indifpofition, declined the friendly of- 
fice with regret. Mr. Hogarth applied to his neighbour Mr. 
Ralph +; but it was impofible for two fuch perfons to agree, both 
alike vain and pofitive. He proceeded no farther than about a fheet, 
and they then parted friends, and feem to have continued fuch.— 
Here is a fimilar miftake. Mr Ralph’s tafk was, like that of Dr, 
Hoadley’s, merely verbal.—Nor was Mr. R. applied to for this 

urpofe. It was his voluntary and friendly offer. 

* The kind office of fuperintending the publication, was taken up by 
Dr. Morell, wno went through the remainder of the book §. The 
Preface was corrected by the Rev. Mr. Toavunley. The family 
of Hogarth rejoiced when the laft fheet of the dualyfs was printed of; 





This unfeafonable pleafantry was at leagth completely extinguifhed 
by what happened while he was drawing the gate at Ca/ais; for 
though the innocence of his defign was rendered perfeétly apparent 
on the teftimony of other fketches which he had about him, which 
were by no means fuch as could ferve the purpofes of an engineer, 
he was told by the Commandant, that had not the peace been 
actually figned, he fhould have been obliged to have hung him up 
immediately on the ramparts. Two guards were then provided to 
convey him on fhipboard; nor did they quit him till he was three 
miles from the fhore. They then {pun him round, like a top, on the 
deck, and told him he was at liberty to proceed on his voyage with- 
out farther attendance or moleftation. With the flighteft ahufion to 
the ludicrous particulars of this affair, poor Hegarth was by no 
means pleafed. The leading circumitance his own pencil bas re- 
corded.” 

* This, we have authority to fay, is not ftritly the fa&. Dr. 
Hoadley had only to give fome correélion to the danguage: he pro- 
felled mot to underfiand the fubje@. R. st 

+ The celebrated political writer, who lived in the neighbourhood 
of Mr. Hogarth’s country houfe at Chifwick. R. 


§ Dr. Morell only tranflated a Greck pafiage. R. ” 
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hs the frequent difputes he had with his co-adjutors in the progre‘s 
of the work did not much harmonize his dilpofition f. 

‘ A German tranflation of this work was printed at Berdin in 17545 
and an Jralian one at Leghorn in 1761. 

‘ With Dr. Hoadly, the late worthy Chancellor of Winchefter, Mr. 
Hogarth was always on terms of. the. flricte!t friendthip, and fre- 
quently vifited him at Winchefler, St. Crofi, and Alresford. It is well 
known, that the Doétor’s fondnefs for theatrical exhibitions was fo 
great, that no vifitors were ever long at his houfe before they were 
follicited to accept a part in fome interlude or other. He himfelf, 
with Garrick and Hogarth, once perfonated a laughable parody on 
the fcene in Fulius Cafar, where the Ghof appears to Brutus. Hogarth 

erfonated the fpectre ; but fo unretentive was his memory, that al- 
though his fpeech confifled of only two lines, he was unable to get 
them by heart. At lait they hit on the following expedient in his 
favour: The verfes he was to deliver were written in fuch large let- 
ters on the outfide of an illuminated paper-lanthorn, that he could 
read them when he entered with it in his hand on the ftage. 

‘ Hogarth was alfo the moft abfent of men. At tabie, he would 
fometimes turn round his chair, as if he had finifhed eating, and as 
fuddenly would return it, and fall to his meal again. 

‘ A fpecimen of Hogarth’s propenfity to merriment, on the moft 
trivial occafions, is obfervable in one of his cards, requefting the com- 
pany of a friend to dine with him. Within a circle, to which a knife 
and fork are the fupporters, the written part is contained. In the 
center of it 1s drawn a pye; and the invitation of our Artift concludes 
with the following fport on three of the Greek letrers [:, 0, a. ]—t0 
Eta Beta Pi [eat a bit of pye]. A quibble by Hogarth is furely as 
refoectable as a conundrum by Swift. 

‘ In the ** Mifer’s Feaft,”” Mr, Hogarth thought proper to pillory 
Sir Ifaac Shard, a gentleman proverbially avaricious, Hearing this, 
the fon of Sir Z/zac, the late Ljaac Pacatus Shard, Efq; a young man 
of fpirit, juft returned from his travels, called at the Painter’s to fee 
the pi€ture, and among the refl, afking the Cicerone whether that odd 
figure was intended for any particular perfon ; on his replying, that 
it was thought to be very like Sir L/aac Shard, he immediately drew 
his {word, and flafhed the canvas. Hogarth appeared inftantly in 
great wrath; to whom Mr. Shard calmly juftified what he had done, 
faying, that ‘* this was a very unwarrantable licence ; that he was 
the injured party’s fon; and that he was ready to defend any fuit at 
law :”—which, however, was never inflituted. 

‘ About 1757, his brother-in-law, Mr. Thornbill, refigned the 
place of King’s Serjeant-painter in favour of Mr. Hogarth; who foon 





t It is amazing, that with all this cookery, and fo many cooks, 
the entertainment which this excellent Artift intended for the Public 
was not totally fpoiled. Hogarth often declared, that he found ** no 
other man’s words could completely exprefs his ideas.” ‘The work 
is, neverthelefs (we will venture to pronounce), the moft mafterly 
performance, of the kind, that ever was produced in the Englith lan- 
guage. An account of it was given in our Review—Vol, x. p. 100. 
Rev. Dec. 1781. Gg afterwaids 
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afterwards made an experiment in painting which involved him in 
fome difgrace. The celtbrated collection of pictures belonging to 
Sir Luke Schaub, was in 1758 fold by public auction ; and the admired 
picture of Sigi/munda (purchafed by Sir Tomas Sebright for 4041, 5s.) 
excited Mr. Hogarth’s eniulaticn.’ 

We are informed by Mr. /Valpole (whom Mr. Nichols quotes 
at large on this fubject), that the original Sigi/munda, {aid to be 
painted by Correggio, or by Furino, is at prefent in the poflef- 
fion of the Duke of Newcea/ile. After beftowing on it the warm- 
eft praife, Mr. Walpole obferves, that, ‘* after many effays, 
Hogarth, at lait, produced His Sigi/munda ;—but no more like Sigif- 
munda, than I to Hercules. .... He fet the price of 4001. on it, and 
had it returned on his hands by the perfon [Lord Gre/ysnor, then Sir 
Richard] for whom it was painted $.” * Hogarth, however, fays Mr. 
Nichols, gave directions, before his death, that Sigé/munda fhould not 
be fold under sool.; and, however he might have been mortified by 
Churchill's invective, and the coldnefs with which the piciure was re- 
ceived by the reft of the world, he never wholly abandoned his defign 
of having a plate prepared from it.’ 

‘* The laft memorable event in our artift’s life, as Mr. Walpole 
obferves, was his quarrel with Mr. Wi/kes, in which, if Mr. Hogarth 
did not commence direct hoftilities, he, at leaft, obliquely gave the 
firft offence, by an attack on the friends and parcy of that gentleman, 
In September 1762, Mr. Hogarth publifhed his print of The Times. It 
was anfwered by Mr. Wilkes in a fevere North Briton. On this the 


. Painter exhibited the caricatura of the Writer. Mr. Churchill, the 


Poet, then engaged in the war, and wrote his Epiftle to Hogarth, not 
the brighteft of his works, and in which the feverett ftrokes fell ona 
defest that the Painter had not caufed, and could not amend—his 
age; and which, however, was neither remarkable nor decrepid; 
much lefs had it impaired his talents, as appears from his having 
compofed, but fix months before, one of his moit capital works, the 
Satire on the Methodiits. In revenge for this Epiftie, Hogarth cari- 
catured Churchil/, under the form of a canonical bear, with a clob 
and a pot of porter—et vitula tu dignus et hic—never did two angry 
men of their abilities throw mud with lefs dexterity.” 

‘ At the time thefe hoftilities (fays Mr. N.) were carrying on, ina 
manner fo virulent and difgraceful to all the parties, Mr. Hogarth 
was Vifibly declining in his health. In 1762 he complained of an 
inward pain, which, continuing, brought on a general decay that 
proved incurable, On the 25th of Odfoler 1764, he was conveyed 
from Chifwick to Leiceffer Fields in a very weak condition, yet re- 
markably cheerful, and receiving an agreeable letter from the Ame- 
rican Dr. Franklin, drew up a rough draught of an anfwer to it: but 
going to bed, he was feized with a vomiting, upon which he rung 
his bell with fuch violence that he broke it, and was found in fuch 4 
condition that he expired in two hours afterwards. Before he 








t See our remark on this anecdote, in our Review for March laft, 
p.188. N. B. Our Biographer fuppofes that the letter which we have 
feen of hotdG.’s, and which fpeaks in the higheit terms of Sigil, 


munda, was rather ironical than ferious. : 
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went to bed, he boafted of having eaten a pound of beef-fteaks 
for his fapper *. His diforder was a dropfy in his breaft+ (the 
fame that killed Mr. Pope) ; and his corpfe was interred at Chi/wick, 
where an elegant Maufoleum is erected to his memory, with a poe- 
tical in{cripti on, written by his friend Mr. Garrick.’ 

The narrative of Hogarth’ s life, is fucceeded by a * Catalogue 
of. his Prints,’ arranged in chronological order.—We have “al- 
ready mentioned the moft confiderable. 

The latt of Hogarth’s prints, publifhed in the year 1764, are 
the following, 1. "6 Finis, or the Tail-piece. The Bathos, 

Manner of finking in fublime Painting, infcribed to the deslers 
in dark pictures. ‘Time breathing out his Jaf; a ruinous 
Tower; and many other allegorical « devices; among the reft he 
hath introduced his own ‘* Times.” 2. The fleeping Judges, 
with the heads after L. da Vinci. 3. The Bench. ‘The pree 
ceding plate with alterations. 4. His own portrait, fitting and 
painting the Mufe of Comed 

Several engravings from Hogarth’s defigns, were publifhed 
after his death; particularly, “« Hell- Gate, Satan, Sin, and 
Death.” Adilton’s Paradife Lof, B. Il. It was engraved by 
CU. Townley. The plate was afterwards deftroyed; and only 
three of the impreffions remain. Mr. Garrick potfefied the un- 
finifhed original, € The united Jabours, fays our ingenious 
Biographer, of Teniers, Heemfkirk, and Callot, could not have 
furnifhed a more abfolute burlefque of this noble fubject than 
Hogarth, who went ferioufly to work on it, hath here produced. 
“ How art thou fallen, O Lucifer, thou fon of the Morning !”” 
will be the exclamation of every obferver on feeing this unac- 
countable performance, in which Satan and Death have loft 
their terrors, and Siz herfelf is divefted of all the powers of 
temptation,’ 

The character of Hogarth as an engraver and a painter of 
life and manners is here drawn with equal judgment and impar- 
tiality. 

‘ Yhe merits of Hogarth, as an Engraver, are-inconfiderable. His 
hand was faithful to charaéter, but had little acquaintance with the 
power of light and fhace. In fome of his early prinis he was an 
afliduous imitator of Ca//ct, but deviated at laft into a manner of his 
Own, which fuffers much by a comparifon with that of his coadjutors, 
Ravenst and Sullivan, Ia the pieces finifhed by thefe mafiers of 
therr art, there is a perfpicvity that Hogarth could neverreach. His 
liroikes fometimes look as if fortuitoufly difpofed, and fometimes con- 
fufedly thwart each gther in almoft every poflible direction. What 
he wanted in {kilb, rant fo meke up in labour; buat the refult of 
it was a univerfal haze, and indiitindlne/s, that, by excluding force 
and tranfparency, has rendered feveral of his larger plates lefs capti- 








* Mifinformation. He only eat an ege or fome fuch trifle. R. 
+ 1: was an aneurifm. R. 
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vating than they would have been, had he entrufted the fole execution 
of them to either of the artilts already mentioned.’... But, ¢ furely,: 
of ajl the fraternity, whether ancient or modern, he bent the keeneft 
eye on the follies and vices of mankind: and expreffed them with a 
degree of variety and force, which it would be vain to feek among 
the fatiric compofitions of any other painters. In fhort, what is ob- 
ferved by Hamlet concerning a player’s office, may, with fome few 
exceptions, be applied tothe defigns of Hogarth: ‘* Their end, both 
at the firft and now, was and is, to hold as ’twere the mirror up to 
Nature, to fhew Virtue her own feature, Scorn her own image, and 
the very Age and Body of the Time his form and preffure.” 

In thefe © Biographical Anecdotes,” Mr. Nichols hath illuf- 
trated feveral ftriking circumftances alluded to in the prints of 
Hogarth, and corrected fome errors of Mr. Trufler, who was 
employed, to the great prejudice of Mrs. Hogarth, to explain 
the feveral prints, as they were publifhed im @ /mall compa/s, ina 
work called ** Hogarth moralifed.” Sce Review, Vol. xxxv. 
Pp. 239- | 

In the 1ft plate of the Harlot’s Progrefs, is a portrait of the 
notoricus Francis Chartres, Mother Needham, a procurefs, called 
by Pope, ** Pious Needham;” and a pimp, whom Chartres alfo 
kept about his perfon. In Plate 6th, the woman feated next the 
clergyman was defigned for Elizabeth Adams, who, at the age of 
30, was executed for a robbery, Sept. 30, 1737. 

In ** Midnight modern Converfation,” the divine was meant 
for Parfon Ford, and the Lawyer for Henley [Lord Chaneellor 
Northington], when young. 

The preacher in the ‘* Sleeping Congregation,” was defigned 
to reprefent Dr. Defaguliers. 

The Lady adoring the Italian Singer, in Plate ]V. of * Mar- 
riage a la Mode,” was defigned for Mrs. Lane (afterwards Lady 
Bingley). The Gentleman afleep, in the fame plate, was meant 
for her hufband, Mr. Fox Lane —So fays our Author ;: but it i9 
a miflake. Neither Mr. nor Mrs. Lane, nor any ather particu 
Jar perfon, was meant... 

We have thus given the curious Reader a taffe, and only a 
taite, of what he may expect from the perufal of the narrative 
it/elf, which, notwithftanding a few miftakes wherein the 
Writer muft have been mifled by wrong information, may be 
regarded as a proof of the united diligence, good fenfe, and in- 


gcnuity of the Author. 
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Bet. XU. Aa Examination of Thelyphthora, on the Subjz@ of Mare 
riagee By John Palmer, late of Macclesfield, S8vo. 13. 6d. 
Johnfon. 1781. 


NE grand object of Thelyphthora is to vacate the neceffity 
of marriage ceremonies - We obferved in the very origin 
of the controverfy, that Mr. Madan’s reafonings on this fubject 
were fallacious, even on the ground on which he pretended 
to reft his argument, Mr, Palmer hath gone over the ground 
which we firft chofe in our attack on Thelyphthora: and hath 
adduced frefh proofs in fupport of our polition—* that /omething, 
befides the bare act of union, was ever efteemed neceflary, un- 
der every divine difpenfation of religion, as well as among all 
civilized nations of every age, to conftitute a legal and an ho- 
nourable marriage.” Tothe proofs already advanced, Mr. Palmer 
hath added the following, which he fcruples not to call ¢ decifive.’ 
© My authority (fays he) is no other, than the teftimony of the 
holy Jefus, who fpake the words of truth. See Matth. xxiv. 
38. ** For as in the days that were before the Flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noe entered into the Ark, &c.”’ See alfo, Luke xvii. 
26, 27. ** And as it was in the days of Noe, fo fhall it be alfo 
in the days of the Son of Man. They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage until the day that 
Noe entered into the Ark.” 

‘ Here is no room for evafion. Marrying, giving or being 
given in marriage, are words abjolutely de/criptive of fome cere- 
mony previous to perfonal union, though moft probably not of 
the whole matrimonial form. And as the above texts do fully 
fhew fome form to have been obferved ** until the day that Noe 
entered into the Ark,” fo they alfo fhew, that fome ceremony 
was ufed even to the very end of the Jewifh State: ** So fhall 
it alfo be in the days of the Son of Man.” And as our Author 
would do well to notice, if thefe words refer alfo, as they moft 
probably do, to the day of the diffolution of this world, they 
may teach him fome modefty, and give him to underftand, that 
he is not only fighting againft God, but that his defeat is cer- 
tain; for in the days of the Son of Man they fhall marry, give 
and be given in marriage. The form ftill continues among the 
Jews in their difperfion. From the Jews the Chriftians re- 
ceived their forms, in feveral ‘refpeéts the fame. But he that 
would teach the fexes to copulate like brutes, may be affured 
that the pious and virtuous, the friends of man and lovers of 
God, will ever hold his doétrine in deteftation ; and either pity 
him as a weak off, or abhor him as a bad citizen 4 
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454 Palmer’s Examination of Thelyphthora. 


Mr. Palmer obferves, from the learned Grotius’s Annotations 
on Matth. xxv. 1. that ** amongft the laudable cuftoms which 
the Jews received from the Fathers, this was one; to celebrate 
marriage not in a private but in a public manner; in an 
affembly of the pious: and that it was accompanied pl’ evrohas 
with a prayer of blefling, the form of which ftill remains in 
their rituals, which the ancient Chriftians imitated, as well-as 
feveral other Jewith practices.” In a note, Mr. Palmer fays— 
‘If any gentleman, Jew or Chriftian, will oblige me with a 
copy of the EvAcysa, it will be efteemed a favour, and fhall be 
prefented to the public, if I have occafion to write again on this 
fubjet.” The Evaoyia is too long for us to tranfcribe ; but 
if Mr. Palmer will turn to Book II, Chapter 12th of Selden’s 
Uxor Ebraica, he will find it in the original Hebrew, as it ftands 
in the Falmud, together with a Latin tranflation. Mr. Selden 
entitles the chapter BENEDICTIO deduéfioni in Thalamum atque 
ipfis Nupiiis PRa&vIA. ‘Thefe benedictions were common with 
‘the Jews on folemn and even convivial occafions. A curious 
one refpecting the latter is extracted from the Targum of On- 
kelos, and publifhed by Paul Fagius in his Annotations on 
Deut. viii. ; and alfo by Zepper, in a work entitled Legum Mh- 
faicarum ferenfiam Explanatio. [Edit. Herborn. Nafov. 1614.] 
Vid. Lib. iv. Cap. 21. This latter Author hath a paflage ex- 
actly correfponding with the above, from Grotius. Qui conju- 
gium legitimum inituri funt angelorum et hominum ecclefia tefle, non 
tam ex parentum, quam Dei itfius, patris noftri caele/tis, per mint- 
Siri fui os loquentis, manu conjuges, tanquam preciojum Dei donum, 
_accipiant Hine orationes illa, benedictiones et apprecationes faufte@ 
piorum Veteris Teftamnti, in nuptiarum fuarum feftivitatibus ; que 
quocunque tandem habite fuerint loco, publice tamen femper et e- 
clefiaftice, fuerunt. Eftque confecrationum harum et benediétionum 
matrimoniahium publicarum frequens apud patres et feriptores eccle- 
fiafiicos mentio. It is evident, beyond all difpute, that the ear- 
Jieft Fathers of the Chriftian Church confidered marriage as 
fumething more than Mr.’ Madan’s * fimple aét:” and their 
concurrent teftimony to a plain fact’ muft weigh with every 
conliderate and unprejudicéd mind, But there is no reafoning 
on this ground to any gocd’ purpofe with Ochinus, Lyferusy 
Fohn of Leyden, or Mr. Madan, who, boldly rejecting ail au- 
thorities however venerable, and all teftimonies however nu- 
merous, and however correfpondent, that fquare not with their 
figments, vainly and infolently “exclaim—** We are the men, 
and wifdom will die with, us,’ | 
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F RAN C E, 


ArT. I. 


Vy? YAGE dans les Mers del’ Inde, fait par ordre du Roi, Ke. 

i.e, An Account of a Voyage in the Indian Seas, by 
the King’s Order, on Occafion of the Pafflage of Venus over 
the Sun’s Difk, June 6, 1761, and June 3, 1769: By M. Le 
GentiL, Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences. Vol. II. 
gto. 844 Pages, with 27 Plates. Price 14 Livres.—13 5. 
Paris, 1781. 

In our appendix to the LXII volume of the Review, we 
gave an account of the firft volume of this learned and enter- 
taining work. ‘This fecond volume, the publication of which 
was retarded by fome incident, contains feveral new and inte- 
re(ting details, relative to the Philippine Iflands, and to the ifles 
of France, Bourbon, and Madagafcar. ‘The Author’s long re- 
fidence at Manilla, and his connexions with the principal inha- 
bitants of that city, furnifhed him with ample information con- 
cerning the natural, moral, and political hiftory of the Phil- 
lippines, which the Spaniards have taken the utmoft pains to 
conceal from the knowledge of the other European nations. As 
thefe iflands were a gracious prefent made by the Pope to the 
King of Spain, the monaftic orders fwarm in the country, and 
exercife over the inhabitants the moft defpotic authority. They 
have learned the languages of the different nations which 
people that vaft Archipelago, at the fame time keeping them 
in an entire ignorance of the Spanifh tongue; a circumftance 
which does not a little contribute to maintain their influence 
and dominion. 

Our Author’s account of the volcanos of thefe iflands is cu- 
rious, and his defcription of their. fertility, riches, and tempera- 
ture, is moftinviting. The heat of this country is tempered 
by a high degree of moifture, which is not unhealthy; the foil 
is refrefhed by rivers and ftreams, which crown it with a perpe- 
tual verdure,. and no feafon, but the fpring, is known in thefe 
happy iflands.’ “Fhe air is embalmed with the moft exquifite 
perfumes; the trees bend with the moft delicious fruits; their 
feas, lakes, and rivers, abound with excellent fifh; their woods 
and mountains are full of game; capons, venifon, and pullets, 
are the common and abundant food of the multitude, and the 
difeafes, and phyficians that affi& humanity, in the greateft 
part of Europe, are unknown to thefe iflanders.—They have, 
however, the monks among them, about them, and over them. 
Nihil eff ab omni parte beatum. ‘There: mult be compenfations 
every where in this globe. 
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The mountainous parts of thefy iflands are peopled with f:- 
vages, who feem to be ancient inhabitants of the country, and 
the refemblance of whofe language with that of Malabar, ren- 
ders it probable that they came originally from that part of 
India. ‘Their manner of living is merely animal; and they 
have no fixed habitations. Virginity is regarded among them as 
infamous; and certain women were officially appoinied to ufe 
the proper methods of removing this reproach. But the inhabi- 
tants of the plain are more civilized: they are initiated into the 
myfteries of the Spani/h religion, and the monks whip the wo- 
ren, and-the virgins, in prefence of their hufbands and fathers, 
when they abfent themfelves from mafs. The ghoitly fathers 
have frequent opportunities of exercifing this fingular, and not 


. over decent mode of difcipline; for though thefe Indians go with 


pleafure, and even with a kind of zeal, to church on the great 
feftivals ; yet they have no propenfity to hear the daily mals, 
and they muft be whipped in to matins and vefpers. This 
whipping bufinefs is not praCtifed at Manilla; it only takes 
place in thofe provinces where the monks have a defpotic 
afcendant. ‘The governor of the Phillippines, who refides in 
that city, is a check upon their authority; and this governor, 


‘though his place is held in fubordination to the viceroy of 


Mexico, is more abfolute than any other chief of the Spanith 
fettlements. His diftance from his fuperiors is a natural caufe 
of his abfolute dominicn, during the eight years that he remains 


In power. 


The number of convents at Manilla is highly detrimental to 
population, and the difcipline of. the monks feems to have pro- 
duced no good effect on the morals of the people, which are 


“ more corrupt and licentious in that city than in almoft any other 


part of India. ‘There is, indeed, fays our Author, a court of 
Inquifition at Manilla, but corruption of morals is not expofed 


to the cenfure of that tribunal. 


Before we leave thefe iflands, we muft mention a remarkable 
difference obferved by M. Le GEnTIL, between the Spanifh wo- 
men in that country, and the Indian females, The former are 
handfome, and well-fhaped, in their early youth; but, as foon 
as they have pafled the age of feventeen, they undergo a fingular 
metamorphofis. ‘Their bellies {well to an enormous fize ; their 
breafts hang down almoft to their knees; their countenance 
changes, and their features grow large ; in fhort, they become 
highly deformed. The latter, on the contrary, preferve, for a 
long time, the delicacy of their features, and the elegance of 
their fhape. ~ : | 
_ The obfervations of our Author on the ifland of Madagafcar 
are numerous and important. He defcribes amply its great fer- 
tility, the rich variety of its productions, its excellent Pad 
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and its advantageous fituation for commerce. He blames the 
French greatly for having abandoned their fettlement at For 
Dauphin in that ifland, whofe bay affords fuch an excellent fta- 
tion for fhipping, and whofe vallies, lakes, and rivers, furnith 
fuch abundance of provifion both for the wants of life, and the 
demands of luxury, He fhews how a commercial fettlement 
might be formed there anew with facility, and points out clear! 
the manifold advantages with which it would be attended, This 
article is treated at great length. 

The human fpecies at Mafdagafcar has not exa¢tly the fame 
afpect in all the parts of the ifland. Though all the iflanders 
are more or lefs black, they differ confiderably in bodily confti- 
tution; thofe on the weftern coaft have fhort and curled hair, 
and are {trong and vigorous, ‘Thofe who occupy the centre of 
the country have long and flat hair, features of a European caft, 
and their women are handfome; but this race, though much 
more fagacious and dextrous than the Cceffers, are feeble in make, 
and incapable of bearing hard labour. Our Author mentions a 
colony of Arabs, which fevera]l centuries ago farmed a fettle- 
ment in the province of Anofli, and divided it into twenty-two 
diftrits, governed each by a defpotic Arabian chief, called 
Boandrian, or defcendant of Abraham ; he obferves that in this 
part of the ifland, there is the leaft virtue, induftry, and valour, 
becaufe there, alone, there is no liberty, — 

It is very remarkable, that this judicious traveller and ob- 
ferver, denjes pofitively the exiftence of a race of pygmies, which, 
according ta the circumftantial relation of the celebrated bota- 
nift, Commerfon, inhabit the mountains of Madagafcar, and are 
called Quimos. This relation, which is contained in a letter 
written trom Madagafcar by M. Commerfon to M. de la Lande, 
is inferted in the fupplement to M. Bougainville’s voyage. Oue 
Author declares that, during a refidence of fix years, partly 
at Madagafcar, and partly at the ifle of France, he never 
heard a word mentioned of thofe pretended pygmies. He af- 
firms, that there is neither at Fort Dauphin, nor in the other 
parts of the ifland which he vifited, any tradition that mentions 
them, or a general perfuafion (as M. Commerfon alleges) of 
their exiftence. | 

Upon the whole, M. Le Gentit gives a much more favour- 
able account of the character of the inhabitants of this great 
iland, than fome preceding writers have done. He was even 
aftonifhed, he fays, to meet with fuch kind and hofpitable 
treatment from them, confidering the barbarity and injuftice 
with which the French behaved to thefe iflanders, until the in- 
tolerable weight of their oppreffive yoke excited their juft res 
fentment, and ended by the expulfion of their tyrants. ris 
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This volume concludes with a part of the correfpondence 
between M. Le Gentit and M. Nox, of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences at Paris. In thefe letters our Author gives extrads 
from his journals, relative to natural hiftory in general, and to 
the navigat.on of the Indian feas in particular. Thefe are fol- 
Jowed by additions to the obfervations on aftronomical refrac. 
tions in the torrid zone, that were inferted in the 1ft volume; 
and this article is terminated by new remarks on the improbable 
phenomenon obferved by the Hollanders at Nova Zembla, in 
1597. The aftronomical obfervations which our Author made 
in the Philippine Iflands, and at Madagafcar, are placed at the 
end of his accounts of thefe countries; and his obfervations on 
the inclination of the magnetic needle conclude his laft letter 
to M. Nux, which is the 7th in the correfpendence here pub- 
lifhed. 

IT. Recherches Chymiques fur PEtain, faites et publites par Ordre 
au Gouvernement. 1. e¢ Chymical [nquries concerning Tin, made 
and publifhed by Order of Government. By M. Bayen, Firft 
Apothecary to the King’s Camps and Armies, and M, Cua- 
LARD, Prefident of the College of Pharmacy. 8vo. Paris, 
#781. This is a work of the firit merit, and it is adapted to 
difpel the painful apprehenfions of danger from the ufe of tin and 
pewter utenfils, which fome late publications have occafioned, 
The firit queftion difcuffled by thefe very ingenious and accu- 
rate inveftigators, is,—-Aday veffels of tin be ufed without danger in 
howfe-keeping ? ‘The difcovery of aricnic in the metal under con- 
fideration, made by Flenckel, and afterwards confirmed by Mar- 
graff, alarmed government, and gave rife to the experiments and 
refearches contained in this work. Thefe experiments, which 
have been carried on with uncommon precifion and accuracy, 
are not fufceptible of abridgment or analyfis; but their refuit 
relative to the queltion above propofed, deferves to be re- 
Jated. 

There exifts a pure tin, unmixed with any foreign or hete- 
rogencous fubitance: but there is alfo a tin which is mixed with 
a very {mall quantity of arfenical matter. The danger that 


“may attend the ufe of this metal muft be confined to the latter ; 


but how fmall this danger is, will appear from the following 
refults of the experiments of thefe learned chymifts. “The tin, 
in which they found an arfenical fubftance, did not contain 
above one grain in the ounce, or ,5;3 often they only met 
with it,in the proportion of >,,z, but fometimes in that of 
7633 fo that taking thefe three terms in a mean proportion, 
the mafs of tin imported from England into France may be 


 Conidered as containing sz of arfenic, which quantity 1s not 


a little diminifhed by the mixture that is made of the ; = 
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India with that of England. But laying afide all fra€tions, 
and giving arfenical matter in tin the largeft proportion, even 
that of -7¢ Or a grain in the ounce, our Authors obferve, that 
this dangerous fubftance, whatever its quantity may be, is 
never united with tin under the form of a calx, but always un- 
der that of a femi-metal. From hence it follows, that an cunce 
of tin contains a grain, not of arfenic, but of its regulus, and 
that this grain of regulus is difperfed through all the parts of 
an ounce of tin in fuch a manner, that each of the 576 grains, 
of which the ounce is compofed, may be ideally fubdivided into 
576 parts, which, all confidered feparately, contain regulus of 
arfenic in the proportion of <7 of their little mafs. It is well 
known, that the regulus of arfenic, though a dangerous fub- 
ftance, is however much lefs fo than arfenic itfelf. 

After afcertaining thefe faéts by the moft accurate experi- 
ments, it remained to enquire, how far wrought tin, containing 
stp of the regulus of arfenic, might be noxious in its effects on 
the animal ceconomy ? A feries of experiments was made upon dif- 
ferent animals to determine this important queftion. Our inde- 
fativable Authors melted tin with the regulus of arfenic in dif- 
ferent proportions, and placed it in veflels, where they boiled 
meat for dogs; in one of thefe experiments the arfenical fub- 
ftance occupied 4, in a pound of the mixture; or, in other 
words, was in the proportion of nine grains to the ounce, 
which is nine times greater than the proportion in which it is 
found in Englifh tin. The tin, thus mixed, was placed in a 
vefiel where food was not only drefled, but was left ftanding 
for fome time ; nay more, i6 grains of the fine filings of this 
tin were mixed with the aliments; and neverthelefs no pernici- 
ous confequence refulted from the ufe of them.—QOur Authors 
go {till farther; they maintain! and prove that arfenic, united 
with ti, is deprived of fome of-its qualities, and particularly of 
that which renders it fo dangerous to the animal oeconomy. 

But another queftion of equal importance is refolved here, 
viz. How far the metals and femi- metals, that are ufually mixed with 
tin, to give it more folidity and confiflence, may contribute to render 
its ufe dangerous? he common practice is to mix with 97 
pounds of tin, two pounds and a half of copper and one pound 
of bifmuth, - Our Authors prove, by feveral experiments and 
arguments, the innocence of this mixture, and, among others, 
from this confideration, that the copper cannot change into ver- 


digreafe as long .as it is mixed with tin in the proportion of sg 


or even -';. 


Another important article in this excellent work is the de- 
teCtion of the pernicious fraud of the pewterers, who, to make 
up the lofs they fuffer by the almoft general ufe that is now 
made of earthen-ware, mix with the tn a confiderable quan- 
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tity of lead, the moft pernicious of all the metals that can be 
employed in the kitchen or at the table. A very interefting aCe 
count of this matter is here given, and alfo “of Others, which 
we cannot enumerate; but which render this publication un. 
commonly worthy of attention. 

III. Recherches fur les Vegetaux Nouriffans, &c. i. e. Inquiries 
concerning nutritive vegetables, which, in times of fearcity, may 
fupply the place of ordinary food ; together with new obferya- 
tions on the culture of potatoes. By M. PARMENTIER, who 
poflefles a number of literary titles and pharmaceutical employ- 
ments. 8vo. 569 pages. Paris. 1781.—In the year 1772 
M. PARMENTIER compofed a Prize Memoir concerning nutri- 
‘vive Vegetales, which was crowned by the Academy of Befan- 
‘con. This judicious and ufeful Memoir was well received by 
the public, as all the oeconomical dietetic and pharmaceutic 
productions of this good citizen have been, Several things in 
it, however, ftood in need of farther development and illuftra- 
tion; fome objeétions, alleged againft whag he had faid, rela- 
tive to the culture and ufe of potatoes, required anfwers; and 
new materials and views occurred to our Autfwr, that feemed 
‘adapted to give a farther degree of perfection to his memoir, 
‘Thefe circimftances gave rife to the work before us, which is 
worthy of the extenfive knowledge, rare talents, and public 
“f{pirit of M. PARMENTIER, and is divided into XXXII, ar- 
ticles.’ In the eleven firft, he treats of nourifhment in ge- 
neral, of its compofition, of nutritive matter, of feafoning, of 
light, folid, and coarfe food, of farinaceous fubftances, of 
the glutinous matter of wheat, and Jaftly, of flower, confi- 
dered as that part of farinaceous bodies which is eflentially 
nutritive. The ufe of potatoes, their mixture with the meal 
or flour of different grains, the bread which may be made of 
them alone, as alfo the pulfe, leaven, pafte, fea-bifcuit, gruels, 
‘falep and fago, that may be obtained from thefe vegetables, are 
the fubjects treated in the feven following ones. ‘The remain- 
ing 14 articles contain an inftructive account of the farinace- 
ous feeds and roots from whence ftarch may be extracted ; of 
roots in general; of nutritive and mucilaginous roots; of the 
vecetable fubftances that may fupply the place of the plants of 
the kitchen-garden; of the uncultivated vegetables, whofe roots 
contain fine flour, or may be ufed wholly or in part for food 5 
of nutritive tablets and powders ; of the advantages of vegetable 
above animal food; of the precautions that ought to be em- 
ployed in times of fcarcity, and the means that may be ufed to 
prevent it. We have here alfo, ample anfwers to all the ob- 
“jections that have been made to our Author’s obfervations on 
the culture and ufe of potatoes, and to the different preparations 


of this root, which he has propofed for public utility. 
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1V. Nouveau contes Turcs ct Arabes, &c. i, e. New Turkifh and 
Arabian Tales, 40 which is prefixed a Chronological Abridgment of the 
Ottoman Houfe, and of the Government of Egypt ; to which are added 
sveral Pieces of Poetry and Profe, tranflated from the Arabic and 
fam the Turkifh Languages. By M. DiGEon, King’s Interpreter, 
and Correfpondent Member of the Academy of Infcriptions and 
Belles: Lettres. 2vols. 8vo. Paris. 1781, This work is 
not unworthy of curiofity. The hiftory of the Ottoman em- 
pire, in that branch of it which regards the government of 
Egypt (efpecially fince the conqueft of that kingdom by the 
emperor Selim, about the commencement of the 14th century), 
is little known, and has only appeared in the Arabick manu- 
fcript of which of M. DiGEon gives here the tranflation. It 
may be alleged, that the curiofity of Europeans cannot be 
much interefted in the events of this turbulent and unhappy 
country, which carries all the marks of impotent tyranny ex- 
ercifed at a diftance, and of deplorable contefts between its fub- 
ordinate, though immediate chiefs, whofe annals contain a 
dry lift of the uniform barbarities and extortions of a feries of 
ftupid Bafhaws, and in which every fpark of literature and fci- 
ence has been totally extinguifhed many ages fince. However 
true this may be in general, it admits of reftriGtions. As the 
work before us is the exact and faithful tranflation of a Maho- 
metan author, it cannot be an objet totally indifferent to fuctt 
as have a tafte for oriental literature. Befides, it is not defti- 
tute of curious anecdotes, not elfewhere to be met with, rela- 
tive to the birth of Selim, the death of Bajazet, and other 
points of Turkifh and Egyptian biftory. It is a capital omif- 
fion in M. DiGeon, to have left us in the dark with refpe& to 
the name, rank, and time of the Author of the work before us. 
He feems to have beena fenfible and knowing man, and lefs charge 
able with blind credulity and exceflive exaggeration, than the ge+ 
nerality of the Arabian and Turkifh hiftorians; but not, how- 
ever, beyond all reproach on thefe heads. He gives us, for 
example, a defcription of Conftantinople, that was compofed 
by Zecheria Effendi about the beginning of the 16th century, 
in which the number of the ftreets, mofquées, {chools, convents, 
baths, &c. of that city muft be greatly exaggerated; and yet 
he adds, that this number was doubled in later times. Amaz- 
ing this, indeed, fince Zecheria counted in Conftantinople 
3980 ftreets inhabited by Turks, 4900 by Chriftians, and as 
many by the Jews, above 5000 Mofquées great and fmall, 
with other wonders of equal magnitude. 
V. Hiftoire de la Chirurgerie depuis fon Origine jufqu’a nos jours. 
i. ec. The Hiffory of Surgery from its Origin to our Times. By M. 
PeyritHe, M. D. Royal Profeflor of Chymiftry in the Col- 
lege of Surgery at Paris, Counfellor of the Royal Academy of 
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Surgery, &c. vol.If. 9720 pages. Paris. 1781. This work 
was undertaken fome years ago by M. Dujarpin, who died 
prematurely, juft after the publication of the firft volume. M 
PeEYRILHE was every way worthy to fucceed him, as appears 
by the volume now before us. This important work js de- 
figned to mark all the fteps which Surgery has made, whether 
they led to, or went afide from, its true perfection ; to thew in 
what periods, and by what incidents, or perfons, its progrefs 
was retarded or accelerated ; to exhibit the original difcoveries 
and the peculiar views of each author; together with the moft 
remarkable inductions, either from his own principles, or from 
thofe of his predeceflors ; to arrange the various inventions and 
difcoverics in a Chronological order, and point out the places 
where they are to be found; to fhew how one difcovery pro- 
duced others, and to afcertain their true authors, the time when 
they lived, the places of their nativity and refidence, the more 
particular circumftances of their lives, their charaéters, &c. 
With the hiftory of the Art, this learned Author gives us that 
of the Profeffion ;—and this is a part of the work, that will ren- 
der it intcrefting, not only to practitioners in furgery in parti- 
cular, but to men of letters in general. We fee here, what 
rank furgery held among the other arts in every period; the 
degree of efteem to thofe who practifed it, and the perfonal 
merit of thofe who contributed to its improvement. 

VI. Difcours Public fur les Langues, X&c. 1. e. A Difcourfe con- 
cerning Languages in general, andthe French Language in particular, 
accompanied with injtrudtive Notes. By M. pe VILLENcour, 
Profeffor of the French Language. Paris. 1781. This dif- 
courfe difcovers tafte, erudition, and a philofophical fpirit. As 
it was delivered in public, the one is of the declamatory kind ; 
the Author fhews his eloquence, as well as his learning. The 
notes are really ‘ inftructive.’ 

: + A LL Ye 

VII. Storia Antica del Meffico, &c. i. e. The ancient Hiftory of 
Mexico, drawn from the beft Spanifh Hiftorians, from Manufcripts 
and ancient Indian Paintings, divided into ten Rooks, and enriched 
with Maps, Cuts, and Diffrtations. By the Abbé Don Frane 
Cisco XAVIER CLAVIGERO. 4to. Cefena. 1780. The 
Europeans know little of the interior of Mexico; the accounts 
given of that country by travellers are difcordant, in confe- 
quence of their ignorance of the language and manners of the 
people they defcribe, and their unacquaintance with a prodigt- 
ous number of memoirs and relations, that throw light upon 
the hiftory of that famous country. if ever a writer was quali- 
fied, by a combination of advantageous circumftances, for com- 
pofing a hiftory of Mexico, it is certainly the Abbé CLavi- 


GERO. For he has not only perufed, as it feems, with care, “1 
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the writers who make mention of this great empire, but he 
was born in the country, is mafter of its /anguace, and has vi- 











fred all thofe parts of it, which the Spanifh Government has 
rendered inacceflible to the curiofity of travellers. Nor did he 
pay them only a tranfitory vilit; for he fpent above thirty years 
in obferving, with the eye of a philofopher, all the parts of this 
extenfive region, and in procuring from the natives exact infore 
mation with refpe&t to every object of any confequence; fo that 
he may be almoft confidered as an ocular witnefs of what he re- 
Jates. If to thefe uncommon advantages, the laborious and 
learned Author has joined that critical acumen, fo neceflary to 
appreciate the fources of information, to difcufs dubious facts, 
to combine {cattered fragments, and to feparate truth from fable, 
and has crowned all by that bold candour, which fuppreffes 
every thing that is falfe, and difguifes or conceals no important 
truth, his work muft be an ineftimable prefent to the republic of 
letters. Such it is efteemed by good judges, who attribute to 
him largely all thefe qualities, 

The work is comprifed in three quarto volumes, which are 
to be followed by a fourth, containing Differtations on feveral 
points of the hiftory of Mexico, The firft and fecond volumes 
have already appeared, and we fhall here give a fummary of their 
principal contents. 

The firft is divided into five books. Book I. contains the 
geography of Mexico, a defcription of its lakes, rivers, mine- 
rals, plants, and animals, and a particular account of the man- 
ners of its inhabitants. The fecond informs us of the different 
colonies or nations which patled into that country from the 
northern parts of America, and dwelt in it, before it was inha- 
bited by the Mexicans; of the arrival of thefe latter, and their 
firft fettlements ; and of the founding of Adexico and Tlatelulco. 
Inthe third, our Author treats of the origin of the Mexican mo- 
narchy, of its ftate under its four firft kings, of the conquefts 
made by thefe princes, ofthe illuftrious exploits of AZontezuma 
Ilkuicamina, and of the revolutions of the kingdom of Alcolzual- 
can. The fourth book contains an account of the reftoration of 
the royal family to the throne of Alcolkualcan, of the eftablifh- 


ment of the kingdom of Tucuba, of the triple alliance between 


the kings of Mexico, Alcolkualcan and Tucuba, of the victo- 
ries obtained by the Mexicans under Montezuma I. and Axa- 
Jacat, of the conquelt of Tlatelulco, and other remarkable 
events, as far down as Montezuma II. the ninth king. of 
Mexico. In the ffi) book, the Author gives an ample account 
of the life of this unhappy monarch till the year 1519, of his 
government, of the magnificence of his palaces and gardens, 
of the famous war with the Tlafcalans, and other memofable 
events. In the courfe of this hiftory many noble exploits are 
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related, and many fhining and heroie characters appear on the 
fcene. 

The fecond volume is divided intd two books. In the fir? we 
have an account of the religion of the Mexicans, of their sho 
and of their worfhip, whieh, with all its abfurdities, is ftj}] lefg 
fuperftitious than the religious inftitutions of the ancient Greeks 
and Romans. ‘The Author treats alfo, in this book, of the 
chronology of the Mexicans, of their kalendar; feftivals, and 
the ceremonies ufed at the birth of their children, their marri- 
ages, and funerals. ‘The fecond book exhibits an account of 
the civil and military government of the Mexicans, of their po- 
lice, agriculture, hunting, fifhing, and commerce ; of their 
fports, diet, and manner of living; of their language, poetry, 
mufic, and dances ; and of their knowlege in hittory, painting, 
fculpture, architecture, and other ufeful or pleafing arts, 
There is a great abundance and variety of matter in this vo- 
Jume, which opens fome new fources of evidence, that may 
contribute to decide the long depending controverfy concerning 
the ftate and progrefs of civilization and arts in Mexico. Dr, 
Robert son’s eftimate of this matter is beyond all praife. It is 
the moft mafterly difcuffion we remember to have met with in 
any hiftory. It however leaves the mind in a ftate of {cepti- 
cifm and fufpence: or rather by rules of criticifm, as folid and 
philofophical as they are acute and ingenious, it infpires a dif- 
fidence in the fplendid relations which the Spanith writers have 

iven of the progrefs and perfection of the arts among the 
De citice. Thefe relations are fupported and augmented by 
new materials in the work now before us; the reader muft 
judge of what moment thefe materials are in the decifion of this 
nice controverly. 

VIII. Atti, &c. i. e. Tranfactions of the Academy of Sciences at 
Sienna. Vol. VI. 4to. 359 pag. with cuts. Sienna, 1781. 
This academical colleétion is worthy not only to claim, but to 
command the attention of the learned. It is fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that the celebrated names of Frifi, Ximenes, and Fontana, 
appear often prefixed to its Memoirs, and that a confiderable 
number of other learned Italians enrich it with their valuable 
labours. Of the 13 pieces contained in this volume, three are 
written in Latin, and tex in Italian, 

IX. Del Fondamento, &c. i.e. A Differtation on the Foun- 
dation of the Right of Punifhing. By J. B. G. Count 
p’Arco, Chamberlain to his Imperial Majefty, and Member of 
the Inftitute of Bologna, and of the Royal Academies of Man- 
tua, Bourdeaux, &c. 8vo. Cremona. 1781. This produc- 
tion is worthy of its Author, whofe nobility is dignified by 
eminent virtues, and a very high degree of literary merit. It 


was read, fome yeats azo, at a public Meeting of the Royal 
Academy 
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Academy of Sciences and Belles-Lettres of Mantua; and though 
it contains nothing that will appear new to thofe who are ac- 
guainted with the moral and political writers of our ifland, and 
particularly with the excellent Treatife of Sir W1Lt1AM EpeNn 
on penal laws, it neverthelefs does juftice to the reputation of 
its Author. ‘The principles, on which he treats this important 
fubjeét, are juft and philofophical; and his critical reflexions 
on the famous treatife of the Marquis of Beccartia are folid 
and judicious. 

X. Lettere Capricciofe di Francifeo Albergati Capacelli, &c. 
j.e. Mifcellaneous Letters (for they are too fenfible and judicious 
to deferve the name of capricious or whim/fical, which are annexed 


' tothem in this title) between FRANCISCO ALBERGATI CAPA- 


oe. 


cELLI and FrRaANcisco ZACCHIROLI, publifhed by themfelves. 
vo. 276 pages. Venice. 1780. The Abbé ZaAccHIROLI, 
and his Correfpondent the Marquis, are two very agreeable, 
humane, and judicious managers of the epiftolary pen; and 


we are very angry at the greyhound or maftiff, who was de- 


vouring a bundle of thefe letters in one room, while their Au- 
thors were deliberating about the publication in another. How- 
ever, a remnant was faved from the jaws of the four-footed 
Vandal, and it contains 28 letters, which the lovers of. Italian 
literature will read with pleafure. They come from two men 
of eminence in the republic of literature, and the fubjects of 
the correfpondence are treated with amenity, judgment, wit, 
facility, and fentiment. Thefe fubjects are, the theatre, tra- 


velling, czci/ber/m, inoculation, ftudy, the contempt of calumny, 


flate of learnings 





criminal jurifprudence, imprudence, fentiment, morality, the 
various opinions concerning the fouls of brutes, cynicifm, edue 
Cation, ancient and modern authors, &c. 

GERMANY and the NORTH. 

XI. Uber die Reformation. Concerning the Reformation. Vo- 
lume 1, 8vo. Berlin. 1780, This very thick volume is folid 
and extenfive in its materials, and contains an important 
part of the general hiftory of the reformation in Europe. We 
find here judicious obfervations on the political fyftem of Europe 
at the firft dawn of the reformation, a!fo an account of the 
g, of ecclefiaftical government, and of religious 
tenets and rites before the reformation. ‘Ihe charaéters of Lu- 
ther, Zuinglius, and Calvin, are examined and delineated ; and 


} the commencement of the reformation in England, Switzerland, 
} and Germany, is accurately related. The moft authentic 
§ fources of information feem to have been carefully confulted by 
§ this learned Author, who alfo difcovers an extenfive knowledge 


of the beft books that have been compofed on the fubje&. 
All, Briefe enis reifenden ueber den gegenwaertigens zuftand Von 
Cajel, &c. Letters of a Traveller concerning the prefent Siate 
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of Caff/l. 8vo. Francfort. 1781. This writer treats am- 
ply concerning the government, the inhabitants, the military, 
the manners, cuftoms, and curiofities of Caflel. He obferves, 
that notwithflanding the fcarcity of money in currency among 
the inhabitants, 400,000 dollars are annually coined in that 
city. He computes the number of its inhabitants at 25,000, 
and makes the army of the Landgrave amount to 22,000 men. 
XIIf. Defeription de ce qu'il y a d’intereffant et de curieux dans 
la Refidence de Manheim, et les Villes Principales du Palatinate, i. e. 
A Deicription of the City of Manheim, and of the principal 
Towns of the Palatinate; containing a particular Account of 
whatever is Curious or interefting in thefe Cities. 8vo. Man- 
heim. 1781. This publication is worthy of attention. The 
objects it defcribes are interefting, and inftruCtion may be often 
derived from the inftitutions and eftablifhments of fmall {tates, 
which we are fo apt to overlook. Manheim is a fine city, 
and has been greatly improved, fince it became the refidence of 
the elector, in 1720. “The eleétora] palace is a vaft and noble 
edifice, and its library, medals, pictures, engravings, collec- 
tions of natural curiofities, rarities in gold, filver, and precious 
ftones, form a vaft and valuable treafure. “Che academy of Man- 
heim, the fociety for the improvement of the German language, 
the public library, which contains above 40,0c0 volumes, the 
botanic garden, the colleges of anatomy, furgery, and midwifery, 
the obfervatory, and gallery of paintings, the faloon of ftatues, 
and the collection of prints which fills above 400 great folio vo- 
lumes, furnifh ample matter of defcription to tie anonymous 
author of this work. He gives alfo a circumftantial account of 
the manufactures of Heidelberg, in carpets, tapeftry, filk fluffs ; 
and of thofe of Frankentha/, the third city of note in the pala- 
tinate. This latter city is in a flourifhing flate: the elector 
granted, in i771, extenfive privileges to its manufacturers, and 
has opened a communication between it and the Rhine by a 
navigable canal. Its manufaClures of China, tobacco, filks, 
ribbons, &c. are confiderable, and its metal founderies are re- 
markably fuccefsful. 
"But the object that appears to us the moft worthy of atten- 
tion in this account of the Pajatinate, and which deferves to 
be imitated by the legiflature in every well-regulated ftate, is a 
particular kind of univerfity, that was founded at Lautern in 
1774. This excellent eftablifhment is entirely confecrated to 
the ftudy of political oeconomy, the ufeful arts, finances, com- 
merce, police, agriculture, and other branches relative to the 
{cience of government. The academical courfe for each ftudent 
is three years, ond none but thofe who have gone through this 
courfe, are quaiiiied for holding an employment in the adminif- 
tration, or even the place of ecclefiafticai counfellor. Such ts 
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the tenor of an act iflued out by the eleétor in the year 1778. 
here are belonging to this univerfity a public library, com- 
pol i of books on the fciences alone, that are taught there, a 
caninet of natura} hiftory, a collection of inftruments for expe 
rimental philofophy, a chamber of models (fuch as the mad- 
der-mill, ihe Enghth bee-hive, &c.), a chymical elaboratory, 
botanical garden, feveral manufactures under the direction of 
the Occonomal Society, and a farm, that is to be cultivated ac- 
cording to its orders. ‘Thefe, and many more objects of import- 
ance, are amply enumerated and enlarged upon in this intercht- 
ing r oublication, 

“We need not obferve how much an inftitution of this kind is 
wanting in our public and academical courfes of education. 
Claiiical learning is, indeed, eminently cultivated in the Britifh 
fchools; and may the period never come, when the noble foun- 
tains of Grecian and Roman ee which form true tafte, enlarge 
genius, and elevate the mind, fhall be neglected by the Britith 
youth! But though thefe pure fources fhed more or lefs of their 
happy influence on ail the parts of the focial and civil fyitem, 
yet they are, alone, infufficient to form the ufeful citizen, ana 
the able ftatefman.—‘The various wants of man in civil fociety 
(which this kind of fociety has fo unhappily multiplied) re- 
quite, in its rulers, other fources of knowledge and fkill, than 
thofe,which are opened tn our {chools and univerlities.— Fis that 
has dn eye to fee, let him fee. 

XiV. FiscHer Uber die gefchichte des Defpotifmus in Teut{ch- 
land, &c. i, e. Concerning the Hifiory and Progre/s of Defpozijm 
in Germany. By M. Frep. Curist. JonaTHan Fiscuer, 
Profetior of Political and Feudal Law in the Univerfity of Halle, 
large octavo® Halle. 31780. ‘Ihis work, to which is ftub- 
joined a great number of papers and yee as vouchers of the 
facts whi ch the Author relates, is folid and inftructive e, and 
wants nothing but a littl more method and order to render it 
highly recomme salieri to all who have a tate for one of the 
— t important branches of ufeful knowledge—Political Hifiory. 

XV. Phyfialifih - Meatallurgifche Abhandlungen, &ec. i. €. 
Pinte. Metallurgical Differtations on the Mountains and Quarries 
of tlungary. By M. J. jf FeRBeER. |owhichis added a De- 
{cripdion of the Founderies and Manufa@tures of Steel in Stiria. 
By an anonymous hand, enriched with plates. &vo. . a 
mi Berlin and Stetin. 1780. The name of Ferper 
whole diftinguifhed merit in this line of public ations we hue 
had more thas on.e o-caiion to celebrate, is a fufiicient recom- 
mendation of this work, and will alfo prorers a favourable re- 
ception for one of the aie natures which he de ‘figns to publth, 
and of which the mountains, mincs, and quaries of T ranfyt- 
Vania will furnifh the materials. 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For DECEMBER, 1r8r. 


ret: t ¢ a 2. 

Art. 15. Free Thoughts on the Continuance of ihe American War, 
and the Neceflitv of its Termination. Addrefled to the Inha- 
bitants of Great Britain. By a Gentleman of Lincoln’s Inn. 8vo. 
1s, Payne. 1781. 


‘HE violent contenders for American coercion will do well to 
| attend to the difpaflionate, ferious, and folid remarks of this 
abie advocate for peace :—prace before it be too late!—peace * be- 
fore we lofe the capacity of enjoying it,’ 
LAST-IN DIES. 

Art. 16. 4 Letter from Captain “fofeph Price, to Philip Fran- 
cis, Efq; late a Member of the Supreme Council of Bengal. 8vo. 
1s. Stockdale. 

Captain Price accufes Mr. Francis of injurious refleftions on his 
conduét in the Eaft-India Company’s naval fervice ; and retorts upon 
him in terms of {trong refentment. But after making due allowance 
for ‘the feelings of an individual, fmarting under harfh treatment 
from powerful bodies of men, had Captain Price, in many initances, 
expreiled himfelf more temperately, his meaning need not have been 
weakened, nor might his complaint have appeared to lefs advan- 


tae. : 
PoETICAL Ne 


Art. 17. The Brothers, an Eclogue, by the Honourable Charles 
iJohn Fielding. gto. is. Walter, 1781. 

It is feldom that paftoral effufions, the overfowings of a youthful 
imgination not yet employed in reflecting images from real life, can 
afford much gratification: to this remark, however, the prefent ec- 
logue is an exception. Whoever can be delighted in contemplating 
the operations of fraternal affection on an amiable and elegant mind, 
will read this poem with confiderable pleafure. ‘The fpeekers in this 
dialogue are, Damon the fhepherd, and Dorylas the fcldier; each, as 
may be expected in a poetical conteft of this kind, defends his own 
mode of life, and reproaches his opponent with chufing an oppofite one. 

ORYLAS, 
Britannia calls! her foes are pather’d round; 
All, all prepare her fated breait to wound. 
Her virtuous ma‘ds the tears of anguifh pour, 
Her pious mairons kneel upon the thore, 
Heard’tt thou that fhriek? perhaps the favage foe 
Aims at thy mother’s heart the deadly blow. 
Matron, in vain thou call’ft for Damon’s aid, 
He pipes, regardlefs, in the peaceful fhade, 
And, while foft echoes to his lays reply, 
Heeds not a dying mother’s piercing cry. 

In Damon’s reply, the manner in which the rea] charafter of the 
fpeaker breaks out, is finguiarly happy: it makes ample amends for 
cwes iat the 
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afamption of fiGitious manners with which the faflidioufnefs of 
criticifm may in the preceding part of the Eclogue be offended. 
Damon, 
Give me a {word! this feeble hand fhall fave 
A much-loved parent from the op’ning grave. 
Give me a {word! while filial love fupplies 
That flrength which nature, and which health denies. 
Alas! vain boaft! E’en now my treacherous hand 
Difclaims obedience to my heart's command ! 
To thee the glitt’ring weapon I confion! 
No arm can wield it more beloved than thine! 
May’it thou—[ but hence, difguife! no Damon now, 
»Tis Cuan Les for WitL1aqm breathes the ardent vow. } 
May’ft thou, bieft Youth, with endlefs laurel crown’d, 
Renown’d for conquelt, as for worth renown’d, 
Long live thy country’s firm defence to prove, 
And gain a nation’s, as a brother’s love! ; 

Mr. Fielding’s verfification, though not highly finifhed, is eafy 
and harmonious; and his poetical talents are fuch as feem to 
want noihing but time and cultivation to bring them to matu- 
rity. 

°“> The Author infcribes this poem to his brother, the Lord Vif- 
count Fielding. Thefe noble brothers are fons to the Earl of Dene 


bigh. @.t-t. 


Art. 18. The American War, a Poem, in Six Books. 8ve. 
4s. fewed. Hooper, &c. 1781. 
SPECIME N. 

Both parties feem’d to feorn ignoble flight ; 

And thrice each vanquifh’d corps renew’d the fight! 
Jones perfever’d, till in the mortal ftrife, 

The gallant ancient Briton loft his life. 

O’er wounded, groaning, dying, and the dead, 
Surviving and contending foldiers tread, 

With hard-knit brows, and fury in their eyes, 
To feize, drag cff, and keep the precious prize, 
At levgth the Britifh troops mott grimly pleas’d, 
Firmly determin’d, on the cannon feiz’d, 

Put the Proviacials to a final rout -—— 

With fage precaution Gaies each moment feiz’d ; 
And the Provincial forces, grimly pleas’d, 

Rage in thetr eyes, &c. &c. 

Where are ve now —fpirits of S:ernhold, Hopkins, Prynne, 
Quarles, and Withers! Withered, indeed, are your Jaurels! Here is 
a vard who hath eclipfed yeall! Sodeemeth 

Martinus ScriprFrus. 
Art. 19. Orpheus, Prieft of Nature and Prophet of Infidelity ; 
or the Eleutinian Myfleries revived. A Poem, in ‘i nree Cantos, 
4t0, 2s. Stockdale. 

This motley fatire is not wholly defitute of wit or imagination. 
It is principally levelled againft the celebrated Margareteilrcet Lece 
Hh 3 turer 5 





on 








eet ge el RRR 














































lity than poe‘ical embellifhment. HP 
Art. 21. A Poetical Epifile from Petrarch to Laura. 4to. 1s. 
Walser, 

The flory of Petrarch and Laura is well known. This Hoaiille is 
not calcujated to make it more interefting, : 
-Art. 22. A Deferiptive Poem, written in the Weft Indies, 

1781. Humbly inferibed to the Royal Society, by George tie- 

riot. ato, 2°. Docfley, 1781. 

This defcriptive poem is, properly fpeaking, az undoetica! acfrips 
tion ot the climate and ani:ma's pecoliay o the Weit Inaies, o 

DRAMATIC. 
Art. 23. The Select Sangs of the Gentle Shepherd. As it is 
performed at the theatre Royal, Drury-Lane. svo. 6d. Eec- 
o> oy ket. 1701, 

Thefe Songs are fele&ed, with fome variation, from the beautiful f 
dramatic Scotch paftoral of Allan Kamfay, but the alterations are al- 
mok uniforinly for the worfe. 

‘The fecond Sung rans thus: 

Dear Patie, if your Peeey dear, 
' Return’d your kindnefs wi’ a flight, . 
Such cauld neglect ye cou’d na bear, | 
Nor joy in any new delight, 
Yer [ will try, if the perfiit 
To anfwer a my love wi’ hate, 
To be by other laffes blett, 
And Jet her figh when ’tis too Jate. 
How inferior is the above to the following original! 
I, 
Dear Rooer, if your Jenny ech, 
And anfwer kindnets with a flight, 
Seem unconcern’d at her neglect, 
For women in a man delight: 
But them defpife who’re joon defeat, 
And with a fimple face give way 
To a repulfe—then be not date, 
Pufh bauldly on, and win the day. 
Il. 
When maidens, innocently young, 
Say often what they never mean; 
Ne’er mind their pretty lying tongue, 
Hat tent the Janguage of their e’en: if 
f 
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turer; though there are few characters of public notoriety that are not, 
by fome m ans or other, hooked in. the Author hoo:ng, we pre- 
fume, by this general attack ¢to attra¢t peneral notice: but he thould 
have remembercd, chat the more general avy atiack is, the feebler 





will be che 1 > or fiion it wil! make. té 
Art. 20. Tie Sea fide, or Margate, a Poem, in Four Cantos. ~~ 


410. 28. Gd, Evans. 1781. 
This indufrious verfiher has fasled not to defcribe almo{ every 
objet that the fcenery which he had before him could afiord. His 
detcriptions, however, are more remarkable for minutenels and fide- 
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If thefe agree, and fie perfiitt 
To an{wer all your love with hate, 
Seek elfewhere to be better blet, 
And let her igh when ’tis too Jate. 

If a word or two in thefe lanza fhould be thought too uncouth for 
fouthern ears, they might be eafily foftencd; but even gece and blate 
are not more obfolete than many others which the prefent compiler 
: has retained. As for example! 

3 The fondled bairn thus takes the pet, 
0 Nor eats tho’ hunger crave, 
9! Whimpers and tarrows at its meat, 
And’s laugh’d at by the /eve. 
In the Song of Cauld be the Rebels Caff, we cannot much admire 
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othe following fanza, which jis additional: 
D, High thall he ffand in fame, 
| Wha’s faithfu’ to his cuty, 
| j Thro’ athe land we'll foread his name, 
And crown his zight wi’ beauty. 
ha | Nicht we take to be an error of the prefs for might, The materials 
‘ of the Song, beginning When laff the wind, are to be found in Allan 


Ramfay; but there a part of the dialogue. Similiar thoughts 
occur in the Puck of Shakefpeare. We remember no further altera- 
tions worthy of notice. The Pea-stacx “fore the door, in Song [X. 
according to Allan Ramfay, and the truth of Scotch feenery, thoald 
| be Feat-flack ; but this alfo we conceive to be an error of the prefs. Cc 
MISCELLANEOUS. . 
| Art. 24. The oe of the C Chevalier Baya rd. By the Rev. 
Jofeph Sieriing 8vo. 2s. fewed. Robicfon. 41781. 
Tbe name of the “eallent Chevalier Bavard ftands highiy diftin- 
guithe ed in French hi ttory, for a lofty. inilitary {pirit, Mrongty tine- 
| tured with the principles of chivalry. Wis whole life being {pent in 
| fields of flaughter, the events of it are peculiarly adapted to military 
readers ; and they are here brought together, in a concife form, pre- 
faced with an account of the principle s and ufages of that romaatic 
inftitution by which the heroi{m of is ave was revulated, N. 
) Art. 25. An Effay on Female Education: Containing an Ac 
count of the preient State of the Boarding chools tor young La- 
dies in England ; in which the Evvors are pointed out, and a "Plan 
laid down fora complete Reformation. on a Pr: aciple never before 
atrempted. By George Hawkins, Kig; Author of the Royal Let- 
ter Writer. Small 8vo. is. 6d. Wilkie. 1781. 
The education of young females in bo»rding {chools, is a fubje 
| that offords ample room ter difcuffion, and feveral pertinent remaiks 
on obvious circumftances, are to be found in this Effay ; but itis nevere 
b thelef:, on the whole, a why yee flimfy periormance. N 
Ww. . 
Art. 26. Reporis of Cafes adjudged in the Court of King’s Bench 
fince the Time of Lora "Me astiela’s Coming to prefide in at, by Sir 
James Burrow. folio. Vol. V. 15s. bound. Brooke, 
his venerable Reporter, in a poltfcript to the prefent volume, 
announces to the Putiic his determination ¢o retire; and to take Ho- ° 


ey 1. earp’e 
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race’s hint, as he informs us in the language of Horace, folvere fe. 
nefcentem equum, “‘ to loofe his aged courfer from the car.”—In 
other words (more homely perhaps, but more charaMterillic), he has 
refolved to lay afide his pen, now almoft worn to the pith in the dull 
duty of a Reporter. 

The firft volume of thefe Reports commenced with Michaelmas 
Term 1756, the Term in which Lord Mansfield took his feat at the 
head of the law. The fifth, which is now publifhed, ends with Hi- 
lary Term, 1772. 

Having attended this great Luminary on his courfe for fo long a 
time, the humble Satellite is at length grown weary. Advancing 
years and infirmities are gathering taft upon him, and urge him to 
retire, His retreat is honourable, and may he enjoy it long! 

The character of thefe Reports, as well as that of the noble Chief 
Juftice, whofe decifions they help to record, is too well known to make 
any particular mention of them neceffary. It is thehigh reputation of 
the learned Judge that can alone infure a long and lafting reception 
to the voluminous labours of his Reporter, though the latter may 
feem to give a durability, which in effect they owe to the former: 
like a column defigned to perpetuate the fame of fome illuitrious ac- 
tion, Or monuments erected to preferve the memory of great poets, 
which, after a length of time, are i:debted to the names they ccle- 
brate, if they become objects either of curiofity or veneration, We 
may accordingly apoffrophize the elaborate work before us in the 
words of an ancient epitaph: 

‘* When thy ruins fhall difclaim 
To be the treafurer of his name; 
His name, that cannot fade, fhall be 


An everlafting monument to thee,” r [ id ‘ 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 27. 4 Complete Collection of the Medical and Philofophical 
Vorks of Fobn Fethergill, M.D. F.R.S. and S.A. ac. &e. 
With an Account of his Life; and occafional Notes; by Juhn El- 
lict, M.D. * 8vo. 7s, 6d. Walker. 1781. 

In this volume are colleéted all the printed works of the late Dr. 
,Fothergill, the acknowledged value of which, will doubtleis ren- 
.fder it an acceptable addition to the medical library. As molt of 

the papers have been noticed by us as they appeared, it is enough 

for us merely to announce them in their collected ftate. Of the me- 
dical ones, almoft all of them, except the Inaugural Thefis, and the 

Treatife on the Putrid Sore Throat, were publifhed in that excellent 

collection, the London Medical Obfervations and Inquiries. Some, re- 

lative to natural philofophy and hiftory, appeared in the Philofophi- 
cal Tranfactions. Of the two elegant biographical pieces, on Mr. 

Peter Collinfon, and Dr. Alexander Ruffell, the latter was never pub- 

lifhed, but a few copies only were printed for prefents to the writer's 

‘friends. 

‘" “The life of Dr. Fothergill, prefixed, contains little information 
but what has been derived from Dr. Hira’s pamphlet, and fome let- 


ters in the Gentleman’s Magazine. A. 





* Author of Philefophical Obfervations on the Senfes, &¢.3 noticed 
with approbation in ihe Seveath Article of our Review for jan. 1780. 
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Art. 28. Medicine Praxeos Syftema, ex Academice Edinbur- 
gene Ditputationibus Inauguralibus precipué depromptum, et 
fecondum Nature ordinem digeftum. Curante Carolo Webiter, 
M.D. &c. &c. Tomus III. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Boards. Gordon 
and Murray, Edinburgh; Dilly, London. 1781. 

This third volume of Dr. Webiler’s Collection of Medical Thefes, 
contains thofe relative to the feveral orders Morbi Hydropici; Morbi 
Anomali; Morbi Locales; Morbi Muliebres; et Morbi Infantiles. 
The writers from whom they are taken are as tollows: De Hydrope; 
Bennet, Scott, and Vize. De Hydrecephalo Interno; Quin. De Scor- 
buto; Brereton. De Scrophula; Wettrop. De Rachitide; Moore. 
De Uleufculis Venereis; White. De Lues Veneree fiadio confirmato;- 
Walih. De Scirrbo &F Carcinomate; Hopkins. De Morbis Cutaneis; 
Dimfdale. De IGero; Willis. De Calculo Renum tS Veficea; Lan- 
phier. De Ifchuria Veficali; Buck. De Vermibus Inteflinorum; 
Broughton. De Venenis; Logan. De Amaurofi. De Auditu Dificili’ 
(F Surditate. De Amenorrhea. De Leucorrhea; Keating. De Abor- 
tu; Waite. De quibu/dam Puerperarum Morbis ; Gibbons. De Febre 
Puerperali; Siaughter, De Morbes lufantium; Logan. 


Art. 29. Every man his own Farrier; being a Collection of Va- } 


luabie and Efficacious Receipts for maft Difurders incident to Horfes, 

carefully collected and applied with repeated Succefs for upwards of 

Sfiy Years paft. By Sic vaulet St. John, Bart. of Farley, Hants. 

Izmo. 28s. 6d. Crowder. 1780. 

We are forry that fo noble and ferviceable an animal as the horfe, 
has not met with a better farrier than the prefent baronet, who how- 
ever fays, or is made to fay, in a formal addre/s to the Public, that 
‘ whoever has attended to the means purfued by the greateit part of 
‘ the pretenders to farriery, muft have had fufficient caufe to lament 
‘ their great want of fkill, difcernment, and inftruction: for thefe, 
‘ as well as the owners of horfes, is this valuable collection of re- 
‘ ceipts made public.’ 

We differ greatly in Opinion from this addrefer, with refpect to the 
value of thefe receipts. We fcarce remember to have met with fo 


ablurd a farrago. B.-y. 


RELIGIOUS. 

Art. 39. Martin’s Hobby houghed and pounded: or Letters on 
Thelyphthora, toa Friend, on the Subjects of Marriage and Po- 
lygamy, with other incidental and curfory Obfervations. Svo, 
is. 6d. Buckland. 1781. 

This Writer treats the fubject with fome degree of humour as well 
as argument: though we do not entirely approve of his frequent allu- 
fions to Scripture, in the lighter parts of his letters, The title hhews 
our Author’s propenfity to ufe in a ludicrous fenfe, what was origi- 
nally fpoken in a ferious one, We fhould not readily have guefied 
at the meaning of * Martin’s Hobby /owghed,’ if the motto, taken 
from ‘the oth chapter of the Book of Joinwa, had not explained it. 
“And the Lord faid unto Jofhua, Vhou thalt ove) their horfes, 
&e.”” As a fpecimen of this Writer’s fkiil in the management of me- 
taphors and allufions, the following quotation may fuffice, ‘The 
grand queition to be tried in reality is, whether Thelyphthora is one 
grand fophifm or not. That itis AZartin’s Hoddy is well kaown: 
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and thefe [I take to be his four legs: That marri age isapart of and bee 
Jones to the Moral] ee I tl call the near foot vefore ; that roth: ng 
is efiential to marriage, befide the one Single Act of union, is the fore 
foot on the off fide 5 th e hind -leg on the off-fide is the Chapter of 
Polygamy, wherein is pleeded its lawtulne(s; and the Uniawiulness 

>] ? ‘ - = - ° 
of Divorce, the near-legz behind. w€ think, however, that this 
Writer hath not managed his legs well. We have the vanity to chink 
that we could have difpofed of them with more iddsefS. Leet the 
chapte: s change legs, ‘and the joke will be improved. Ler * the 
one ‘fingle Ac’ Be configned to * the near-foot before.” and let Di- 


vorce ftand only on £ the hind-leg of the offifide. 
oe Beduh 


Art. 31. Whifp er $ jer the Ear of the deaher. of T he: yphthera, 

Savon of Reafon, and Religion, afperjed trough that Work. 8vo, 

. Od. Payne. 1781. 

Thefe Whifpers are {fo confufed and indilin®, that we can only 
catch their meaning by ba/ves;—which is more provoking than not 
catching it at ail, From Mr. Madan’s ears (and we congratulare 
him that he hath any), we pafled by an ale gra Ditioan‘he Gait -ius 


4 ies Jy 
which are fo con{tructed as to be only able to bear that “ “m ray of 
light” which, as Mr. Pope obferves in his 4th Book of the Dunciad, 


gives an equivocal illumination to the kkirts of carknefs, ha half ne 


thews, half veils a deep intent.’ 

Art. 32. Obfervations on the Na ature, Caufes, and Cure of Me- 
lancholy, efpecially of what is commoniy called Religicus Melancholy, 
By Benjamin Fawcett, A.M. 8vo. 1s. Buckiand. 1780. 
This litle tract appears to have been written with the mott picus 

and benevolent intentions; but fome of the iniances of rapid and al- 

moft inflanctaneous tranfition trem the very depth of defponcency, to 
the highelt exultations of joy and affurance, by the power of another’s 


prayers, favour more of enthutiafm than fober truth; and can So 


edify the moft ignorant retainers to the Tabernacle, &e. &c. &e. 
Art. 23 The general Doétrine of Toleration applied to the par- 
ticular Cafe of fet Communion. By Robert Robinfon. S8vo. Od. 
Buckland. 1781. 
The more rigid part of the Bavtift refufe the admiffion ey with- 


‘out exception, ‘to their communion, who were never baptifed by im- 


merfion in their adul: years, They confder the basset: as an indif- 
penfble pre- requifite to the receiving of the Lerd’s Supper. Oihers 
of that fe@ are of a more cendid way .of thinking, and do not 
ceem theirown mode of bapiulin effential to communion. Among 
the latrer is the V riter of the prefent pamphlet. He confiders the 
eontroverty in its ori igin, in the reign of Charies I. through the more 
illu frious periods of its progrefs, down to the prefent day. !t began, 
it feems, in the church of Mr. Lathorp; which was afterwards divided 
jnto three parts, over which prefided Mr, Canne, Mr. Barebone, and 
Mr. Jeffev. The egeteg ety afterwards engaged the attention of 
a Spillbury « and Mr. Kifin. The latter, in conjunfion with Mr. 
aul, warmly oppoted Mr. r ‘hn Bunyan, who was for free commu- 
nion: and in the rege of difpate, thefe rencwwacd controvertilts teil 
the honetft tinker, that *© his conclution was devilith top-fell of 1gno- 
rance and prejudice.” John, however, was not to be laughed or 
abufed ou: of his conclufion; he was determined that it fhou!d abide 
by him ‘till the mois grew voon his e,ebrows.” Since this time, 
* ihe 
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© the controverfy hath fometimes fubfided, and other times rifen into 
confiderable warmth. The. celebrated Dr. James Fofter, warmly 
pleaded the caule of mixed CORRE. The Rev. Mr. C. Bulkley 
and others fupported the Doctor’s fide of the quettion; and the Rev. 
Grantham Killingworth, and others, maintained the contrary opinion. 
In 17775 the queftion was itarted again: and the dottrine of mixed 
communion wa: atirmed by the Rev, Mefirs. Turner of Abington, 
Ryland of Northampton, and Brown of Kettering; and denied by 
the Rev. Meffrs Turner of Birmingham, Booth of London, Butter- 
feld of Taorn. and feveral mcre.’ 

The /af, Sut ro. the he ?, in this controverfy, is the Rev. Mr 


Rober Robi fon ef Cambridge:—and with him may it end! D 


Art. 34. The Signs of the Times: or a Syftem of true Politics ; 
humbiy addreiled to all his Majefty’s Subjets. By James Illing- 
worth, D.D. Leéturer of St. Alphese, London Wall. 8vo. 
1s 6d. Donaleéfon, St. Paul’s Church-Yard, X&c. 1731. 

* Among many difagreeable appearance: of the /gns of the times, 
the fpirit of reviling, jud iging, and condemning adminiilration is noc 
the lealt. ‘Ihisi- one of the crying fins of the natton—’ p. 24. * It 
is incompatible with the character of a Chriltian, and inconfiftent 
with the duty, as well as the interefls of Britith fubjects, to fpeak evil 
of their King as fupreme, or of their governors appointed under him, 
to affiit him in the government of his people, and in the great and 
important work of managing and conducting public affairs, for the 
good of the whole body politic. ‘* For they are Goo’s minifters *.” 
— Lawn fleeves for Dr. fllingworth ! 


* Rom xiii. 6. 
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I, Preached December 31ft, 1780, at the New Meeting io Birming- 
ham, on undertaking the Patioral Otiice in that Piace. By Jofeph 
Priettley, LL.D. F.R.S. 8vo0... 1s. Johnfon. 178). 

This difcourfe is pub: ithed at the parccular defire of the Society to 
which it was preached, as we learn from a very handfome Letter, con- 
taining their requett, which is pretxed. The fubject is, the End and 

Ye of Chriftian Societies, with the Duties of the feveral Members of them. 

Having obferved that Carifiians are in greater daager of aflimilating 

with the world in times of peace and tranquillity, than in times of 

oppofition and perfecation, Dr. rieftley goes on, ‘Now the ufe of 

Chriftian Societies is, to counterad the influcnce of the world around 

us, to keep up the idea of our being feparate from the world, and of 

the importance of being upon our guard againit the infeSion of it.” 

‘he means by which this end is anfwered are, public infruGion, joint 

devotion, and particus ‘ar admonition, for each of which the bef provi- 

fion was made in the conftitution of the primitive churches. 

With refpeét to the duties of the feveral members of Chriftian So- 
cieties, the Doftor obferves, that befides thofe which refpeét their 
own improvement and edification, there are others which are incum- 
bent upon them, as bearing a relation to, and part of, the whole 
Chiifian church. Among thefe he particularly infifis upon the duty 
| of 
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of profefling openly what appears to them to be pure and venuine 
Chriltianity, in oppolition to all felfe and irrational opinions. This 
leads him to mention the corruptions that have obtained in the Chrif- 
tian world; and, in pa:ticular, the corruption and idolatry of the 
Church of Rome. 

‘ Though this idolatry,’ fays he, ‘ proceeded till it came to the 
worfhip ot a piece of bread, as fuppofed to be the real body and 
blood of Chrift, ic began with paying divine honours to Chrift him- 
felf; who, though the molt diflinguifhed meffenger of God to man, 
himfelf uniformly afferted the proper Unity of the Divine Nature, 
and fpake of his Father, exclufively of all other perfons, or beings, 
as the only true God \John xvii. 3.), Sis Father as well as our Father, 
and bis God as well as cur God (John xx. 17.) ; and whofe higheft title 
is, the Mediator betwcen God and man, the man Chrift Fefus, 1 Tim, 
u. ¢.° 

‘ After the worfhip of Chrift, the worthip of his Virgin Mother 
was a very eafy confequence ; and then, fo wide a breach being once 
made in the doctrine of the Divine Unity, there entered an innu- 
merable hott of men and angels, and, in times of ignorance and fu- 
perftition, many names: of mere Heathens, and fome abfolute non- 
entities.’ 

Dr. Prieftley takes occafion from hence to exprefs, in the frorgett 
manner, his fenfe of the importance and obligation of profefiing 
openly the dotirines of the proper Unity of God, and the proper Hu- 
manity of Chritt; and his refolution to inculcate them with all the 
energy in his pewer. 

‘ Ic is our duty,’ fays he, ‘ not only to fearch for the truth in 
matters of fuch confequence as this, but to bear the moitt public 
teflimony to it, In God’s time, that teitimony will have its weight; 
and they who uniformly and fteadily hold it forch, will hereafter be 
confidered as preachers of the Gofpel, and propagators of it to the 
ends of the earth. For it is only to be expected, and indeed it is 
only to be withed, that Chriftianity fhould become the religion of the 
whole earth, when it fhall be purged from the corruptions which at 
prefent deform and difgrace it.’ 

Ifany fentiment or expreflion in this part of the difcourfe fhould 
apoear to thofe who differ from the Author in opinion upon thefe im- 

ortant fubjeéts, harfh and indefenfible, the following paragraphs 
fhould fuporefs their rifing diffatisfaction, and convince them, beyond 
a doubt, that his candor and generoiity are, at leaft, equal to his in- 
teority and zeal. 

¢ Think not, however, my brethren, that the moft fervent zeal 
for what is apprehended to be the genuine doétrines of the Gofpel, is 
at all incontiftent with crue Chriftian Charity, which always judges 
of particular perfons according to the advantages they have enjoyed, 
and of the {inal flate of men by their fxcerity only. And, for my own 
part, | have no doubt, but that, though the Church of Rome be the 
proper Antichri? of the Apoftles, not only innumerable zealous Pa- 
pifts, but even fome Popes themfelves, will fit down with Luther, 
with Calvin, and with Sccinus, inthe kingdom of Jefus Chrift. Known 
unto God alone are the hearts of men; and the man who honeitly 
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purfues troth, and who as according to the beft lights that God 
gives him an opportunity of acquiring, will be he whom the God of 
Truth and uprighenefs will approve; and none will fuffer a greater 
or more juft condemnation, than thofe who hold the truth in un- 
righteoufnefs.’ 
' © In many matters of fpeculation, you and I, my Chriftian bre- 
thren, may judge very differently, as you will from one another, if 
you judge for yourfelves at all. But this circumitance, inflead of 
quenching Chriitian charity, ought to be coniidered as a proper trial [ 
and exercife of that moit valuable Chrittian virtue. 1 thall, as I 
truft I have hitherto done, devote myfelf to the purfuit of truth; and 
I thall not fail to lay before you, with the beft evidence that I can . 
colleét, every thing that fhall appear to me to be of any moment 
to you, as members of a Chrittian Society; and I fhall cheerfully 
rely on your candour with refpect to any articles in which you may ' 
think me to be miftaken.’ 
Such fentiments as thefe would do honour to any Chriflian, and 1|! 
cannot but be applauded by every liberal-minded man. Eme 1 
Il. Unanimity and Moderation recommended, At the Affizes at Hert. 
ford, March 5, 17s1.- By the Rev. Ludlow Holt, A. M. Vicar 
of Dedham, Effex, and Curate of Watford, Herts. gto. 1s. 





Rivington, 
We learn from the dedication, that this Difcourfe met with ‘ the | 
high approbation’ of the Mayor and Aldermen of Hertford. What | 


have reviewers to fay after the jucgment of fuch ‘* worfhipful fo- 
ciety?” There lies no appeal! from fuch a tribunal. We hall there- 
fore only tranfcribe the firtt paragraph, as a {pecimen of the abilities 
of the Rev. Mr. Ludlow Holt, and of the tafte and judgment of ‘ the 
worlhipful the Mayor and Aldermen of Hertford. 

‘ At acertain period in the ever-floving courfe of duration, whence 
we date the commencement of time, it pleafed Creative wifdom to call 
this world of ours into being. By the divine energy of almighty far, 
light flarts from the primordial bed of darknefs and embryo elements, t 
confounded before in the womb of chaos, {pring forth and range theme I 
felves in beauteous order and harmony.’ 

Now, Reader, art thou not ready, with Mr. Pope in the Dunciad, 
when thou thinkelt of the aforefaid gentlemen, to ftyle them 


‘** Apollo’s mayor and aldermen !” B.d-k.- ig 


IIT, Preached before the Guardians and Governors of the Afylum 

for helpleis Orphans, May 89, 1781. By S.Glaffle, D.D. F.R.S, 

and Chaplain in ordinary to his Majefty. 8vo. 6d. Riving- 

ton. 

The caufe of charity is here pleaded with an artlefs eloquence be- Qe 
coming the fubject. ; 
IV. Preached in the Cathedral Church of St. Peter, Exon, before 

the Governor of the Devon and Exeter Hofpital, Aug. 28, 1781. 

By John Churchill. B. D. Reétor of Eggesford and Caawley, and 

Fell, of C.C. C. Oxon. ato. 6d, Thorne. Exeter. 

The leading objeét of this difcourfe is to vindicate Divine Provi- 
dence in its various difpenfations to mankind; and particularly in its 
diftributions to the rich and the poor. ‘The Preacher thows, by a train 
of 
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of juft and elegant reafonings, the fubferviency of thofe mixed difpen- 
fations to the general ends and intere(ts of fociety. and their peculiar 
fitnefs to call forth the beft principles of the human heart, particu- 
larly compaflion and benevolence in the rich, and humility. p tience, 
and refignation in the poor, The whole is applied to the excellent 
in(litution that was the more immediate occafion of this difcourfe. Zo 
V. A Dewout Soldier. Preached before the North Barallion of Glou- 

cefterfhire Militia, encamped near Plymouth Augult 5. 1781, by 

the Rev, Robert Hawker, offic ating for the Chaplain during his 

wbfence. Publifhed ai the Requett of the Officers of the Corps, 

4to. 1s. Law 

Fortunately, the abfence of the chaplain did not deprive the North 
+ battalion of Gloucetterfhire militia of a good profeffional difcourfe ; 

and that a ferious exhortation was not bellowed in vain, appears 

from the defire of the officers to have it again in a more durable 

form. 

The worthy Preacher has throughout grounded his arguments on 
+ <«thofe motives moft likely toinfluence fober fenfible men in a military 
charaéter, and hiftory will fuily jaflify the principle he earneitly con- 

tends for, that courage is never more cool and determined than when 

it fprings from pious convictions. N, 

VI. 4 fri& Conformity between our Prayers, and cur AGions, earnefly 
recommended. Preached in the Parifh Church of Whittingham, 
Northumberland, February 10, 1779, being the Day appointed to 
be obferved as a General Faft; publithed at the Requeii of the 
Parifhioners. By the Rev. J. Twentyman, Vicar of Caltle Sowerby, 
Cumberland. 1zmo. 6d. Newcaittle, printed, 

This plain, practical, and judicious difcourfe has by fome means * 

efcaped our earlier notice, which we are forry for, as, we think, we 

have feen none more fitly adapted to the occafion on which it was 

delivered, or more worthy of a ferious and attentive perufal, The 

preacher applies himfelf to enforce 2 regard to the trve ends for which 

a day of humiliation ought to be obferved, viz. repentance, amend- 

ment, and willing obedience; thefe he recommends with becoming 

earneftne(s, and by fuicable arguments. ‘The text of this difcourte is, 

Ifaiah 3. 19, 20. e 

VIL. True Chriftian Patricti/fm. Preached before the feveral Affo- 
efations of the laudable Order of Antigaliicans, at St. George’s in 
the Faft, Middlefex, Ap:il 23, 1781, being St. George’s Day. By 
John Prince, A. B. Lecturer of Si. Mary, Aldermanbury. 8vo. 
6d. Crowder. 

This Writer fets before us the character of a real patriot, viz. that 

he is a pious and good man. While, on jutt principles, he recom- 

mends a zealous regard to the welfare of our country, he removes that 

objection which has been ignorantly made, as though Chrilitanity was 
inimical to the public or national protoerity; and proves that the 

principles of the Chriitian religion, thoroughly imbibed, mult produce 0 

true patriotifm and public fpirit. ' 
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* Probably becaufe it was not advertifed in the London papers. 
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Vill. Preached ar St. Dunttan’s in the Welt, April 29, and at Sr. 
Viary Abbot’ +s Keniington, July 15, 1781, for the Benefit of the 
Homane Society, nstieured forthe Recovery of Perfons apparently 

ded by Drowning >y Jacob Duche, M, A, Rector of Chritt’s 

Chuica, and ot. nade in Philadelphia, 8vo. is. Rivington, 

&c. 

There 1s fomembat § pleabug in this difcourte, at the fame time that 
gtis calculaied tobe utetul. ‘The Author makes an ingenious apoli- 
caiiou of the cafe of ine prophet Jon. ihe His text ts Je thn i. Sy Oe 
From whic he he deduces teveral pertinent reflections, together with 
joafonable admonitions addresled to thofe who, under Pr ovidence, had 
ubtained relief and recovery by means of the Humane Society. He 
pleads patuetically for contr:ibuuons to rhis charity; and reprefents 
the necediity for farther aflittunce, tn order to its more firm eftablith- 
ment, 2nd to render it more exteniively beneficial. Should there be 
ay ‘thine vf a Calvinitical ftraip in this Sermon, perfons who enter- 
tain different fencimenrs, i¢is prefumed, will know how to make juit 
and proper allowances, 


= 





CORRESPONDENCE, 

WF are doubtiefs much obliged to a ‘* Moderate Calvinif”? for the 

trouble he hath given himfelf to fet us right as to the meaning 
of berriéile deeretum! However, we muit be Hee to acknowlecge, 
that cll be heath aivanced from himfelif, and all he hath tranfcribed 
from another, hath had Ische weight with us, and hath oceahoned 
hiitle alteration in Our fentiments.—we have no reafon to retract, or 
even fofien, our former reflections on the Aorrthile decretum of Joha 
Calvin *, We bave re-examined the paffage in the connection in 
which it Mands in the énffituticus; and from what precedes it, we 
have no doubt but that Calvin’s own heart theddered at the confee 
quences of his own doctrine. As 2 Theclogian, he admitted its truth— 
* for, fays he, who can aifprove it op the admillon of the Divise 
Prefcience?’’ Bat as aan, the common feelings of haman nature 
revolted at the idea of ** fomaay nations involved, with their infant 
race, i, eterna! death, through the fin of one man.” Decreium qui- 
dem borridile fateor, ‘* | co ffi i indeed (fays he) that this decree is a 
a terrinie one:”—or borridle—if we tranflate i It, as the word horribile 
GENERALLY means, 19 ancient soit modern writers. Take either 
word, and the end of our refleStions will be fully anfwered ;—and that 
Was, to ‘thew, by a very iiriking initance, the tiruggle between Cal- 
vin’s faith and reafin;—the feverity of his cieed, and the relentiogs 
of his compatlion: and thele refiections, wnile they expreiled our ab- 
horrence of his principles, were meant to pay fome tribute of refpedct 


to the natural and unperverted feelings of hits heart. Bah 


—_ ee ee ee 





In anfwer to Mr. de Brahm’s Letter, we are to oblerve, that 


however the particular ciscumfiances which attended the going of 
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* See Review 
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480 CoRRESPONDENCE, 


Mr. Mudge’s Time-keeper * may favour the hypothefis Mr. de 
Brahm feems long ago to have formed, concerning the influence 
which the equinoxial changes in the atmofphere have on the going 
of time-keepers, we mull acknowledge ourfclves in the number of thoie 
who differ from him on this head. We, therefore +, decline printing 
Mr. de Brahm’s Leiter ; but this acknowledgment will fecure his 
claim to the difcovery, if, contrary to our expectation, it fhould 





hereafter be contelted. W, 
Q 


«s A Conftant Reader and General Admirer of the Monthly Re. 
view” defires us to point out to him the bett book on gardening. 
Were we to pretend to anfwer this matter of inquiry, it might feem 
invidious to the proprietors of feveral ufeful publications: it would 


- Jikewife, in all probability, draw upon us further trouble of a fimi- 


Jar kind.—We mutt, therefore, beg leave to decline the going out of 
our way tO give an Opinion on the queftion. 

The fame Correfpondent fuggeits ‘*‘ a hint,” which requires our 
farther confideration. ‘There are objections to his fcheme, which we 
do not chufe to flate in this public manner. 

This Gentleman, likewife, enquires concerning the Continuation 
of an Article which was begun in our Journal fome months ago. To 
this we can give no pofitive anfwer. The farther Review of the 
learned work here referred to, depends on the precarious health, and 
uncertain leifure, of the Gentleman to whofe confideration books of 
that clafs are ufually referred. 
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* See our Jaft, p. 346. 

‘¢ We have another, perhaps more decifive reafon, the want of 
room, We mutt not fuffer our correfpondence to encroach too far on 
the proper, the indifpenfible bufineis of the Review. 





To ouR READERS, 


Since the fheets of this month’s Review, in which we have given 
an account of Mr, Shaw’s Inquiry into the Authenticity of Offian’s 
Poems, were printed off, we have feen Mr. Clarke’s Anfwer to that 
Inquiry; and we now think it proper to inform our Readers, that we 
were entire itrangers to the character of Mr. Shaw,—who is known 
tous only by his publications concerning the Erfe; of which lan- 
guage we are entirely ignorant, ‘Thus circumttanced, could we 
doubt or queftion the ability of a Writer who has compiled a Dic- 
tionary in that language; and publifhed it under the patronage of a 
fubfcription, in that country where the merit of fuch a compilation 
mutt be belt known.— We intend to give an account of Mr. Clarke’s 
Tra&t in our next. 





*,* Juvenis is received, and will be attended to; as well as 


B. D. 


&> Several Letters received late in this month, will, in due time, 
be further noticed.—Dr. Hopfon’s Treatife on Fire, which 5. M. 
enquires about, will not be overlooked. 
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